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Syllabus  z GS-2: Government policies and interventions  
Question  z Why does India need an Emigration Bill? Critically analyse Draft Emigration bill, 2019.
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, the Ministry of External Affairs released the draft Emigration Bill, 2019.
 z The draft Bill seeks to provide a regulatory mechanism to govern overseas 

employment of Indian nationals, and protect and promote the welfare of 
Indian emigrants.

Salient 
features of the 
bill

 z Replacement of Emigration Act of 1983.
 z Authorities: The draft Bill seeks to create three authorities:

(1) CThe Emigration Management Authority (EMA): to supervising the 
management of emigration in India, and advising the central government 
on emigration policy.

(2) The Bureau of Emigration Policy and Planning (BEPP):
(3) Preparing policies on issues related to welfare of emigrants.
(4) Negotiating labour agreements with destination countries.
(5) Undertaking labour market analysis.
(6) The Bureau of Emigration and Administration (BEA):

(I) Maintaining a database of Indian migrants.
(II) Preventing illegal migration and recruitment procedures.

 z Registration of agencies:
(1) All recruitment and enrolment agencies must be registered with a competent 

authority.
(2) The competent authority may cancel the certificate of registration on various 

grounds including: (i) the certificate was issued on mis-representation of a 
fact, or (ii) the agency has breached any of the terms and conditions in the 
certificate. Appeal against decisions will lie with the central government.

 z Accreditation of employers:
(1) Any employer who intends to recruit an emigrant must apply for accreditation 

with the central government.
(2) Such accreditation will be valid for a period of five years, and may be 

cancelled on the same grounds as specified for cancellation of registration 
of recruitment and enrolment agencies.

Significance/ 
Need of the 
emigration bill

 z Structural shift in the quantum, nature, pattern and direction of emigration 
from India:

 z As per latest World Migration Report by International Organization for Migration, 
India features as the largest country of origin for international migrants (about 
30 million in 2017); the largest recipient of remittances (about $80 billion or $ 
5.6 trillion in 2018); and figures in five of the top 20 migration corridors from 
Asian countries.

 z The 1983 Act was enacted in the specific context of large-scale emigration to 
the Gulf. It now falls short in addressing the wide geo-economic, geo-political 
and geo-strategic impact that emigration has today.

1 Draft Emigration Bill
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 z Changing perception towards international migrants: They are seen as  “India’s 
brand ambassadors" and “symbols of our capacities and capabilities".

 z The proposed bill affirms that shift in outlook with its focus on strengthening 
the institutional framework for emigration management.

Positives apart 
from salient 
features

 z Regulation to management: It aims to move from regulation of emigration to 
management.

 z Abolition of two passports regime: It abolishes the two passports regime based 
on educational qualification- Emigration clearance required and Emigration 
clearance not required, or ECR and ECNR.

 z Migration flow data: It improves the collection of migration flow data.
 z Regulation on recruiting agents, sub-agents and student agencies.

Drawbacks/ 
loopholes of 
the bill

 z Negligence over Family and dependent migrants:
(1) Indians reuniting with family members abroad (who can be Indian emigrants, 

non-resident Indians and/or foreign nationals) constitute a major chunk of 
out-migration from India.

(2) For instance, spouses of H1b Indians in the USA.
(3) Bill neglected it and has no mention or provision in this regard.

 z No mention about undocumented or irregular migrants.
 z Excess regulation: It may create barriers to emigration thereby impacting 

foreign remittances.
 z Unnecessary regulations on student enrolment agencies.
 z Lack of Policy coherence across sectors:

(1) EMA have representation from only 2 other ministries: home affairs and 
human resource development.

(2) It excludes representation of the ministry of commerce and industry which 
is nodal ministry involved in negotiations on movement of natural persons 
at the WTO.

Way forward  z Rights-based approach for all:
(1) EMA have representation from only 2 other ministries: home affairs and 

human resource development.
(2) It excludes representation of the ministry of commerce and industry which 

is nodal ministry involved in negotiations on movement of natural persons 
at the WTO.

 z Consideration of international treaties and conventions: Government need to 
refer multilateral migration-related treaties and conventions which can provide 
the necessary guidance for a truly visionary and future-proof Indian emigration 
policy framework.

Conclusion  z Considering the diversity and needs of Indian emigrants, the draft bill falls short 
in its utility.

 z Current international paradigm relating to labour market protectionism 
demands a wider approach.

 z We need to graduate from merely enacting emigration management legislation 
to practising more broad-based diaspora engagement policies.

Source Live Mint, The Hindu, MEA
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Syllabus  z GS-2: Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries
Question  z discuss the areas in which both India and US having trade disputes. Suggest 

some way forward.
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, India has decided to impose long-pending retaliatory tariffs on 29 US 
products.

 z It is in response to U.S’s withdrawal of duty-free benefits for Indian exports 
under its Generalized System of Preferences (GSP).

About recent 
retaliation or 
Significance 
of recent 
retaliation

 z G 20 meeting: India’s move comes ahead of a meeting between US President 
donald Trump and Prime Minister Narendra Modi on the sidelines of the G20 
summit on 28-29 June in Osaka, Japan.

 z Repeated postponement: India had repeatedly postponed the imposition of 
retaliatory tariffs of $235 million on import of US goods worth $1.4 billion since 
they were first announced on 20 June 2018.

India-US trade 
(In general)

 z Trade:
(1) Totalled an estimated $126.2 billion in 2017.
(2) The U.S.'s trade deficit with India was $27.3 billion in 2017.

Why tariff war 
between the 
two?

 z Alleged market access barriers:
(1) US businesses allege that they face significant market access barriers in India.
(2) These include both tariff and non-tariff barriers, such as data localization 

as well as multiple practices and regulations that disadvantage foreign 
companies.

 z India’s high tariff rates:
(1) India’s average applied tariff rate of 13.8% is criticized by the US as one of 

the highest of any major world economy.
(2) It has, for example, a 60% tariff on automobiles; 50% on motorcycles; and 

150% on alcoholic beverages.
Trade issues 
between 
India- U.S.

 z Tariff Issue:
(1) Trump unilaterally raised tariffs on steel and aluminium imports from India.
(2) India has dragged the US to the WTO on it and has threatened to impose 

retaliatory tariffs worth $240 million on US imports.
(3) US also accused India for its high tariffs on certain products from US 

including the motorcycles (50% tariff on Harley Davidson).
(4) Restrictive tariffs on electronics and telecommunications products.

 z E-Commerce rules:
(1) India's new draft policy for its e-commerce sector focuses on data 

localisation, improved privacy safeguards and measures to combat the 
sale of counterfeit products.

(2) Tighter e-commerce foreign investment rules implemented in India have 
forced Amazon.com Inc and Walmart Inc to rework their business strategies 
in the country.

2         India-US trade relations
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 z Indian imports of oil from Iran and Venezuela:
(1) India has zeroed out all oil imports from Iran since the U.S. sanctions 

deadline ran out on May 2.
(2) Diplomatic sources maintain that oil imports are "commercial" decisions for 

companies involved. 
 z Preventing Huawei to participate in 5G network trials:

(1) The U.S. has banned Huawei over security and espionage-related concerns 
and has been lobbying with other countries, including India, to ban the 
telecom major.

(2) India is yet to announce its decision over the company’s participation in the 
much-awaited upcoming 5G trials.

 z Subsidy dispute at WTO:
(1) US is also challenging India's export subsidy regime at the World Trade 

Organization (WTO).
(2) US is against the MSP regime of India and accuses India of violating WTO 

subsidies norms.
 z Solar trade dispute:

(1) USA had accused India of using mandatory locally-sourced PV cells in 
Jawaharlal Nehru Solar Power Mission for their solar panels installment.

(2) India lost the solar dispute in September 2016 at WTO for violating several 
core provisions on national treatment and trade-related investment 
measures.

(3) Under national treatment, governments are required to treat imported 
products on par with the domestically manufactured products.

 z Data-localization restrictions:
(1) India through its national electronic and cyber security policies mandated 

foreign countries companies to locate their data centres within Indian 
territories.

(2) It will increase their operating cost, profits and margin and reduce 
competitiveness with local companies.

 z Intellectual property rights:
(1) United States Trade Representative (USTR) has once again placed India on 

‘Priority Watch List’ in its annual Special 301 Report.
(2) Special 301 Report identifies US trading partners that do not adequately or 

effectively protect and enforce IP rights or otherwise deny market access 
to its innovators that rely on protection of their IP rights.  

 z Price controls on medical devices and pharmaceuticals.
Way forward  z Flexible mechanism: Both need to devise flexible mechanism to provide relief 

in times of import and export surges for effective management of balance of 
trade.

 z Better standards and technical barriers: US should also aim to better the 
standards and technical barriers it applies to Indian exports in same manner it 
demands to India.

 z Addressing each other’s concerns:
(1) Both need to engage in mutually beneficial talks and identify and address 

each other’s concerns about trade policy.
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(2) India should address a number of US concerns by-extending the application 
of good governance principles like timely, transparent decision-making.

 z Regulatory coherence, cooperation, policies and cooperation: For better 
access to the growing demand, a larger focus has to be on regulatory coherence, 
cooperation, policies of emerging technologies.

 z Conclusion of Bilateral Investment Treaty (BIT).
Conclusion  z Both should find a mutually agreed solution with active diplomatic engagements 

by avoiding nationalist sentiment and demands of domestic politics.
Sources The Hindu, business-standard, Indian express, the print, Livemint

 

Syllabus GS 2: Health, Human Resources. Poverty and hunger.
Question  z What are the main causes behind the recent outbreak of encephalitis in Bihar? 

What can the government do to avoid the recurring challenge?
Why is it in the 
news?

 z Over a hundred deaths of children have taken place due to acute encephalitis 
syndrome and heat stroke in Muzaffarpur and the adjoining districts in Bihar.

 z Also, as per state officials, most of the victims below the age of 10, have died 
due to hypoglycemia.
(Note: Hypoglycemia a condition caused by low level of blood sugar, electrolyte 
imbalance due to high temperature and extreme humidity.)

About Acute 
Encephalitis 
Syndrome
(AES)

 z Acute encephalitis syndrome is a neurological disease affecting the central 
nervous system.

 z The disease is mostly seen in children and young adults, and can cause delirium, 
coma, seizure and confusion.

 z The history of AES in India has paralleled with that of the Japanese encephalitis 
virus (JEV) since the first report in 1955 in Tamil Nadu.

 z The disease usually occurs during the monsoon season and children are the 
worst affected.

Causes  z Virus:
(1) Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) is the major cause of AES in India (ranging 

from 5-35 percent).
(2) Nipah virus, Zika virus are also found as causative agents for AES.
(3) Viruses are the main causative agents in AES cases, although other sources 

such as bacteria, fungus, parasites, spirochetes, chemicals, toxins, and 
non-infectious agents are other reasons of Encephalitis.

 z Litchi:
(1) Research has found that some chemicals in the litchi fruit may be the cause 

of this disease.
(2) This perception has become stronger as most cases in Bihar are reported in 

the litchi season (April to June).

3 Deaths due to Encephalitis 
in Bihar
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 z Malnutrition:
(1) Encephalitis in children is directly related to malnutrition.
(2) In Bihar and Uttar Pradesh, most patients hail from poor rural families.

 z Leptospirosis:
(1) Apart from viral encephalitis, severe form of leptospirosis can cause AES.
(2) Leptospirosis is a zoonotic disease (spread from animal to humans) with 

a global distribution, affecting a wide range of mammalian animals and 
humans.

 z Blood Sugar Level: Children with blood sugar levels are more vulnerable to 
Acute encephalitis syndrome

 z Low Manpower: this has made timely treatment of AED difficult, which has 
been reason for deaths.

 z Slow progress in drinking water projects in encephalitis-affected areas
 z Difficulties in the identification of the causes of the diseases. In Uttar 

Pradesh and Bihar, despite successful vaccination missions, cases of Japanese 
encephalitis constitute 7 to 10 percent of the total encephalitis cases.

Government's 
Action

 z State has announced ex-gratia package of Rs 4 lakh each to families.
 z A multi-disciplinary group created by the Union health ministry to look at the 

socio-economic and nutrition profiles of the households that have reported 
the cases.

 z The group will also focus on issues such as the ongoing heat wave and the 
reported high percentage of hypoglycemia in the children who have died, and 
the health infrastructure in the district.

Way Ahead  z Avoid infection: avoid getting infected with the viruses or other germs that can 
cause it.

 z Regular hand washing will help limit the spread of some of these germs.
 z Balanced diet: Staying as healthy as possible by eating a balanced diet and 

getting plenty of rest can help keep your immune system in shape.
 z Immunizations are also an important way to protect people from diseases like 

chickenpox and measles.
 z Malnutrition:

(1) Malnutrition among children is more prevalent in districts affected by AES 
in these two states.

(2) The state governments, therefore, need to take urgent steps to tackle 
malnutrition.

(3) While well-nourished children who eat the fruit remain unaffected even 
if they go to bed on an empty stomach, the under-nourished ones are at 
grave risk. 

 z Emphasis on child and mother nutrition is a vital cog in this battle against 
preventable deaths.

Source The Hindu, Firstpost, bS, IndiaToday.
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Syllabus GS 3: Environment and Bio-Diversity, Conservation: Water. 
Question  z Examine the challenges in water management in India. Suggest effective 

solutions to address these challenges.
Why in news?  z Many states of India are facing water crisis of unprecedented proportion, 

especially in Chennai which has captured international attention toward 
India’s water crisis.

Findings of 
NITI Aayog's 
Composite 
water 
Management 
Index

 z Composite Water Management Index 
(1) India is suffering from the worst water crisis in its history and millions of 

lives and livelihoods are under threat.
(2) Currently, 600 million Indians face high to extreme water stress and about 

200000 thousand people die every year due to inadequate access to safe 
drinking water. 

(3) 75% of the household don't have drinking water on the premise
(4) 70% of the water is contaminated.
(5) Ranked 120 out of 122 in water quality.

Challenges for 
Management 
of Water 
Resources

 z Geographical Factors:
(1) India receives an average annual rainfall of 4000  billion cubic meters (bcm) 

of which 1890bmc are evaporation loses and only  1137bmc is available.
(2) This availability has varying degree spatial and seasonal variation leading 

to some states having surplus while others facing deficit water availability.
 z Climate Change:

 ¾ Led to changes in the rainfall pattern. Regions that are already wet are 
likely to get wetter, the dry regions of the subtropics are likely to get drier. 

 ¾ Change in cropping pattern e.g. paddy cultivation in Punjab and Haryana or 
sugarcane production in Maharashtra which has seen an increase in recent 
years which in turn is linked with the procurement policy of the government.

 ¾ Political consideration on increasing MSP for water consuming crops in 
specific water deficit agro-climatic regions.

 ¾ Desertificationis  a challenge faced by the farmers of Punjab . 
 ¾ River Basin Management is a highly emotional issue when seen from an 

interstate conflict perspective.
 ¾ Encouraging states to collaborate on exchange of information on usage, 

storage, recharge and etc without requiring states to surrender their 
autonomy or authority.

 ¾ Act for cooperation among states over groundwater lying in cold storage.
 ¾ Constructive cooperative agreement at river basin levels
 ¾ Politically sensitive issue of charging or having dynamic pricing of water. 

Highly subsidized water, especially in rural areas, does not motivate people 
to use water efficiently.

4 Water Crisis in India
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 ¾ At Village Level - to develop a mechanism to bring together the users of 
water and rising awareness among all.

 ¾ Cooperation between State and Central government, especially when 
ruling parties are different, as water is state subject.

Recent 
Initiatives of 
Government 
of India 
include   

 z Jal Shakti Abhiyan to ramp up water harvesting and conservation efforts in 255 
water stressed districts from July 1, 2019.

 z Jal Shakti Ministry: to achieve an ambitious target of supplying piped water 
connection to every household in the next 5years 

 z The Honorable Prime Minister has written to all the Sarpanch in the country 
to undertake water conservation program within their respective villages.

 z Project on Interlinking of rivers.  Eg: a) Ken Betwa but the work is yet to begin; 
b) Godavari Krishna Interlinking Project.

 z Government has recently started mapping aquifers.
Way Ahead  z Number of initiatives such as Rajasthan’s Jal Swavalamban Yojana, Jalyukt 

Shivar yojana of Maharashtra and Mission Kakatiya of Telangana is to be 
emulated across the country especially in high water stress areas.    

 z Local de-centralized water conservation through community participation.
 z Incentive-based water conservation in rural parts
 z Special focus on in - situ water conservation, watershed development, 

rainwater harvesting, and small check dams.
 z Water use efficiency, as well as the technology of water-resistant crops, is to 

be promoted among the farmers in a big way.
 z To formulate a program on water efficiency similar to that of energy efficiency, 

setting up of a Bureau and system of setting standards on water use.
Source The Hindu, RSTV, Livemint, Wikipedia

 

Syllabus 
Relation

GS 2: Statutory, regulatory and various quasi- judicial bodies. 

Question What is the co-location issue? Elucidate with reference to the recent order by SEBI 
over NSE.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has barred 
leading stock exchange NSE from accessing the securities market for a period 
of six months on the co-location case. 

 z The exchange will not able to come out with its IPO during this period. 
 z However, later the Securities and Appellate Tribunal (SAT) granted an interim 

stay on SEBI’s strictures against the National Stock Exchange (NSE).
Background  z The co-location case dates back to 2015, when a whistleblower wrote a letter to Sebi.

 z The whistleblower alleges that the NSE gave preferential access to a few high-
frequency traders and brokers to the exchange's trading platform. 

5  SEBI vs NSE
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 z It had also alleged that some people had figured out that the way to game the 
system by becoming the first one to connect to the server and preferably a 
server, which was the fastest. 

 z It is established beyond doubt that NSE has not exercised the requisite due 
diligence while putting in place the TBT architecture.

 z Tick-by-Tick (TBT) is a data feed, which provides information regarding every 
change in the order book on the NSE.  

Details  z What is co-location?
(1) Co-location allow brokers to operate closer to their servers upon payment 

of additional fees.
(2) It helps brokers secure advantage over others due to proximity to exchange 

servers as data transmission takes less time.
(3) Orders reach exchange servers faster than those who have not availed of 

the facility 
 z SEBI order:

(1) NSE had failed to ensure equal and fair access to all members when they 
were using its algorithmic trading platform and co-location services.

(2) Between 2011 and 2014, under co-location services, some brokers trading 
from the same premises where NSE’s algorithmic trading servers were 
located were able to get faster access to the trading systems, thereby 
gaining an unfair advantage over others.

 z Fine: The exchange has been asked to pay a fine of Rs. 625 crores plus 12 per 
cent (for five years) interest.

Aftermath of 
SEBI order

 z NSE will have to pay the fine and it can’t access capital markets for six months.
 z NSE has enough reserves to pay this fine and remain financially strong. 
 z The NSE's market segments will continue to function as normal.
 z The prohibition SEBI spoke of was on NSE’s much delayed plan to issue its own 

shares through an initial public offering.
 z Put another way, what SEBI’s order essentially means is that NSE can finally go 

ahead with its IPO about six months from now, after years of delays.
 z Also, the delay led rival Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) to beat the NSE to a 

listing, raising Rs.1,240 crore through an IPO in February 2017.
Other Issues  z No fraud Investigation:

(1) Experts have criticized SEBI since it not conduct any investigation into 
collusion and fraud at the NSE.

(2) It is argued that the co-location case points to market rigging, through a 
‘deliberate procedural lapse’ in the trading systems at the NSE.

(3) But SEBI has viewed this merely as a ‘violation of code of conduct’ norms.
(4) SEBI’s ₹1,000 crore disgorgement order has been criticized for not measure 

up to the scale of wrongdoing.
 z Poor Management:

(1) The move by the Securities and Appellate Tribunal (SAT) to grant an interim 
stay on SEBI’s strictures against NSE and the 12-key accused, shows the 
market regulator in poor light.

(2) The seeming lack of thoroughness in the investigation stands out.
(3) The order makes it obvious that SEBI’s top officials were ill-equipped to handle 

the NSE co-location issue, which is the reason it dragged on for years.
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Final words  z Past episodes have revealed that the origin of any markets scam can be traced 
to a ‘procedural lapse’.

 z But a criminal probe often unearthed a mega scandals. Hence emphasis should 
more be on detecting the frauds.

Source The Hindu, LiveMint, ET.

 

Syllabus  z GS-2: bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India 
and/or affecting India’s interests.

Question  z In recent years, importance of bIMSTEC is on rise with respect to SAARC. 
Analyse the significance of BIMSTEC for India and challenges within.

Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently the PM had invited bIMSTEC partners for his 2nd swearing in ceremony 
unlike 2014 where he invited SAARC leaders.

 z This shows a major shift in preference and focus of India’s foreign policy on 
Neighbourhood First Policy.

BIMSTEC  z BIMSTEC:
(1) It stands for Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and 

Economic cooperation.
(2) It’s an International organization of 7 nations of south Asia and south East 

Asia of the littorals and adjacent areas of Bay of Bengal.
 z Member countries: bIMSTEC comprises India, bangladesh, bhutan, Myanmar, 

Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand.
 z Objectives: To harness shared and accelerated growth through mutual 

cooperation, to accelerate the economic growth.
Importance/ 
Significance of 
BIMSTEC

 z Alternative to SAARC: With the India-Pakistan tension coming in way 
functioning of the SAARC, BIMSTEC would act as effective alternative to SAARC 
for regional cooperation.

 z Largest neighbouring market:
(1) The bay of bengal is the largest bay in the world.
(2) Over 1/5th (22%) of the world’s population live in 7 countries around it.
(3) It has a combined GdP close to $2.7 trillion.

 z Economic stability & GDP growth rate: despite economic challenges, all these 
7 countries have been able to sustain average annual rates of economic growth 
between 3.4% and 7.5% from 2012 to 2016.

 z Natural resources: The bay also has vast untapped natural resources.
 z Trade route:  1/4th of the world’s traded goods cross the bay every year.
 z Connect South Asia and Southeast Asia:

(1) bIMSTEC is a bridge between South Asia and Southeast Asia.
(2) It includes all the major countries of South Asia, except Maldives, Afghanistan 

and Pakistan.

6 BIMSTEC
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 z Countering China: From the strategic perspective, the Bay of Bengal has 
emerged a key theatre for an increasingly assertive China in maintaining its 
access route to the Indian Ocean.

Challenges to 
BIMSTEC
 

 z Different priorities: Each member of the BIMSTEC is at different stages of 
development and has different priorities to tackle. Hence, 1 unified priority 
areas division may not applicable and acceptable to other country.

 z Non-conclusion of agreements: Countries party to agreements showed less 
seriousness which affecting its early conclusion and effective implementation 
like 2015 Indian Proposed trilateral motor vehicle agreement.

 z Slow progress of Projects: Ambitious connectivity projects like IMT highway 
are still in construction phase which increasing construction and maintenance 
cost of it making it unviable.

 z Irregularity in working: BIMSTEC concluded only 4 summits till date in its 20 
years of existence. It shows irregularity and non-seriousness among member 
states.

 z FTA issue:
(1) Member countries are unable to get consensus on FTA to protect its 

domestic industries.
(2) For instance, India- Bangladesh where India has concern over its domestic 

merchandise Industry, Differences between India and Thailand regarding 
market access for professionals and duty cuts on traded goods.

 z Lack of Resources: Because of poor integration of region, member countries are 
poor. This lack of adequate financial resources constraining the performance of 
the body.

 z India’s domination: It is perceived as an India dominated bloc as India is the 
largest contributor and contributes annually about 32% of the budget.

SAARC Vs 
BIMSTEC

(1) A regional organization looking 
into South Asia.

(1) Interregional organisation 
connecting South Asia and South 
East Asia.

(2) Established in 1985; a product of 
the Cold War era.

(2) Established in 1997 in the post-
Cold War.

(3) Member countries suffer for 
mistrust and suspicion.

(3) Members maintain reasonably 
friendly relations.

(4) Suffers from regional politics (4) Core objective is the improvement 
of economic cooperation among 
countries.

(5) Asymmetric power balance. (5) balancing of power with the 
presence of Thailand and India on 
the bloc.

(6) Intra-regional trade only 5 
percent.

(6) Intra-regional trade has increased 
around 6 percent in a decade.

Way forward  z Better regional economic integration: bIMSTEC can act as an opportunity for 
India to leverage the grouping for better regional economic integration, rather 
than merely as a diplomatic tool to isolate Pakistan.

 z Better connectivity:
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(1) With leverage of BIMSTEC, India can focus on connectivity projects in and 
around the bay of bengal region.

(2) This could help unleash the potential of the seven north-eastern states in 
India.

 z BIMSTEC FTA:
(1) Early conclusion of bIMSTEC FTA would help in leveraging the untapped 

potential of BIMSTEC’s possible trade linkages.
Conclusion  z For India, BIMSTEC is a natural platform to fulfil key foreign policy priorities of 

‘Neighborhood First’ and ‘Act East’ policy.
 z BIMSTEC has huge potential to emerge as a grouping to accelerate the process 

of regional integration, security cooperation, and inclusive growth in this region.
Sources The Hindu, Indian express, Livemint, the wire

 

Syllabus  z GS-2: bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India 
and/or affecting India’s interests.

Question  z With joining of India and Pakistan, and China as its member, SCO has been seen 
both challenge and opportunity for India. Discuss significance and challenges 
of SCO for India.

Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Indian PM attended 19th Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) 
summit in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan.

 z It was 1st major international event attended by Narendra Modi after his re-
election.

Shanghai 
Cooperation 
Organization 
(SCO)

 z Nature: Intergovernmental permanent organisation created in1996.
 z Founding members: China, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan.
 z Member states (8):  India, Kazakhstan, China, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Russia, 

Tajikistan, and Uzbekistan.
 z Recent addition: India and Pakistan officially joined this organisation in 2017 

in Astana.
 z Working:

(1) Heads of State Council (HSC):  It is the supreme decision-making body 
in the SCO. It meets once a year and adopts decisions and guidelines on all 
important matters of the organisation.

(2) Heads of Government Council (HGC): It meets once a year to discuss 
the organisation's multilateral cooperation strategy and priority areas, 
to resolve current important economic and other cooperation issues.

(3) 2 permanent bodies: SCO Secretariat- based in Beijing and the Executive 
Committee of the Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS)-based 
in Tashkent.

7 India-SCO
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Key outcomes 
of recent 
Bishkek 
summit, 2019

 z India’s address:
(1) Indian PM talked about connectivity, especially the north-south corridor, 

Chabahar port and renewable energy.
(2) PM introduced the acronym HEALTH (during the SCO session) which 

denotes-Healthcare Cooperation, Economic Cooperation, Alternate Energy, 
Literature and Culture, Terrorism-free society, Humanitarian Cooperation.

 z Discussions: On regional cooperation, terrorism, Afghanistan, and economic 
issues.

 z CCIT adoption: SCO urged the global community to get consensus on adoption 
of Comprehensive Convention on International Terrorism (CCIT).

 z Joint efforts to counter terrorism, separatism and extremism: SCO called for 
joint efforts on it by international community.

 z Commitment to counter the use of information and communications 
technology: To undermine political, economic and public security in the SCO 
countries.

 z Afghanistan issue: Declaration stressed on an inclusive Afghanistan led peace 
process.

Significance of 
SCO for India

 z Economics and geopolitics: SCO’s significance for India lies in economics and 
geopolitics as SCO member states have huge landmass adjacent to India’s 
extended neighbourhood where India has both economic and security 
imperatives.

 z Energy security: SCO membership is also likely to increase India’s access to 
major gas and oil exploration projects in Central Asia.

 z Economic cooperation with the Eurasian states: At SCO, India’s strategy is not 
to counter China but rather enhance economic cooperation with the Eurasian 
states and benefit from the security framework.

 z Forum for leverage its interests: SCO act as structured forum act where India 
can leverage its interests.

 z Platform for improving India’s relation with Central Asian countries:
(1) Since the Soviet Union disintegration, India’s relation with Central Asian 

countries was constrained by a lack of overland access because of both 
political and security reasons.

(2) That has been remedied to a large extent by the formation of the SCO.
 z Invite to SCO current chair to swearing-in ceremony of PM Modi: It has 

signalled India’s desire to increase its engagement with the organisation.
 z For stable Afghanistan.
 z Platform to advance India’s Connect Central Asia policy.

Challenges  z Russia-China nexus: In a recent Bishkek summit also, both signed $20 billion 
agreements which highlights their trade relations and its volume as compared 
to India’s trade with Russia and china and other central Asian countries.

 z BRI issue:
(1) In SCO, all members except India are part of bRI of China.
(2) So, China may push India to come to the discussion table on the bRI, despite 

India continuing to denounce the project.
 z India- U.S cooperation:

(1) Major SCO members especially Russia and China have anti- U.S sentiments 
given recent trade war incidences.
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(2) India on the other hand maintained good relations with U.S and avoid direct 
criticism of it which creates dilemma for India in SCO.

Way forward  z Greater cooperation with Central Asian countries: India should use it to 
increase its economic and trade relations with Central Asian countries which 
are very minimal vis a vis China’s.

 z India-Pakistan relations:
(1) In the absence of SAARC, SCO may provide an effective platform to for 

breaking ice.
 z Security and counter terrorism: SCO member countries should use SCO’s RATS 

mechanism effectively to get important information and support to cooperate 
on counter terrorism, extremism, and security dimension.

Conclusion  z Now, being full member of SCO, India can play more substantive role in 
connectivity, peace, security, trade, energy security, etc.

Sources The Hindu, Indian express, Livemint, business-standard 

 

Syllabus  z GS2: Education & Government policies and intervention for the development 
of various sector

Question  z Enumerate various provisions of Draft National Education Policy and how will it 
work towards skilling the youth to avail the employment opportunity provided 
in the new technological age. 

Why in news?  z Draft National Education Policy has been unveiled by Ministry of HRD based 
on the recommendation of a Committee constituted under the chairmanship 
of Dr. K. Kasturirangan. 

Need for a 
New Policy
 

 z The Annual Status of Education Report (ASER),-  50% of Class V students were 
unable to read the text meant for students three levels below => Indian children 
have been lagging in basic learning and numeracy skills.

 z State of Education in India
(1) 40% of schools are without electricity.
(2) Teachers are not properly qualified, 31% of who do not have a degree.
(3) During examinations invigilators not only ignore the students, providing 

them full opportunity to cheat but also abet the act of cheating.
(4) There have been instances where the children are asked to sweep the 

floors, serve meals to the teachers, and children as young as six are beaten 
with rulers. 

 z The Government of India had initiated the process of formulating a New 
Education Policy to meet the changing requirements of the population. 

Introduction  z Background
NEP 1986

8 Draft National Education Policy
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 ¾ To focus on providing equality of opportunity with special attention 
towards women, Scheduled Tribe and Scheduled Caste

 ¾ Launch of "Operation Blackboard" to improve primary schools nationwide. 
Expansion of the open university system under IGNOU, also the creation of 
rural university.

NEP 1992
 ¾ To conduct the common entrance examination on all India basis for 

admission to professional and technical programs in the country i.eJEE and 
AIEEE(at national level ) SLEEE (for state level institution).

Finding of the 
committee

 z Substandard quality of early childhood learning programmes.
 z over emphasises on Board examinations where in there are only limited 

subject =>  stress and anxiety among students.
 z Rise in teachers shortage, Lack of skills , training and professionalism among 

teachers. Teachers engagement in noneducational activities.
 z The Committee also observed operational problems and leakages in 

disbursement of funds. 
Features 
of Draft 
Educational 
Policy 2019

 z Early Childhood Care and Education -
(1) Bifurcation of early childhood care and education into two groups  1. up to 

- 3 yrs   2. From 3 to 8 yrs.
(2) This scheme is to be implemented by expanding the Anganwadis and co-

locating them with primary schools.
 z The Right to Education Act, 2009 (RTE Act) -

(1) Further widening the scope of RTE Act to include free and compulsory and 
education from current six to fourteen yrs age group to three to eighteen yrs.

(2) Review of continuous and comprehensive evaluation and the no detention 
policy which were a recent addition through an amendment. 

 z Curriculum framework:
(1) School education to be restructured by 5-3-3-4 design comprising:

(a) five years of foundational stage (three years of pre-primary school and 
classes one and two),

(b) three years of preparatory stage (classes three to five),
(c) three years of middle stage (classes six to eight), and
(d) four years of secondary stage (classes nine to 12).

 z On the issue of rote learning, the committee suggests reducing the curriculum 
load to the core content to provide an opportunity for comprehensive, 
analytical based discussion in classrooms.

 z On infrastructural Front -
(1) Committee acknowledges the establishment of primary schools in small 

hamlets across the country has undoubtedly enhanced accessibility to 
schools but their small sizes are creating problems. 

(2) The school complex to include anganwadis, vocational education facilities, 
and an adult education center could be a possible way out.

 z  Creation of independent State School Regulatory Authority for each state to 
formulate uniform standards for all public and private schools.

 z Teacher management - 
(1) Teachers to have a fixed tenure with a particular school for at least five to 

seven years.
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(2) Teachers barred from non-teaching activities which might adversely affect 
their teaching capabilities. 

(3) b.Ed. program to be replaced by a four-year integrated B.Ed.  Teachers to 
mandatorily complete 50 hrs of professional development training every 
year.

 z Higher Education -   
(1) As per All India Survey on Higher Education, the Gross Enrolment Ratio 

(GER) in higher education in India has increased from 20.8% in 2011-12 to 
25.8% in 2017-18.

(2) Draft National Educational policy sets an ambitious target of achieving GER 
of 50% till 2035

(3) To enhance the autonomy of higher educational institutions there is a 
proposal to set up an independent authority i.e.                                                                           

 z   National Higher Education Regulatory Authority (NHERA). 
(1) It would replace existing individual regulators in higher education, including 

professional and vocational education. 
(2) This would restrict the roles of  AICTE and the Bar Council of India to setting 

standards for professional practice even the University Grants Commission 
(UGC) to providing grants to higher educational institutions.

(3) National Higher Education Regulatory Authority (NHERA) would be 
entrusted with issuing of Charters under which new Higher Education 
Institutions would come up

(4) Separating National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) (which 
currently is an accreditation body under UGC) into an independent and 
autonomous body. 

(5) All existing higher education institutions should be accredited by 2030.
 z Establishing a National Research Foundation

(1) An autonomous body, for funding, direction, and building of research 
ecosystem

(2) The Foundation to  consist of four major divisions
(a) sciences
(b) technology,
(c) social sciences, and
(d) arts and humanities, with the provision to add additional divisions. 

(3) The Foundation will be provided with an annual grant of Rs 20,000crore 
(0.1% of GDP).

 z Education Governance
(1) Creation of a National Education Commission or Rashtriya Shiksha Aayog, 

as an apex body for education, to be headed by the Prime Minister.
(2) It will oversee the function of National Council of Educational Research 

and Training (NCERT), the proposed National Higher Education Regulatory 
Authority, and the National Research Foundation.

(3) The Ministry of Human Resources and development must be renamed as 
the Ministry of Education in order to bring the focus back on education.

 z Financing Education
(1) Draft Policy reaffirmed the commitment of spending 6% of GDP as public 

investment in education.  



 24   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs June - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

 z A  National Education Technology Forum to be set up as an autonomous body, 
to address decision making on induction, deployment and use of technology. 

 z Vocational Education to be integrated at all educational levels in a phased 
manner over 10ys.
(1) Students from class 9th to 12th to receive vocational education in at least 

one vocation.   
(2) Policy targets vocational education up to 50% of total enrolment in a higher 

education institution.
Challenges (1) Imposition of Hindi - Strong opposition from southern states over their 

perceived threat of compulsory imposition of Hindi in schools through the 
education policy.

(2) Operational details over the implementation are lacking in the Policy and do 
not offer insights as to how the policy is to be funded.

(3) The omission of the word secularism as a guiding ideal in the draft of NEP 
2019 opens up a variety of risks and vulnerabilities for many religious, caste 
and tribal communities in the country.

(4) The issue of caste which surfaces as an obstacle not only for school enrolment 
but also as a source of discrimination, there is no curricular recommendations 
in the policy for sensitizing students to caste prejudice in India.

(5) Additional costs will be incurred for teacher recruitment and training, 
infrastructure and learning materials, as well as nutritional aspects     

(6) Due to multiple regulatory bodies, there is no effective implementation or 
coordination for existing policies.

(7) Diversity - India being a diverse country and the same approach to education 
could be a big challenge. Each state requires a different set of intervention in 
terms of teachers, curriculum and pedagogy.

Way Forward
 

 z No doubt that the report seeks to infuse new blood and spirit into the 
education system but the challenge is to find fresh and creative ways of 
making young minds grasp the difficulties of social realities.

 z India has world’s most differentiated school system with at least nine types 
of schools right from the low-end Ashramshala to expensive and an exclusive 
international school, these schools align with varied socio-economic classes and 
defies any attempt to make education a leveler which needs to be addressed.

Source Livemint, The Hindu, Indian Express, Firstpost
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Syllabus  z GS-2: Population and Associated Issues
Question  z What do you mean by Foreigner’s tribunal (FT)? In the context of recent 

amendment to the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964, explain need of FTs and 
implications of recent amendment.

Why is it in 
news?

 z The MHA has amended the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 1964, and has 
empowered district magistrates in all States and Union Territories to set up 
tribunals.

Need of 
Foreigner’s 
tribunal (FT)

 z Foreigner’s tribunal: It’s a quasi-judicial body setup under the Foreigners 
(Tribunals) Order, 1964.

 z In other parts of country, once a ‘foreigner’ has been apprehended by the 
police for staying illegally, he or she is produced before the local court under 
the Passport Act, 1920, or the Foreigners Act, 1946.

 z The punishment ranges from imprisonment of three months to eight years.
 z Once the accused have completed the sentence, the court orders their 

deportation, and they are moved to detention centres till the country of origin 
accepts them.

Recent 
amendment

 z Before amendment: Until now, these are unique to Assam to determine if 
a person staying illegally is a “foreigner” or not. Also, powers to constitute 
tribunals vested with the Centre only.

 z After amendment: The MHA has amended the Foreigners (Tribunals) Order, 
1964, and has empowered district magistrates in all States and UTs to set up 
tribunals to decide whether a person staying illegally in India is a foreigner or 
not.

How recent 
amendment 
will help?

 z Empowerment and opportunity to individual:
(1) The amended Foreigners (Tribunal) Order, 2019 empowers individuals to 

approach the Tribunals.
(2) Earlier only the State administration could move the Tribunal against a 

suspect.
(3) It is to give adequate opportunity to those not included.

 z Suo-moto powers to District Magistrates:
(1) The amended order also allows district Magistrates to refer individuals who 

haven’t filed claims against their exclusion from NRC to the Tribunals to 
decide if they are foreigners or not.

(2) Opportunity will also be given to those who haven’t filed claims by referring 
their cases to the Tribunals.

Criticism  z Fear of denial of rights to minorities: It has instilled fear in parts of the 
population that measures like the NRC and Citizenship Bill, if implemented 
across India, will be used to deny minorities their rights.

 z Violative of the basic tenets of the Indian Constitution and Citizenship Act 
itself: Campaigners against the NRC and Citizenship Bill believe that such an

9 Amendment to the Foreigners
(Tribunals) Order, 1964
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amendment that empowers even district authorities to “detect” foreigners 
may be interpreted by the courts as violative of the basic tenets of the Indian 
Constitution and Citizenship Act itself.

 z Subversion of principles of natural justice: They argue that a person who is 
branded an undocumented immigrant by the state authorities will have to 
carry the burden of proving herself a legitimate citizen, rather than the other 
way around.

Conclusion  z This is positive step in right direction. It will help people and will give an 
opportunity to those who left out of NRC in case of Assam and other parts of 
country to challenge their exclusion and apply for their claim for citizenship.

 z Also, FTs constituted for specific purpose will reduce the burden on judiciary 
and will help to dispose the cases early.

 z MHA said that the order is applicable only to Assam for “all practical purposes” 
as the NRC is going on only in that state. Thus, it will dilute some of the criticisms 
to the amendment.

Sources The Hindu, Economictimes, the Wire.



Syllabus GS3:
 z Major crops and cropping patterns
 z Awareness in the field of issues relating to intellectual property rights. 

Question  z The Government has embarked on an ambitious mission of doubling the 
farmer's income by 2022. Examine the significance of GM Crops in achieving 
this goal and also comment upon the apprehensions raised by some sections.

Why in news?  z There have been events wherein farmers are resorting to the cultivation 
of illegal GM Brinjal in Haryana and openly using unapproved Bt cotton in 
Maharashtra.

More in news  z After examination National Bureau of Plant Genetic Resources (NBPGR), 
confirmed the presence of GM traits and hence Haryana state officials forced 
the farmer to uproot the crop. 

 z In another event in Akola district of Maharashtra farmers belonging to the ShetkariSanghatana 
defied the law to plant unapproved herbicide tolerant (HT) GM cotton.

GM 
Technology

 z Involves inserting DNA into the genome of an organism which provides 
resistance against insects or could also be Herbicide tolerance. 

Introduction  z GM Technology -
 z Bt Brinjal is genetically modified (GM) to resist the Brinjal fruit and shoot 

borer (an insect).  Though approved by the Genetic Engineering Appraisal 
Committee,  a moratorium was imposed by the Environment Minister

 z This Bt Brinjal is different from the one developed by the Indian company, 
Mahyco. Mahyco’sBt Brinjal is commercially grown in Bangladesh.

10  GM Crops
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 z About GEAC - constituted in 1990, is an apex body under the edges of 
Union Ministry of Environment and Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC) 
responsible for approval of genetically engineered products in India.

 z Bt Cotton
(1) A report submitted by a high-level committee to the government in 2018, 

stated nearly 15% of cotton grown in India could be illegal HT cotton.
(2) The Illegal HT Cotton helps in weed control leading to lower labor costs 

making cotton cultivation more lucrative.
Arguments in 
Favour of GM 
Crops 

 z Use of genetically modified technology, costs are reduced, pest attacks are 
lower and yield is higher, as has been showcased in countries like the U.S. and 
Canada.

 z According to a 2011 study by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, the 
monetary benefits to farmers who use this technology range between INR 
2,800 and INR 5,000 per hectare due to lower labor costs and improved yields.

 z GM Crop has already entered our food chain - cottonseed oil is extracted 
from Bt cotton plants is being consumed in parts of the country, especially in 
Gujarat and Maharashtra

 z Not only this, canola oil and soybean oil are both extracted from imported 
seeds, which are produced from genetically modified crops abroad.

 z The Risk of being Left Behind
(1) By resisting genetic engineering technologies, India risks falling behind 

the rest of the world where scientists are deploying gene editing tools to 
improve yields, disease resistance and shelf life of crops.

(2) A suit of gene editing technologies like CRISPR, TALENs will find no place 
in India if the policy paralysis continues on GM technologies in Brinjal, 
mustard, and cotton.

 z The recent incidence in Haryana and Maharashtra suggest the ban on genetically 
modified crops is not just restricting farmers from accessing technology but is 
also promoting an illegal market to flourish.

Opposition to 
GM Crops

 z Questions are raised on the genetic engineering technology itself on the 
grounds that it raises the cost of sowing as seen in the case of Bt Cotton and 
therefore in event of crop lose small farmers are unable to withstand crop 
loses.  

 z Also, the insertion of foreign genes (in the plant) could lead to molecular and 
cellular events not precisely understood.

 z Precautionary principle has been done away within India and no rigorous 
biosafety protocols and evaluation of GM crop are in place.

 z A GM-based strategy of pest control is unsustainable, all the more so since 
farmers, already pressed for land, ignore the government’s recommendation 
to plant refuge crops.

 z Experts Opinion
(1) Expert committee appointed by the Supreme Court in the public interest 

litigations over GM crops recommended a ban on genetically modifying 
those crops for which India is a center of origin or diversity. Brinjal happens 
to be such a crop.
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(2) Bt brinjal found no support from State governments, Kerala and 
Uttarakhand asked for a ban on GM crops. States with substantial brinjal 
cultivation, i.e. West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar opposed the release pending 
rigorous, extensive testing.

(3) Bt cotton in India failed to live up to promise in 10yrs on high yield pest 
resistance and reduction in insecticide use which made eminent scientist 
Dr. Swaminathan stating GM Crops as a failed experiment.

(4) Pests have developed resistance to Bt cotton, forcing farmers to spray 
lethal pesticides. This led to over 50 deaths by pesticide-poisoning in 
Vidarbha in 2017.

From Farmers 
Perspective

 z Distressed Farmers are not able to reap the benefits of genetically modified 
crops because of their ban.

 z Farmer groups have demanded the release of Mahyco’sBt Brinjal and other 
GM crops in the regulatory pipeline which showcases farmers eagerness to test 
new crops and technologies, even at the risk of facing legal action.

 z Under the Environment Protection Act, 1986, growing GM crops that are not 
approved by the government can lead to a five-year jail term and INR 1 lakh 
fine.

 z Farmers do not and cannot assess the long-term impact of GM Crops on ecology 
and health.

Challenges  z Regulatory Failure: Parliamentary Standing Committee on Agriculture and 
the Committee on Science & Technology, Environment and Forests expressed 
grave concerns about lapses in the regulatory system over GM Crop.

 z It is difficult to differentiate between saplings of a genetically modified plant 
and those of a normal variety plant.

 z Also, when a farmer grows genetically modified Brinjal, the harvested crop is 
similar to any other variety

 z If the ban imposed on GM food crops on the grounds of protecting India’s 
biodiversity and consumer health, then the government is to undertake 
extensive strip-testing of Brinjal and map the extent of GM crop cultivation 
in the country.

 z When farmers use unapproved seeds, not only will farmers not have any 
recourse in case of crop failure, such usage also breaches the environmental 
and health safety of consumers.

Way Forward  z Since the moratorium on GM Crops no progress made toward addressing the 
issues which highlight the need for more rigorous and sensitive studies than 
those conducted so far.

 z The farming sector is in crisis alternate has strategies such as organic and zero 
budget natural farming should also be looked into.

 z As rightly pointed put by Prof. Swaminathan genetic engineering technology is 
supplementary and must be need-based to be used only in rare circumstance.

Source Livemint, The Hindu, Indian express, RSTV
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Syllabus  z GS2: Parliament and State Legislature  
Question  z The need to move towards simultaneous elections is widely discussed in public 

sphere. Critically analysed possible challenges that might be faced upon its 
implementation in Indian political system. 

Why in news?  z In a bid to build consensus on holding simultaneous polls to the Lok Sabha and 
state assemblies, Prime Minister Narendra Modi for the first time convened the 
meeting of presidents of all political parties 

Introduction  z What are simultaneous elections or ONOE proposal. 
(1) Simultaneous elections or the “One Nation, One Election” proposal 

envisages a mechanism where elections to all states and the Lok Sabha 
will be held together. 

(2) It would enable voters to cast their vote for electing members of not only 
Lok Sabha but also the state assemblies on a single day, at the same time (or 
in a phased manner as the case may be).

 z Background:
(1) Simultaneous elections was a norm until 1967, but following dissolution of 

some Legislative Assemblies in 1968 and 1969 and that of the Lok Sabha in 
December 1970, elections to State Assemblies and Parliament were held 
separately.

(2) Election Commission in 1983 and the Law Commission’s Report of 1999 
also proposed for simultaneous elections.

(3) In recent times the push came ahead of the 2014 Lok Sabha polls in 
the ruling party's manifesto.

(4) Law Commission recommends amendments to at least five Constitutional 
Provisions and Electoral Law in its working paper brought out in April 2018.

 z Transition to ONOE
(1) Option available is to - 

(a) make the shift to simultaneous polls in a phased manner where general 
elections, elections to few of State Assemblies and a Union Territory 
may be synchronised.

(b) Elections to the remaining State Legislative Assemblies and Union 
Territory with Legislature be synchronised later.

(c) The election schedules are to be such drawn so that elections to the Lok 
Sabha, all the State Legislative Assemblies and Union Territories (with 
legislatures) will be held simultaneously from 2024.

(d) For such a synchronisation to happen, besides political consensus and 
transitional provisions for extension of term up to six months in some 
states and amendments to the Constitution have to be made.

Significance  z Reduce enormous costs involved in separate elections thou stated by Law 
Commission of India, Election Commission of India need to procure additional

11 One Nation One Election
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EVMs which would cost Rs 4,500 crore but the expenditure incurred will 
eventually even out in the long run.

 z Focus on governance The mechanism will help ruling parties to run the 
administration efficiently instead of constantly being in election mode. This is 
more so true when one looks from national perspective.

 z Boost voters turnout - as has been suggested by Law Commission if simultaneous 
polls are held.

 z End policy paralysis witnessed due to multiple imposition of Model Code of 
Conduct in the five-year tenure of government.

 z Limit communal and casteist propaganda - Since elections are heavily loaded 
with various identity based divisive propaganda, ONOE can help limit its 
frequency/ 

Opposition to 
ONOE

 z Will affect the judgment of voters as National and state issues are different.
 z Gains made by regional parties will be lost in favour of the national parties. 

Regional parties are bargain a better deal for their states in return for support 
to ONOE.

 z Reduces Accountability due to multiple elections at various levels legislators 
made to be more accountability towards citizens.

 z Threat of subversion of democracy and federalism because of proclamation of 
President’s rule in states until the synchronised phase.  

 z Constitutional provision relating to no-confidence motion and related issues 
may jeopardise the future of synchronised elections.

Challenges  z Herculean task of Amending the constitution
(1) Articles 83 and 172, guarantying five years to every elected Lok Sabha and 

Assembly respectively, ‘unless sooner dissolved’ will have to be amended.
(2) Articles 85(1) and 174(1) stipulate that the intervening period between the 

last session of the House of the People / State Legislative Assemblies and 
the first Session of the subsequent House / Assemblies shall not exceed six 
months.

(3) Article 356, President’s rule, may need to be amended as it is invoked 
only when there is a failure of constitutional machinery in a state – so 
for imposition of Presidents rule to conduct of simultaneous elections is 
problematic.

(4) Amending the Presidents rule will alter the basic structure of the 
Constitution and will impinge on federalism.

 z Tenth Schedule  or the Anti-defection law – will have to be reconsidered if 
Assemblies and the Lok Sabha must ensure continuous governance for five 
years, if the ruling party does not have a large mandate. Dilution of anti-
defection law may lead to horse trading.

 z So even if ONOE comes in – what happens
(1) if there is a hung Assembly/Parliament situation?
(2) What if a government falls due to a no-confidence motion?
(3) What if a representative dies one year into their tenure?.

 z The international examples put forth in support of  ONOE – like Sweden, 
Belgium and South Africa – cannot be compared to a country like India, whose 
population and area is many times that of the smaller countries. 
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Way Forward
 

 z To allay fear of undue advantage to national party under ONOE mechanism 
regional parties could work towards putting a cap on expenditure by political 
parties which for now is only applied on individual candidates expenditure.

 z The possibility of state funding of elections based on their poll performance 
can also be explored. 

 z Appointment of additional Central armed police forces so as to reduce poll 
duration of two-three months to about 33 to 35 days as has been suggested by  
Mr. Krishnamurthy former CEC who oversaw 2004 election.

 z Reduction in duration will also do away with the undesired  fallout on 
developmental activities and governance on implementation of Moral Code of 
Conduct.

Source Livemint, The Hindu , Indian express, RSTV, Firstpost

 

12 Allegation of Sexual Harassment
Against CJI

Allegation of Sexual Harassment Against CJI
Syllabus GS 4:  Probity in governance
Why in news?  z A former employee of the CJI who worked as an junior court assistant wrote to 

all the judges of the Supreme Court alleging sexual harassment and subsequent 
victimization by the Chief Justice of India Ranjan Gogoi.

More in news  z The complainant made her charge in the form of an affidavit, supported by 
purported evidence, and had sent it to 22 judges of the court.

 z A panel appointed by SC to inquire into accusations levelled against the CJI has 
found no substance.

 z As the committee being a part of In-House procedure, the report submitted 
is not liable to be made public which is in accordance with the decision of the 
2003 case of Indira Jaising vs Supreme Court of India.    

About In 
- House 
Procedure

 z devised in 1999 envisages a committee of three judges to deal with allegations 
against serving Supreme Court judges.

 z The in-house panel in this case was headed by Justice S.A. Bobde, while other 
two judges on the panel were Justice Indu Malhotra and Indira Banerjee. 

 z The committee conducting in house inquiry cleared CJI of the allegation , 
finding “no substance" against him.

SC's Response  z The  courts response was quick, within hours of the allegation going public the 
court convened an extraordinary sitting.

 z The sitting was attended by CJI himself and the solicitor general
 z Justice Gogoi warned of a "bigger force" behind the complaint set off by the 

people who want to deactivate the office of CJI.
 z The panel formed for enquiring was as per the internal procedure of SC to 

ensure that judges are not wrongly targeted. Therefore the Vishakha guidelines 
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are not applicable at this stage. If some substance is found in the allegations 
then the full provisions shall become applicable. 

 z Therefore the complainant was not allowed the service of a lawyer and the 
proceedings were not made public. 

Critic over 
finding of the 
committee

 z The report giving clean chit to Justice Gogoi not only can't be made public 
evades judicial review. 

 z The report was not given to the complainant but given to the CJI, the accused. 
 z The complainant does not have any other option but to approach the SC again 

for irregularities in the functioning of the panel. 
 z The details regarding what evidence was examined who else was testified was 

not known not even to the complainant.
 z Reference to complainant’s credibility and to her alleged criminal record when 

she was absent from the proceedings was uncalled for.
Complainants 
Version

 z The woman withdrew from the proceedings on being denied a lawyer, audio/
video recordings, copies of her statement and information with respect to the 
procedure being followed by the committee.

 z The complainant also expressed her reservation towards composition of 
the panel which did not have majority of women members, as prescribes in 
Vishakha guidelines and the Prevention of Sexual Harassment against Women 
at the Workplace Act (POSH).

 z Vishakha guidelines - these are legally binding, defined sexual harassment and 
has imposed three parameters on the institutions i.e. prohibition, prevention 
and redressal.

Sexual 
harassment at 
the workplace 
(prevention, 
prohibition 
and redressal) 
act 2013

(1) It defined sexual harassment.
(2) It lays down the procedure for complaint and inquiry and the action to be 

taken.
(3) It lays down the procedure and defines various aspects of sexual harassment.
(4) Its mandates establishment of internal complaints committee (ICC) at each 

office or branch with 10 or more employers
(5) The rights of all women working or visiting a work place are protected under 

the Act.
(6) ICC has power equivalent to that of a civil court in respect of matters involving

(a) summoning and examining any person on oath
(b) requiring the discovery and production of documents

Way Forward
 

 z To ascertain innocence of the CJI and to restore faith in judiciary to which this 
particular incidence has jeopardised setting up of an independent committee 
consisting external member to probe the case afresh.

Source Livemint, The Hindu , Indian express, ,Live law.
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Syllabus GS 2: Constitution, Polity
Question Reservation in promotion has become a contentious issue in India. Comment.
Why is it 
in the 
news?

 z The Supreme Court recently (May 2019) upheld the constitutional validity of a 
2017 Karnataka government order.

 z The order granted reservation in promotions to government employees from 
the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe communities.

 z In September 2018, a Constitutional bench had amended a 2006 order that 
required states to show quantifiable data to prove the backwardness of a 
Scheduled Caste or Scheduled Tribe community before providing quotas in 
promotions.

 z The bench led by former Chief Justice Dipak Misra had said there was no need 
to provide any such quantifiable data.

Background  z Indra Sawhney vs Union of India(1992):
(1) Supreme Court in its landmark decision in Indra Sawhney vs Union of India, 

held that reservations under Article 16(4) could only be provided at the 
time of entry into government service but not in matters of promotion.

(2) Also, there will be no creamy layer test for SC/ST. Creamy layer test is present 
in ObC.

 z Later, Parliament enacted three constitutional amendments in 1995, 2000 and 
2002, giving the go-ahead for reservations.

 z In 1995, Parliament adopted the 77th amendment by which clause (4A) was 
inserted into Article 16 to enable reservation to be made in promotion for SCs 
and STs.

 z Nagaraj vs. Union of India(2006):
 z In Nagaraj case, the Court validated Parliament’s decision to extend reservations 

for SC/STs to include promotions (reservation in promotion).
 z However, the Nagaraj judgement laid down three controlling conditions:

(1) The State must show the backwardness of the class.
(2) It must show that the class is inadequately represented in the position/

service for which reservations in promotion will be granted.
(3) It must show that the reservations are in the interest of administrative 

efficiency. 
2018 judgment by Supreme Court:

 z There is no need to show that the person is really backward or not.
 z Administrative efficiency provision is also not significant.
 z However, states will have to back it with data to show their inadequate 

representation in the cadre.
 z The court also asked the government to examine the possibility of introducing 

creamy layer for Scheduled Castes (SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).

13   Reservation in Promotion
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Why reserv-
ation in 
promotions?

 z Historical Injustice:
(1) SCs and STs have for centuries been subjected to discrimination.
(2) The Scheduled Castes, were deprived of elementary rights, including having 

a place in administration and governance.
 z Inadequate Representation:

(1) There are very few SC/ST candidates in the higher echelons of government.
(2) Therefore, they were entitled to reservation in promotions as part of 

affirmative action under Article 16(4)(a).
(3) Inclusion through recruitment is the mere beginning of an empowerment 

process. It needs to be carried forward in the form of parity and equality at 
the highest decision-making level.

Arguments 
against

 z Goes against Merit:
(1) While reservation continues to be a contentious issue and is used by political 

parties to win votes, it goes against the principle of merit.
(2) It was argued that while this ensured a candidate who came in through 

reservations could reach the third level of seniority by the age of 45, the 
general category candidate would only make it by the age of 56.

 z Classes among itself:
(1) There's a difference in the incomes of SC/ST families that are educated and 

those that are not makes it clear that SC/ST as a group cannot be considered 
backward or under-privileged.

(2) Data from primary research agency Price shows that 7% of all SC households 
and 5.3% of ST ones have an income of more than `10 lakh per annum.

Other Issues/
Impe-
diments

 z Efficiency (A grey area):
(1) The third criterion of Nagaraj judgment of maintenance of efficiency 

remains a grey area.
(2) The primary touchstone of which the “loss of efficiency” needs to be gauged 

has never been explained in any court verdict and is devoid of empirical 
study.

 z Age Issue:
(1) Government jobs usually go by seniority upto a point, and then by merit.
(2) The reason why so few dalits are up there near the top is that their average 

age of entry is around 29-31, when other candidates enter in the range of 
24-26.

(3) That is why they lose on the seniority criteria most of the times.
 z Lack of data: So far, no quantifiable data had been placed before the court on 

the inadequacy of representation of SC/STs in promotions
Way Ahead  z The recent judgment & Article 335:

(1) Explaining Article 335, the bench held that special measures need to be 
adopted for considering the claims of SCs and STs in order to bring them to 
a level playing field.

(2) The need to maintain the efficiency of administration cannot be construed 
as a fetter on adopting the special measures.

 z Debate and Discussions: Being a very crucial and contentious issue, it needs 
more debates by all the stakeholders.

 z Backwardness criteria: Some argues that backwardness of a community has to 
be the main ground for granting quota benefits in promotions to an employee
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 z Addressing Age Issue:
(1) Lowering the age of entry of SC/ST candidates in the administrative services.
(2) What the government really needs to do is focus on getting younger SCs to 

enter the services through quotas.
Source The Hindu, The Wire, Firstpost, LiveLaw.

 

Syllabus GS 2: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 
relating to Health.  

Question The unrest among the people about healthcare facilities in India many a times 
leads to violence against the medical professionals. 

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Indian Medical Association (IMA) had announced (on 16th June) that all 
non-essential services, including out-patient services, will be withdrawn for 24 
hours across India.

 z The move was in support of the striking junior doctors in West bengal.
What has 
happened?

 z Junior doctors at the Nil Ratan Sircar Medical College and Hospital (NRS) in 
Kolkata were allegedly assaulted by the relatives of a deceased patient following 
allegations of medical negligence.

 z One of the doctors received serious skull injuries.
 z It later spread as a major pan-India movement with the medical fraternity, like 

Indian Medical Association (IMA) supporting it.
Indian Medical 
Association

 z The Indian Medical Association (IMA) is a national voluntary organisation of 
Doctors of Modern Scientific System of Medicine in India.

 z It was established in 1928 as the All India Medical Association, renamed "Indian 
Medical Association" in 1930.

Doctor's 
Safety in India

 z Incidents of violence against doctors in India have seen a recent increase.
 z According to an estimate by the Indian Medical Association, more than 75% of 

doctors have seen violence at work.
Causes of 
Violence/ 
unrest among 
the people

 z Lack of infrastructure and inadequate human resources:
(1) Government spending on public health is about 1.2% of GDP.
(2) Many millions of Indians depend on the cheap but inadequate public health 

system.
(3) Lack of adequate resources and long queues.

 z Delay in Patient care:
(1) In overcrowded government hospitals, it is inevitable that the quality of 

care may sometimes get delayed/compromised.
(2) It imparts a perception of neglect and unsatisfaction to the patient and 

their family.
 z High Expectations: High expectations of complete and quick improvement 

from the patient and their relatives.

14 Doctor's Safety in India
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Issues/ 
Challenges

 z The security of doctors: The security of doctors at work is a significant challenge 
in the most government hospitals in India(lack of adequate security personnel).

 z No Protocol/Policy yet:
(1) The Government of India has not yet been able to formulate a definitive 

protocol for tackling these violent incidences.
(2) There exist no laws for the protection and safety of the medical community.

 z Majority of cases of violence goes unpunished (Figure below):

The Other Side  z Lack of Medical Ethics:
(1) In an article titled ‘White Coated Corruption’ published in the Indian Journal 

of Medical Ethics, the author writes, “India is said to have one of the most 
corrupt medical systems in the whole world".

(2) The situation has become so bad that patients today approach doctors with 
mixed feelings-of faith and fear, of hope and hostility.

 z Greed:
(1) Greed for money afflict a large section of the medical profession.

Way Ahead  z Public spending on healthcare must increase. Crumbling infrastructure must 
be restored. 

 z Referring to district hospitals must be done only when needed. 
 z OPD protocols for efficient management must be adopted. 
 z CCTVs and restriction of entry of visitors which should be enforced uniformly 

across the country.
 z The public must be made to realize that the hospitals are sanctums of healing 

and any violence against the health workers could jeopardize the management 
of sick patients and hamper their recovery to health.

 z Central law: There is need to draft a central law regarding the safety of medicos 
at healthcare facilities.

 z The media must also be quite sensitive in reporting about the doctors and 
health-care facilities.

 z From Doctor's side:
(1) It is also important for doctors to follow their medical ethics and prevent 

themselves from the temptation.
(2) To regain social respect, doctors must remind themselves of their oath and 

develop a spirit of service, empathy with patients, and sacrifice.
Source The Hindu, LiveMint, ToI, NCbI.
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Syllabus GS 2:
 z Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability.
 z Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services 

relating to Health.
Question There is need to repeal or restructure the Medical council of India. discuss with 

reference to the newly introduced Indian Medical Council bill.
Why is it in the 
news?

 z The Cabinet has approved the Indian Medical Council (Amendment bill), 2019.
 z The bill provides for supersession of the Medical Council of India (MCI) for a 

period of two years from August 26, 2018.
Why the 
new Bill? / 
Problems with 
MCI

 z The MCI was established in 1934 under the Indian Medical Council Act, 1933, 
now repealed.

 z Its main function was establishing uniform standards of higher qualifications in 
medicine and recognition of medical qualifications in India and abroad.

 z Problems:
(1) Failure of MCI to produce doctors, including specialists and super specialists.
(2) Shortage of teachers in medical colleges.
(3) Poor regulation of undergraduate and postgraduate medical education
(4) Opacity and alleged corruption in the functioning of the regulator.
(5) Lack of accountability and failure to discharge mandated responsibilities.
(6) Prevalence of capitation fees in private medical colleges in violation of the 

law.
 z Amid allegations of corruption against MCI office-bearers, the Supreme Court 

had in May 2016 directed the government to set up an oversight committee with 
the authority to oversee all statutory functions of MCI till the new legislation 
comes in. 

More in the 
news

 z Salient features of the Bill:
(1) The Indian Medical Council (Amendment Bill), 2019, is aimed at bringing 

in transparency, accountability and quality in the governance of medical 
education in the country.

(2) Board of Governors(BOG) appointed in supersession of Medical Council of 
India (MCI) will continue to exercise the powers of MCI.

(3) A National Licentiate Examination for MbbS graduates will be introduced 
within three years of the bill’s passage by Parliament.

(4) Seat Allocation: The bill allows Medical Colleges to keep 50% of the seats to 
themselves and 50% for regulation.

(5) A Medical Advisory Council:
(a) The council constituted by the central government will advise and make 

recommendations to the NMC.
(b) The Council will include a member from each state and Union Territory, 

chairperson of the University Grants Commission (UGC)

15 Medical Council of India
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(6)  Four Autonomous boards:
(a)   Under Graduate Medical Examination Board.
(b) Post Graduate Medical Examination Board.
(c) Medical Assessment and Rating Board.
(d) Ethics and Medical Registration Board.

Significance  z Governance:
(1) Medical commission bill provides for simplification of procedures and is 

expected to enhance the governance and quality of medical education.
(2) It is expected to reduce the corruption from MCI.

 z Separation of functions: With the 4 Autonomous boards, the dual role of 
overseeing medical education and medical ethics by MCI is removed.

 z Improvement in quality of education: The bill will improve the quality of 
medical education through National level NEET Examination for UG-level. 

Problems/
Criticism of 
the new bill

 z Government Control: With nomination instead of election, the autonomy of 
medical education will entirely go into the hands of the government.

 z Market Oriented:
(1) The 50% Un-regulated medical seats may lead to corruption.
(2) Instead of checking the lucrative business, the Bill legalizes it.
(3) Some health experts allege that the NMC Bill is firmly oriented towards the 

market and may disturb the medical admission process in India.
 z Private players:

(1) The Bill allows private players to run Medical Colleges in existing district 
hospitals to provide affordable health-care to rural areas.

(2) The private players may charge exorbitant prices.
 z Nominated Members:

(1) Having a number of nominated members does not guarantee excellence.
(2) In fact, quite the reverse may happen with a number of time servers being 

nominated, the chief qualification being proximity to the government of 
the day.

Way Ahead  z In order to provide a high quality medical care service accessible to every 
citizen, the following steps are advised:
(1) India need to have a clear idea about health human resources required.
(2) decide about how to set up the requisite number of training institutions.
(3) Have clear policies for employment and remuneration of the graduates of 

these institutions.
(4) Decide on the resources required to make this possible in a realistic time 

scale and take the states along in any planning in this sector.
 z Consultations with all stakeholders: A wider consultation is needed with 

professional organisations and civil society to arrive at a consensus.
 z Training: Community level accredited practitioners can be given training / 

bridge course and should be equipped to provide the first line of care for acute 
conditions.

Source The Hindu, LiveMint, Indian Express, bS.
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Syllabus GS 3: Indian Economy.
Question It is vital for the government to have a national survey-based employment/

unemployment data. Discuss with reference to the delay in NSSO's data publication.
Why is it in the 
news?

 z As per the National Sample Survey Office's (NSSO's) periodic labour force 
survey, India's unemployment rate hit a 45-year-high of 6.1% in 2017-18.

 z NSSO's periodic labour force survey (PLFS) comes under the Ministry of 
Statistics and Programme Implementation.

More in the 
news

 z This latest data on unemployment in India by NSSO is yet to come in public 
domain.

 z It is the first comprehensive survey on employment conducted by a government 
agency after demonetisation move in November 2016.

 z Other Key Findings of NSSO's Report:
 z Rural-Urban divide: Unemployment was higher in urban areas (7.8%) as 

compared to 5.3% in rural areas of the country.
 z Gender Divide:

(1) For educated rural females, the unemployment rate ranged between 9.7% 
to 15.2% between 2004-05 to 2011-12, which rose to 17.3% in 2017-18.

(2) In case of rural educated males, the joblessness rate surged to 10.5% in 
2017-18 from 3.5-4.4% between 2004-05 to 2011-12.

 z Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR): The portion of the population working 
or seeking job -declined to 36.9% in 2017-18 as against 39.5% in 2011-12.

Introduction-
Employment 
in India

 z despite achieving an impressive and steadily rising economic growth in recent 
years, India still faces the challenge of creating adequate decent employment 
opportunities.

 z The youth presently make up close to 35% of the population and the Indian 
workforce is expected to increase to approximately 60 Cr by the year 2022.

 z Government's Objectives:
(1) To generate nearly 70 lakh jobs annually to absorb the net addition to the 

workforce.
(2) Increase female labour force participation to at least 30 per cent by 2022-

23.
(3) Encourage increased formalization of the labour force by reforming labour laws.

Employment 
data 
calculation

 z The Employment-Unemployment survey conducted by National Sample 
Survey Office (NSSO), is the most comprehensive survey, conducted once in 
every five years.

 z This was last conducted for the fiscal year 2011-12.
 z The most recent round of employment survey should have occurred in 2016-

17, as per the five-year schedule.
 z However, the survey was discontinued and an annual survey of households on 

jobs was started from 2017-18.

16  Employment Scenario in India
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Constraints/ 
Concerns

 z Employment data:
(1) Not to have a timely and periodic estimate of the work force is a concern.
(2) This lack of data prevents us from rigorously monitoring the employment 

situation and assessing the impact of various interventions to create jobs.
 z Challenge to Academia & Policy Makers:

(1) Lack of recent data creates challenges for policymakers and also to academia 
to fairly assess the current employment situation.

(2) The absence of credible data also leads to a situation of claims and counter-
claims on employment creation under any government.

 z Low Productive Jobs:
(1) A large share of India’s workforce is employed in low productivity activities 

with low levels of remuneration.
(2) This is especially true of the informal sector.

 z Social Security:
(1) A large number of workers that are engaged in the unorganized sector are 

not covered by labour regulations and social security.
(2) The multiplicity and complexity of laws makes compliance and enforcement 

difficult and hence majority of workforce stay out of social security net.
 z Skills:

(1) According to the India Skill Report 2018, only 47 per cent of those coming 
out of higher educational institutions are employable.

(2) It becomes difficult for the person to get a job of his qualification and they 
end up doing low productive work.

Way Ahead  z Data:
(1) There is an urgent need to have current, accurate and publicly available 

data through regular, dynamic and comprehensive surveys.
(2) It will help monitoring the employment situation and assessing the impact 

of various interventions to create jobs.
 z Well Paid High Productive Jobs: To capitalize on its demographic dividend, 

India must create well-paying, high productivity jobs.
 z Modernization of Agriculture:

(1) Of India’s total workforce of about 52 crore, agriculture employed nearly 
49% while contributing only 15% of the GVA.

(2) Comprehensive modernization of agriculture and allied sectors are needed 
urgently.

 z MSMEs:
(1) MSME is one sector with huge potential to create not only self-employment 

but also opportunities to create jobs further.
(2) Many MSMEs like handlooms and handicrafts are labour intensive.

 z Skill Enhancement:
(1) There is urgent need to invest in skill development and capacity building of 

the workforce.
(2) Government has already taken some measures in the direction which needs 

to be further expedite considering the ground realities.
Source The Hindu, LiveMint, NITI Aayog, bT.
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Syllabus GS 2: Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability. GS 3: 
Indian Economy. 

Question  z Facts and data are vital for functioning of economy. For it is these facts and data 
which make our governments accountable. Discuss with reference to recent 
GdP data controversy.

Why is it in the 
news?

 z The former chief economic advisor (CEA) Arvind Subramanian claim that India’s 
gross domestic product (GDP) was over-estimated for most of this decade.

 z Based on his new research paper, that GDP growth in 2011-16 was only 4.5%, 
not 7% as officially claimed.

 z He felt the new methodology for calculating GDP post-2011 had exaggerated 
true growth. 

More in the 
news

 z Officials had started work on the new way of measuring national income during 
the second United Progressive Alliance (UPA) government.

 z It was implemented by the current government in 2015.
 z One of the major changes was the use of data available with the Ministry of 

Corporate Affairs in place of the annual survey of industries.
 z The idea was to use the financial information of companies that apparently 

captures national income better.
Issues  z NSSO Report:

(1) About 16.4% of companies in the MCA-21 database were either non-traceable 
or closed, and another 21.4% were ‘out of coverage’ or misclassified.

(2) CSO’s assumption that non-reporting companies contribute positively to 
GVA growth, and hence a multiplier is justified to account for the missing 
firms in the database.

(3) Several experts including the former chief statistician, Pronab Sen, have 
questioned the multiplier methodology.

 z Methodological Changes:
(1) Shift from factor-cost-based method to market-cost-based method.
(2) Further, government changed the base year used for calculations to 2011-

12 from the previous 2004-05.
(3) However, this had led to the problem of not being able to compare recent 

data with the years preceding 2011-12.
Difference in 
Methodology 
and Numbers

 z As per the research paper by Arvind Subramanian, the actual average GdP 
growth for the period between FY12 and FY17 may have been about 4.5%, 
sharply lower than the official estimate of about 7%.

 z On the other hand, back series data released by government last year lowers 
the GdP numbers during UPA government.

 z The new back series data release shows that GDP growth during previous 
government (2005-06 to 2013-14) averaged 6.7%, compared with the 8.1% and 
7.46%, respectively, estimated using the older method.

17 GDP Data
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 z In January this year, the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 

published the revised growth estimates for fiscal 2017, raising growth for that 
year by 1.1 percentage points to 8.2 percent, the highest in a decade. 

Concerns  z Hampers Credibility:
(1) The sharp revision and different numbers will make the Indian economy 

figures a subject of ridicule before the world since nothing can be trusted 
anymore.

(2) The numbers could be seen with a lot more suspicion in future.
(3) All the economic assumptions, rating decisions and investment decisions 

will now come up for scrutiny.
 z Political Considerations:

(1) In a joint statement in March, 108 economists and social scientists 
highlighted this issue as one of the areas of concern.

(2) They suggested that the revision might have been affected because of 
‘political considerations.

 z Challenge to Policy Makers:
(1) Large revisions not only raise questions on credibility but also create 

challenges for policymakers.
(2) Since revised data is available much later, policymakers rely on initial 

(advance or provisional) estimates to take policy decisions.
 z Inter-state disparity:

(1) The change has boosted the size of several state economies, easing their 
financing constraints even while raising such constraints for poorer states.

(2) This has created complications for the 15th Finance Commission, which is 
now trying to ‘reconcile’ the data.

Way Ahead  z Need of more Accurate and Reliable data:
(1) It is easier to blame the methodology as it is very subjective and something 

that can be twisted easily as per the need of the hour.
(2) The need for accurate statistical data and independent statistical system is 

not only important for academic research but also vitally crucial for policy 
making.

 z An independent panel could be establish to review the entire exercise.
 z Transparency on the methodology and better data dissemination standards 

can help improve the credibility of the official GDP numbers.
 z The CSO, which has now been merged with NSSO, can learn from the latter’s 

dissemination policies and start releasing unit-level data for all databases used 
in national accounts estimation (including MCA-21).

Source The Hindu, LiveMint, ET.
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Syllabus  z GS-1: issues related to women.
Question  z What do you understand by triple talaq? Discuss in detail why we need law on 

triple talaq? What made it so contentious?
Why is it in 
news?

 z The government introduced The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on 
Marriage) Bill, 2019, also known as the triple ‘talaq’ Bill in the Lok Sabha.

 z Opposition members protested it by claiming that it was violative of the 
Constitution.

Provision of 
the Muslim 
Women 
(Protection 
of Rights on 
Marriage) Bill, 
2019

 z Declaration of triple talaq invalid: The Bill makes all declaration of instant triple 
talaq, including in written or electronic form, to be void (i.e. not enforceable in 
law) and illegal.

 z Definition of talaq:
(1) It defines talaq as talaq-e-biddat or any other similar form of talaq 

pronounced by a Muslim man resulting in instant and irrevocable divorce.  
(2) Talaq-e-biddat refers to the practice under Muslim personal laws where 

pronouncement of the word ‘talaq’ thrice in one sitting by a Muslim man to 
his wife results in an instant and irrevocable divorce.

 z Offence and penalty:
(1) The Bill makes declaration of talaq a cognizable offence, attracting up to 

three years’ imprisonment with a fine.  (A cognizable offence is one for 
which a police officer may arrest an accused person without warrant.)  

(2) The offence will be cognizable only if information relating to the offence is 
given by: (i) the married woman (against whom talaq has been declared), or 
(ii) any person related to her by blood or marriage. 

(3) The Bill Provides-Magistrate to grant bail to the accused- only after- hearing 
the woman (against whom talaq has been pronounced) and if Magistrate 
satisfied- that there are reasonable grounds for granting bail.

 z Allowance: A Muslim woman, against whom talaq has been declared, is 
entitled to seek subsistence allowance from her husband for herself and for 
her dependent children.  The amount of the allowance will be determined by 
the Magistrate.

 z Custody: A Muslim woman against whom such talaq has been declared, is 
entitled to seek custody of her minor children. The manner of custody will be 
determined by the Magistrate.

SC decision in 
this regard

 z Violative of Article 14 and 21: Supreme Court with its five-judge constitutional 
bench set aside the decade-old practice of instant triple talaq saying it was 
violative of Article 14 and 21 of the Indian Constitution.

Why we 
need law on 
triple talaq? / 
Arguments in

 z Dignity and empowerment of Muslim women: It is required to give Muslim 
women a sense of security and empowerment and to maintain their dignity.

 z Equality: It is needed to give Muslim women same footing with respect to 
Muslim men.

18 Triple Talaq Bill
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Support  z Responsibility of Legislature:
(1) By enacting a law on the verdict of Supreme Court is the responsibility of 

the legislature.
(2) Firm law is also need of hour to discontinue the ongoing, unnoticed, 

unconstitutional triple talaq practices.
 z Secularism, Parity with International laws: Custom of triple talaq is already 

banned in major Muslim countries like Saudi Arabia, Morocco, Pakistan, etc. 
India also needs to ban it to maintain secularism and Parity with International 
laws.

 z Deterrence:  Declaration of talaq a cognizable offence by a bill will act as 
deterrence against any arbitrary triple talaq cases.

Arguments 
against
 

 z Tool for revenge or to force decisions: Many Islamic religious experts believe 
that it can be misused by parties in conflict to take revenge or to force something 
against their will.

 z Criminalisation of marriage: Until now, Marriage is seen as a civil contract 
between parties. But provisions of the bill will criminalise this civil institution.

 z Deterrence: Deterrence is effective only when we need not to use it. If we need 
to use it, it’s a total failure of deterrence. Thus, in actual practice, it is difficult 
to work.

 z Proportionality in punishment: As some Muslim MPs pointed out that, bill 
violated constitutional rights as it stipulated a three-year jail term for Muslim 
men, whereas a similar offence by non-Muslim men attracted only a year of jail 
term. 

 z Class legislation: Some argued it as a “textbook example of class legislation” as 
it was pointed at one community-Muslims-even though abandoning wives was 
not unique to it. 

 z SC decision: It is argued that SC never proposed for criminalisation of triple 
talaq. Civil institution should have civil laws in place and not criminal laws.

Way forward  z Addressing the Concerns:
(1) Maintenance issue: The women and children of party in conflict are entailed 

to get maintenance but it is illogical to expect a man who is imprisoned for 
3 years to provide maintenance.

(2) Practicability of implementation: There is need to check practicability of 
implementation given the literacy rate among the Muslims and previous 
cases where Muslim clerics disregarded the Supreme Court ban on triple 
talaq by using the term “talaq-e-bain” to divorce the wife unilaterally.

Conclusion  z The Bill will help in ensuring gender justice and gender equality of married 
Muslim women and will help them in practising their fundamental rights of 
non-discrimination and empowerment.

Sources The Hindu, RSTV, Livemint, PRS
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Syllabus  z GS-2: bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India 
and/or affecting India’s interests.

Why is it in 
news?

 z In recent years, India-Canada ties have deteriorated given the view that the 
current Justin Trudeau administration is soft on individuals and organisations 
that support the demand for Khalistan, a separate Sikh homeland.

 z Recent Canadian government report on terror threats avoided the words 
‘Khalistani extremism’ which was criticised by the Indian government. 

About 2018 
Public Report 
on the 
Terrorism 
Threat to 
Canada

 z 5 key terror threats facing Canada:
(1) Earlier, report had identified Sikh extremism and Khalistan movement in 

Punjab as one of 5 key terror threats facing Canada.
(2) Other 4 are- Sunni Islamist Extremism, Right-Wing Extremism, Shia 

Extremism and Canadian Extremist Travellers.
 z Removal of words-Sikh extremism and Khalistan: due to heavy pressure from 

Sikh organisations and community in Canada, Canadian government updated 
report and removed the words-Sikh extremism and Khalistan.

Why Canada is 
important to 
India?

 z Democracy, pluralism: Canada and India have longstanding bilateral relations 
built upon shared traditions of democracy, pluralism and strong interpersonal 
connections.

 z Deep cultural and political ties.
 z Remittances.
 z Diaspora: Canada is home to one of the largest South Asian communities 

abroad per capita, with approximately 3.6 percent of Canadians being of Indian 
heritage (1.2 million people).

 z Development assistance: Canada continues to provide development 
assistance to India through Indian and Canadian NGOs and through multilateral 
mechanisms such as the Wb and the Adb.

 z Energy security: It supports India’s energy security aspirations through 
increased exports of conventional and nuclear energy as well as clean and 
renewable energy technology.

Areas of co-
operation

 z Education Sector: Post-secondary enrolment by Indian students at Canadian 
universities and colleges rose over 140-150 % between 2012 and 2018. Over 
124,000 Indian students currently study in Canada.

 z Trade and economy:
(1) Statistics: bilateral trade between the two-reached US$ 6 billion in 2016 

and FdI reached US$ 2.9 billion.
(2) Bilateral negotiations – These are underway towards Comprehensive 

Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) and a Foreign Investment 
Promotion and Protection Agreement (FIPA).

(3) India’s import from Canada- It includes pulses, newsprint, wood pulp, 
asbestos, potash, iron scrap, copper, minerals and industrial chemicals.

19    India-Canada Relations
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(4) India’s exports to Canada-It includes gems, jewellery and precious stones, 
pharmaceutical products, readymade garments, textiles, organic chemicals, 
light engineering goods, iron & steel.

 z Energy sector:
(1) Canada is resource rich country. India expressed an interest in Canadian oil 

and gas as energy solution.
(2) India secured landmark nuclear energy deal with Canada for the supply of 

3.2 million kilograms of uranium over a five-year period
 z Security and Defence: Both collaborate closely in international forums 

particularly through the UN, Commonwealth and G-20, mutual ship visits, 
cooperation on counter terrorism, etc.

 z Science & Technology: Canada and India have a Joint Working Group and has 
cooperation agreement on Science and Technology.

 z Food security: India is a significant market for Canadian pulses; about 27.5% of 
Canadian pulse exports went to India.

 z Space sector: Both cooperate in space science, earth observation, satellite 
launch services, etc.

Areas of 
concern

 z Khalistan Issue: Current Justin Trudeau administration is soft on individuals 
and organisations that support the demand for Khalistan, a separate Sikh 
homeland. It’s became a major issue between the two.

 z Slow development in bilateral trade: India accounting for only 2% of Canada’s 
global trade. Free trade negotiations, which began in 2010, are still going on 
without conclusion.

 z Free-trade agreement issue: Canada’s insistence on ‘progressive’ free-trade 
agreements and India’s insistence in protecting certain sectors like agriculture 
may continue to prolong these critical talks.

Way forward  z Clear stand on Khalistan separatist movement: Canada will need to clearly 
outline their stance on the Khalistan separatist movement.

 z Mutual benefit & changing global scenario: India needs good relations with 
Canada for its energy security whereas Canada need India given changing 
global scenario like Brexit, protectionist policies by U.S-Canada’s largest trading 
partner, and disruption in global trade with the U.S.-China trade war.

 z Institutional collaboration & Intelligence sharing:
(1) It is the need of hour for tackling terrorism and extremism.
(2) On the security front, a stable balance of power in the wider Indo-Pacific 

will serve both Indian and Canadian interests.
 z Inclusive, mutually agreed FTA:

Conclusion •	 It is important to handle ties with Canada with nuance.
•	 It should be remembered that the New Delhi-Ottawa relationship goes well 

beyond the Khalistan issue.
Sources The Hindu, Indian express, the diplomat, Consulate of India
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Syllabus  z GS-1: Population and associated issues.
Question  z According to UN’s World Population Prospects 2019 report, India is projected 

to become the most populous country by 2027 surpassing China. Mention 
challenges of population growth and government initiatives to curb it. Suggest 
some way forward.

Why is it in 
news?

 z UN department of economics and social affairs, Population division of UN came 
up with the World Population Prospects 2019.

About World 
Population 
Prospects 
2019 report

 z It provides a comprehensive overview of global demographic patterns and 
prospects.

 z The study concluded that the world’s population could reach its peak around 
the end of the current century, at a level of nearly 11 billion.

Report 
findings

 z The world’s population continues to increase, but growth rates vary greatly 
across regions:
(1) 9 countries to make up more than half the projected growth of the global 

population: India, Nigeria, Pakistan, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, 
Ethiopia, the United Republic of Tanzania, Indonesia, Egypt and the United 
States of America (in descending order of the expected increase).

(2) World’s most populous country: Around 2027, India is projected to overtake 
China as the world’s most populous country.

(3) Global fertility rate: The global fertility rate is projected to decline further 
from 2.5 in 2019 to 2.2 in 2050.

 z Life expectancy:
(1) Life expectancy at birth for the world, which is expected to increase further 

from 72.6 years in 2019 to 77.1 years in 2050.
(2) People in the poorest countries still live 7 years less than the global average 

due to- persistently high levels of child and maternal mortality, violence, 
conflict and the continuing impact of the HIV epidemic.

 z The world’s population is growing older, with the age group of 65 and over 
growing the fastest: by 2050, one in six people in the world will be over age 65 
(16%), up from one in 11 in 2019 (9%).

 z Falling proportion of working-age population is putting pressure on social 
protection systems: The potential support ratio, which compares numbers of 
persons at working ages to those over age 65, is falling around the world. In 
Japan this ratio is 1.8, the lowest in the world.

 z Migration has become a major component of population change in some 
countries: between 2010 and 2020, fourteen countries or areas will see a net 
inflow of more than one million migrants, while ten countries will see a net 
outflow of similar magnitude.

Challenges  z Lack of resources in future: Health economists claim that the major implications 
of population growth will be increase in young and older population that will

20 UN's World Population Prospects
2019 report
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face a lack of resources in future.
 z Failure to reap demographic dividend:

(1) Because of increase in population, we will have more young people as well 
as older people.

(2) The employment rates are going down in India and with more younger 
people, India wont’ be able to absorb them in workforce and won’t be able 
reap it the benefits of its demographic dividend.

 z Threat to economy: A high population with no jobs may become a threat to the 
economy and the current challenges will become harder.

 z Problems in providing effective healthcare and unemployment, social 
security: As per ministry of health and family welfare, population growth is 
one of the challenging factor.

 z Additional challenges:
(1) Many of the fastest growing populations are in the poorest countries, where 

population growth brings additional challenges.
(2) These are- eradicate poverty, achieve greater equality, combat hunger and 

malnutrition, etc.
Recent 
government 
initiatives 
to curb the 
population

 z Mission Parivar Vikas:
(1) Union Health ministry launched it to increase access to contraceptives and 

Family Planning services in 146 high fertility districts.
(2) The current basket of choice has been expanded to include the new 

contraceptives viz. Injectable contraceptive, Centchroman and Progesterone 
Only Pills (POP).

 z Sterilization Compensation Scheme: It has been enhanced in 11 high focus 
states (8 Empowered Action Group (EAG), Assam, Gujarat, Haryana).

 z New Family Planning Media Campaign.
 z National population stabilization fund for population control.

Way forward  z Effective implementation of schemes on population control: Government 
though having many schemes at place for controlling population, effective 
implementation of it is a key to solve problem of population.

 z Creation of job opportunities:  India, through its make in India, Skill India and 
private industry’s collaboration, needs to increase job opportunities to address 
unemployment.

 z Awareness among public: Relative government departments need to 
implement their initiative effectively through public participation, public 
auditing and reaching out to the people.

 z Increasing investment in education and health: To benefit from this 
“demographic dividend”, governments should invest in education and health, 
especially for young people, and create conditions conducive to sustained 
economic growth.

Conclusion  z As India is poised to soon become the world’s most populous country, we need 
to invest more in health, education and women empowerment as they are the 
key contributors both to slowing down population growth and accelerating 
development.

Sources The Hindu, Livemint, Indian express.
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Syllabus  z GS1:  Important Geophysical phenomena - Heat Wave
Question  z Explain what are heat waves and their formation in India. Also, suggest various 

measures that can be taken to avert its negative consequences. 
Why in news?  z Heat waves which are becoming more intense and frequent have scorched the 

country for more than 30 consecutive days, primarily in northern and central 
India.

More in news  z Indian Meteorological department (IMd) has issued one of four colors i.e. red 
to denote the severity of weather conditions in Madhya Pradesh and West 
Rajasthan.

 z The department has warned of thunderstorm accompanied by gusty winds 
and lightning.

 z Four elderly passengers on board the Kerala Express train died of suffocation 
in such conditions.

Introduction  z Some Quick Facts
(1) Eleven of India’s 15 warmest years have occurred since 2004.
(2) 2018 was the sixth-warmest year for the country since record-keeping 

started in 1901.
(3) Heat waves are the third highest cause for deaths among natural disasters 

in India, after lightning strikes and earthquakes.
 z What is Heat Wave?

(1) A period of abnormally high temperatures, more than the normal 
maximum temperature occurring during the summer season.

(2) In India, heat wave conditions are usually experienced between the 
months of March and July, with acute heat wave events occurring mostly 
between April and June.

(3) IMD defines heat waves differently depending upon topographies
(a) In Plains - the maximum temperature has to be 40 degrees Celsius or above
(b) In Coastal areas - 37 degrees Celsius or more and  
(c) In Hilly Regions - 30 degrees Celsius or more.

 z Formation of Heatwaves
(1) Heat waves are mostly formed in the interior plain area where dry and 

warmer air is transported in a region with clear skies and hence maximum 
insulation during the summer season.

(2) Coastal states usually remain unaffected by the heat waves due to maritime 
air over the regions.

(3) Heat waves generally develop over Northwest India and spread gradually 
eastwards & southwards but not westwards since the prevailing winds 
during the season are westerly to north-westerly.

(4) but on some occasions, the heat wave may also develop over any region 
under in situ favorable conditions.

21 Heat Waves in North India
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Causes of 
Heatwaves 

 z Caused by a system of higher atmospheric pressure, whereby air from upper 
levels of the atmosphere descends and rotates out.

 z As the winds descend, it compresses causing an increase in its temperature.
 z The outward flow of the winds makes it difficult for other systems to enter the 

area, and the large size and slow speed of the hot air cause the heat wave to 
remain for days or even weeks. 

 z Absence of clouds means that an affected area is struck with strong sunlight.
 z Another reason is the delay In Monsoon - due to

(1) Low-pressure area off the Somalia coast
(2) Anti-cyclone over the central Arabian Sea and
(3) The surge in Somali jet is aggravating heatwave conditions in India.

 z Regulatory Flaw - despite being the third highest cause of death the government 
of India yet considers it as a natural calamity, in fact, it was in 2016 that IMd for 
the first time issued an advisory.  

Impact of 
Heatwaves

 z Increase in Forest Fires -affecting natural habitat in India, 6.17% of the forests 
are prone to fire damage and with greater heat stress this is likely to increase.

 z Shrinking Water Resources - In already water stress conditions that India is 
facing heatwaves evaporate the remaining resources.

 z Urban Heat Island (UHI) - The situation in urban areas become even grimmer 
because of a combination of more heat absorbing surfaces (rooftops, 
buildings, and paved surfaces), the trapping of hot air between buildings and 
limited tree cover.

Action Plan  z At Global Level - not only restricting global temperature rise to less than 1.5 
degrees Celsius, as proposed in Paris Agreement of 2015 but also to set more 
ambitious global mitigation targets.

 z At National Level- Developing color coded early-warning systems to anticipate 
and respond to such extreme weather events

 z Developing a climate risk atlas for India and to provide seven-day forecast 
during the summer months.

 z Creation of innovative financial instruments such as catastrophe bonds, 
insurance instruments and so on to cover for financial losses 

 z At State Level - Most vulnerable population are to be identified and their 
livelihood or working environment is to be redesigned appropriate to summer 
conditions, provision of shelters for homeless can also be looked into.

 z Adjust the working hours to avoid extreme hot weather conditions can be 
undertaken by the state governments

 z Issuing advisory to people to stay indoors between 11 am and 4 pm, painting 
roofs white to reduce heat absorption, establishing drinking water kiosks are 
some of the notable steps that can be taken.   

Conclusion  z Continuous risk assessments and accordingly updating the response plans, 
addressing gaps in capacity building at national, state and local levels are 
needed to halt the rising causality caused in the country due to heat waves     

Source down To Earth, business Standard, Livemint, Firstpost
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Syllabus GS3: Science & Technology
Question What is 5G technology? Discuss its advantages and applications.
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, telecom minister announced that India will hold a mega spectrum 
auction for 5G and other radiowaves in the current calendar year, and intends 
to start 5G trials in the next 100 days.

 z Huawei said it was willing to invest more in India if given a green signal for 
participating in 5G roll-out.

What is 5G?  z It is the next generation cellular technology which provides faster and more 
reliable communication with low latency.

Advantages 
of 5G

 z Increased downloading and uploading speeds: 5G will provide download 
speed of 1Gbps, which is at least 100 times the existing data speed over the 
mobile network.

 z Reduction in latency: It is the time taken by a network to respond. 5G can offer 
a minimum of 1 millisecond of latency unlike 4G which offer 50 milliseconds of 
latency.

 z Increased energy efficiency.
 z More stability in network connections.
 z No or less network congestion: As 5G will a wider area in the frequency 

spectrum, which is the range of frequencies where technologies such as LTE, 
Bluetooth, 4G, 3G, etc work.

 z High economic impact: The report by the Department of Telecommunications 
committee noted that 5G services would have cumulative economic impact of 
more than $1 trillion by 2035.

Possible uses/
applic-
ations

 z Artificial intelligence.
 z Cloud computing: Storage of regular use data to avoid delay i.e real time 

synching, etc.
 z Internet of the things: Remote control and integration of network and physical 

systems for easing daily chores.
 z Agriculture: Weather predictions, real time information on soil humidity, plant 

growth, diseases, etc.
 z Efficient transport infrastructure: driverless cars, remote controlling, guided 

transport, etc.
 z Remote surgeries:Remote drug analysis, hands free, robotic surgeries. etc.
 z Telemedicine.
 z Real time information: for Goods manufacturing, location, delivery, etc.

Government 
initiatives

 z National Electronics Policy 2019: It promotes early stage Start-ups in emerging 
technology areas such as 5G, loT, Artificial Intelligence etc.

 z Steering Committee on 5G: It was set up in September 2017 under the 
chairmanship of AJ Paulraj to suggest road map for 5G adoption. 

22 5G Technology
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 z National Optical Fibre Network (NOFN).
 z National Telecom Policy (NTP): For providing high-speed internet, citizen-

centric services.
 z Bharat Net project: Affordable broadband connectivity for all households.
 z Creation of R&D corpus: of 500 crore for R&D in 5G technology.
 z High-level forum on 5G:by department of telecommunications-to develop the 

roadmap for 5G services in India by 2020.
 z Spectrum auction for 5G and other radio-waves: In the current calendar year.
 z Pilot projects and 5G trials: Indian government has invited leading telecom 

companies to undertake pilot projects on spectrum allocated.
Challenges  z Infrastructure intensive: It means mobile service providers will have to upgrade 

their underlying hardware countrywide in order to provide 5G speeds.
 z New 5G enabled device need to purchase: Like 4G, 5G also need consumers to 

upgrade their phones to use 5G technology.
 z Need of large contiguous spectrum blocks per operator: As per TRAI white 

paper on 5G, it is needed to roll out the new service of 5G.
 z Investment: Infrastructure upgradation needs huge investment which is difficult 

given ongoing economic problems like NPA, debt ridden telecom operators, 
growing protectionism, etc.

 z 4G development: Since the 4G deployments are still at a nascent stage, it is 
difficult to switch immediately on 5G.

 z Skills, competence and operating models: Beyond investments, skills, 
competence and operating models are also required in Indian telecom 
operators for 5G success.

 z Cloud infrastructure, distributed network architecture, and an agile operating 
model: Telecom operators need these to successfully operate a 5G network.

Way forward  z Strengthening of domestic telecommunication manufacturing market: To 
grab increasing opportunities as GSM Association noted that $1.3 trillion will 
be spent on mobile networks and of this, 75% will be invested on 5G networks.

 z Avoiding rush for 5G adoption: India should act as per its ground realties and 
need to adopt full proof planning, consider preparedness of the industry for 5G 
launch.

 z Initial funding/ support by the government:
(1) 5G applications and software will require some form of initial funding by 

the government through budgetary provisions.
(2) The Steering Committee on 5G led by AJ Paulraj has recommended a broad 

planning estimate of Rs. 300 crore in the first year, Rs. 400 crore in the 
second, Rs. 500 crore in the third and Rs. 400 crore in the fourth year.

Conclusion  z 5G is going to be absolutely critical in India given our priorities like the JAM 
(Jan Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile) programme, the formalization of large parts of the 
economy, transforming agriculture, getting healthcare, etc.

Sources The Hindu, Financial express, Indian express, Livemint
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Syllabus GS 2: Issues relating to Health, Human Resources.
Question What are the different issues associated with the Measles Rubella vaccination in 

India?
Why is it in the 
news?

 z Recently, measles epidemic has been declared in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo.

 z Measles cases in the Democratic Republic of the Congo jumped by more than 
700 percent during the first four and a half months of 2019.

About Measles 
Rubella

 z Rubella, also called German measles is a contagious viral infection best known 
by its distinctive red rash.

 z Rubella is not the same as measles (rubeola), though the two illnesses do share 
some characteristics, including the red rash.

 z However, rubella is caused by a different virus than measles.
 z Unlike measles, rubella is a mild viral infection that mainly occurs in children.
 z Congenital Rubella Syndrome, or CRS, is an important cause of severe birth 

defects.
 z A woman infected with the rubella virus early in pregnancy has a 90% chance 

of passing the virus to her foetus.
 z The virus can cause hearing impairments, eye and heart defects and brain 

damage in new-borns.
 z This can also cause the death of the foetus, or CRS.

Causes  z Virus:
(1) The cause of rubella is a virus that's passed from person to person.
(2) It can spread when an infected person coughs or sneezes, or it can spread 

by direct contact with an infected person's respiratory secretions, such as 
mucus.

 z Mother to Child: It can also be transmitted from pregnant women to their 
unborn children via the bloodstream.

 z Poor Infrastructure:  The disease has repeatedly flared in the country in recent 
years due to poor infrastructure, insecurity and an under-equipped public 
health system.

Measles 
Rubella in 
India

 z The latest Global Measles and Rubella Update says India had 56,399 confirmed 
measles cases and 1,066 confirmed rubella cases in 2018.
Vaccination:

 z India, along with ten other WHO South East Asia Region member countries, 
have resolved to eliminate measles and control rubella/congenital rubella 
syndrome (CRS) by 2020.

 z In this direction, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare has initiated measles-
rubella (MR) vaccination campaign in the age group of 9 months to less than 15 
years in a phased manner across the nation.

23 Measles Rubella
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 z The campaign aims to cover approximately 41 crore children.
Campaign  z The first phase of measles-rubella vaccination campaign has been successfully 

completed during February 2017 in five states.
 z The campaign was carried out in schools, community centers and health 

facilities.
 z The campaign aims to rapidly build up immunity for both measles and rubella 

diseases in the community so as to knock out the disease.
Issues 
associated 
with 
Vaccination

 z Coverage: The implementation has run into issues with coverage more often 
than not being suboptimal.

 z Vaccine hesitancy:
(1) Vaccine hesitancy refers to delay in acceptance or refusal of vaccination 

despite availability of vaccination services.
(2) Vaccine hesitancy appears to be a global phenomenon especially in 

developing countries.
(3) due to vaccine hesitancy, there is an increase in vaccine preventable disease 

in many developed and developing countries.
 z Risk Factor:

(1) There is a gap between the perception of risk and difficulties by parents and 
available scientific evidence on vaccination.

(2) This is especially so as successes of prevention are less visible due to 
decreasing prevalence of disease and parents question vaccinating healthy 
children.

Way Ahead  z Enhance Immunity:
(1) There is a compelling need to create a solid wall of immunity in all children 

up to 15 years in one go at the earliest.
(2) That can be achieved only if immunisation is carried out in a campaign 

mode.
 z Vaccination Coverage:

(1) Though the goal is only to eliminate measles and control rubella by 2020, 
both viruses can be eliminated if their transmission can be broken.

(2) For that to happen, the vaccine coverage has to be over 95% during the 
campaign and in the immunisation programme that follows it. 

 z Surveillance and Preparedness: India has to ramp up surveillance of both 
diseases and maintain the outbreak preparedness.

Source The Hindu, Indian Express
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Indian Medical Council Amendment Bill cleared
Why in 
news?

 z The Cabinet has approved theIndian Medical Council (Amendment Bill), 
2019and theHomoeopathy Central Council (Amendment Bill), 2019– both of 
which had lapsed in the 16th Lok Sabha session.

More in 
news

 z Indian Medical Council (Amendment Bill), 2019:
(1) The Medical Council Bill is aimed at bringing in transparency and quality in 

the governance of medical education.
 z Homoeopathy Central Council (Amendment Bill), 2019:

(1) It seeks to extend the period for reconstitution of the Central Council from 
existing period of one year to two years so that the tenure of the Board of 
Governors may be extended for a further period of one year with effect from 
May 17, 2019.

Source The Hindu

Enforcement of child labor laws lacking, says official
Why in 
news?

 z Official of the Union Labour and Employment Ministry said that, continuing 
presence of child labour in the country is a reflection of the fact that 
implementation of the laws at the State and district levels has been lacking.

More in 
news

 z Various schemes:
(1) Child Labour (Prohibition & Regulation) Act.
(2) PENCIL [Platform for Effective Enforcement of No Child Labour] portal.

 z Concerns & some suggestions:
(1) Labour and Employment Secretary has express that, if we still have child 

labour, it means that somewhere we are not implementing or enforcing 
at the field level, somewhere we are failing in enforcing the laws. It has to 
percolate down.

(2) There is need for a targeted approach to combat the problem.
(3) Changing the mindset of children and parents towards schools as well as 

making schools more inclusive were steps that needed to be taken now.
Source The Hindu

SEZ Bill
Why in 
news?

 z Parliament has passed the Special Economic Zones (Amendment) Bill, 2019.

More in 
news

 z The amendments will make a trust or any entity which is notified by the Central 
government eligible for consideration of grant of permission to set up a unit in 
special economic zones and also

 z Alternative investment funds trust will be included under the definition of persons.
Governme-
nts Version

 z The changes are aimed at improving and encouraging investments and 
introducing features including single-window clearance and to ease imports 
and exports.

1 Polity
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 z It will also help keeping in pace with evolving business environment
Why the 
Opposition

 z The bill is to replace the ordinance and the manner in which the bill has been 
brought in has been opposed.

 z As per rule, an ordinance can be promulgated only when the President deems 
it necessary in emergency situations and when issues of extreme urgency arise 
and when it’s not possible to wait for Parliament to convene.

 z The urgency is what is been questioned by the opposition parties
 z Under the previous Act many of the trust owned by minorities had been shut 

down and in such circumstances the concern over Govts hidden agenda of favour 
a selected few has also been raised.

Source The Hindu

Homoeopathy Council
Why in 
news

 z The Lok Sabha passed the Homoeopathy Central Council (Amendment) Bill, 
2019, enabling the government to extend the tenure of the Board of Governors 
for a further period of one year with effect from May 17, 2019.

 
More in 
news 
 

 z Board of Governors comprising eminent doctors and administrators are entrusted 
with day to day affairs of the Central Homoeopathy Council (CHC), extension of 
tenure is provided till such time that the council is reconstituted. 

 z The bill will replace an ordinance issued by the previous NDA government.
 z The Opposition opposes the government for taking the ordinance route and 

reducing the status of the House to merely a rubber stamp that passes ordinance 
after ordinance.   

Source The Hindu

PM to head panel on economic growth
Why in 
news?

 z The government set up a 10-member Cabinet Committee on Employment and 
Skill Development with Prime Minister NarendraModi as its chairman.

 z The panel on employment is one of two Cabinet committees set up to spur 
economic growth and rackle unemployment.

More in 
news

 z Reason behind the step:Employment data for 2017-18, released on May 31 
after the Lok Sabha elections, said India’s unemployment rate rose to 6.1% in 
the period, the highest in 45 years.

 z Committee includes:Home Minister, Finance Minister,RailwayMinister, Minister 
ofAgriculture,MHRD,Petroleumand Natural Gas Minister, MinisterSkill and 
Entrepreneurshipand Ministers of State Labor and Housing and Urban Affairs.

 z Status of GDP:
(1) GDP has fallen to 5.8% in the last quarter of 2018-19 lowest in last five years.
(2)  The GDP growth for 2018-19 was 6.8 %, against the target of 7.2 %.
(3) The fall in growth is result of dip in the performance of the core sectors of the 

economy, as the eight core sectors recorded a growth of just 2.6 % in April, 
compared with 4.6% in the same month last year.

(4) The country’s economic growth saw the third straight fall in quarterly growth, 
raising concerns about the slowdown

Source The Hindu
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Haryana government withdraws EBPG quota, what does it mean?
Why in 
news?

 z The Haryana government has withdrawn its quotas of posts kept reserved under 
the Economically Backward Persons in General Category (EBPG) and Backward 
Class (Block-C) in government jobs and state-run educational institutions.

 z The government has also asked all the departments of the state government to 
release reserved posts from the quota into the General/ unreserved category.

More in 
news

 z What does Haryana government’s June 5 order say?
(1) EBPG quota was withdrawn in view of reservation provided under the 

Economic Weaker Section (EWS) by the central government.
(2) Since Economically Weaker Section reservation has come into effect, there is 

no requirement to continue with reservation of EBPG and such reservation is 
hereby withdrawn.

 z What is its immediate impact?
(1) The government has asked that in case they had withheld EBPG posts, such 

posts may be released and requisition for such posts may be sent to the 
appropriate recruitment authority, treating such withheld posts to be under 
the

(2) General/ Unreserved category.
 z What is the background of this decision?

(1) July 15, 2014, the state government had prescribed reservation for EPBG 
category at 5 per cent for Group A and B posts; and 10 per cent for Group C 
& D posts.

(2) Since the posts that were kept reserved for EBPG could not be converted to 
general category, the government had to withdraw its July 15 order, which 
was done on June 5.

 z How will it impact Jats and other five castes?
(1) Jats and five other castes were notified as Backward Class caste (Block-C) 

through The Haryana Backward Classes (Reservation in Services and 
Admission in Educational Institutions Act), 2016.

(2) This, Jats and other five castes could not avail quota benefit in government 
jobs and admissions in educational institutions.

Source Indian express

E-cigarette ban comes after sustained effort
Why in 
news?

 z Rajasthan govt has imposed ban on e-cigarettes a day before World No Tobacco 
Day last month.

 z Ban has come after a sustained campaign by voluntary groups spanning several 
months.

More in 
news

 z Chief Minister Ashok Gehlot announced the decision to ban production, 
distribution, advertisement and sale of e-cigarettes on May 30.

 z committee of experts:
(1) Previous government had appointed a committee of experts to study the 

effects of e-cigarette in 2017.
(2) Committee had recommended an immediate ban and no concrete action 

was taken.
(3) The committee had found that the nicotine-laced and heat-not-burn devices 

were “extremely harmful” recommended a ban on e-cigarettes.
Source The Hindu
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Cabinet nod for Aadhaar as ID proof at banks, telcos
Why in 
news?

 z The Union Cabinet has approved a Bill to allow voluntary submission of Aadhaar 
as identity proof for use by private entities such as banks and telecom companies.

More in 
news

 z The government will introduce the Bill in the first session of Parliament.
 z Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019:

(1) The Aadhaar and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2019’ willreplace an 
ordinancepromulgated by the President on 2nd March, 2019.

(2) It gives achild an option to exitfrom Aadhaar on attaining 18 years of age
(3) The Bill proposesdeletion of section 57of the Aadhaar Act that bars use of 

Aadhaar by private entities.
(4) It will also provide forcivil penalties for violationof Aadhaar.

Source The Hindu

Zero Policy on Drugs
Why in 
news

 z Reiterating Punjab Govts policy of “zero tolerance” on drugs the Chief Minister 
mooted preventive detention of repeat offenders in smuggling and trading of 
drugs.

 
More in 
news 
 

 z Pointing out to the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act which 
provides for preventive detention of repeat offenders. 

 z The Govt has also asked for formulating a comprehensive postings and transfers 
policy to break the nexus between police and drugs criminals.

 z The Narcotics Control Bureau has drawn about two dozen officers from other 
parts of the country and deputed them in Punjab to carry forward the anti-drugs 
fight in Punjab.

Source The Hindu

Centres action plan on higher education
Why in 
news

 z The Centre has released a five-year vision and action plan to transform higher 
education.

 
More in 
news 
 

 z The plan is to double enrolment and employability, addressing inequalities of 
access, and revamping governance and funding mechanisms.

 z Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion Programme (EQUIP) – 
 z The programme involves investing INR1.5 lakh crore over the next five years, 

much of which will have to be raised from the market.
 z The plan has suggested more than 50 initiatives with timelines, implementation 

methods and funding requirements, with quality and access as its major goals. 
 z It was drafted by 80 experts in 10 teams headed by eminent academicians, 

scientists and industrialists.
Source The Hindu
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Dismissed teacher can file writ plea for her rights: Supreme Court
Why in 
news?

 z Supreme Court has held that, teacher whose service is illegally terminated can 
file a writ petition in a constitutional court to protect her fundamental rights 
against a private unaided school.

 z In its view SC said, whethergovernment or private school, bothperform public 
functionsi.e. providing education to children in their institutions throughout India.

More in 
news

 z Background:
(1) A Division Bench of the Calcutta High Court, acting on a writ petition filed by the 

teacher, had ordered the private institution to pay her back wages.
(2) But the school reneged, contending that a writ petition would not be 

maintainable against a private unaided institution.
(3) But Bench led by Justice Arun Mishra made the observations and dismiss 

an appeal filed by private unaided educational institution, against its former 
teacher.

 z About writ petition:
(1) Writ petitions are usually filed by citizens against the state and its agencies to 

protect their fundamental rights.
(2) An apex court has said that, functioning of both aided and unaided educational 

institutions must be free from unnecessary governmental interference, the 
same needs to the reconciled with the conditions of employment of the 
employees of these institutions and provision of adequate precautions to 
safeguard their interests.

 z Section 8(2) of the Delhi School Education Act:
(1) This act to ensure that order of termination or dismissal is not passed without 

the prior approval of the Director of Education applies to all schools.
(2) Act is one such precautionary safeguard which needs to be followed to ensure 

that employees of educational institutions do not suffer unfair treatment at 
the hands of the management.

 z Way forward:
(1) A public duty does not necessarily have to be one imposed by statute.
(2) It may be sufficient for the duty to have been imposed by charter, common 

law, custom or even contract.
Source The Hindu

Centre told to give pay revision benefits to prosecutors
Why in 
news?

 z The Delhi High Court has directed the Centre to extend all the benefits to the 
prosecutors in the matter of granting revision of their pay scales as recommended 
by the city government.

More in 
news

 z What is the issue?
(1) A Bench of Chief Justice RajendraMenon (since retired) and Justice BrijeshSethi 

asked the Centre to accept the recommendations made by the government 
on the service conditions pertaining to prosecutors in the orders passed by it 
on September 3, 2015 and February 1, 2019.

(2) This has not been implemented yet.

Judiciary
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(3) The court was informed that the committee constituted by the Centre has 
accepted recommendations of Delhi government and some reductions have 
been recommended by the panel.

(4) However, the Centre is yet to take a final decision.
 z Delhi and center power tussle:

(1) SC had ruled that, Lieutenant-Governor, while appointing the Special Public 
Prosecutor, is to act on the aid and advice of the Council of Ministers.

(2) HC said that, Union of India has no other option but to accept the 
recommendations made by the Government of NCT of Delhi in its totality 
and implement the same.

Source The Hindu

SC declines to look into students’ plea on NEET
Why in 
news?

 z The Supreme Court declined to entertain a students’ petition, which alleged that 
some questions in this year’s National Eligibility cum Entrance Test (NEET) (UG) 
were out of NCERT syllabus.

More in 
news

 z About NTA:
(1) National Testing Agency (NTA) has been established as a premier, specialist, 

autonomous and self-sustained testing organization to conduct entrance 
examinations in higher educational institutions.

 z What has court said?
(1) SC remarked that theNational Testing Agency (NTA)had already applied its 

mind to the contentious questions.
(2) Contentious questions were pointed out by four Hyderabad-based students.
(3) All multiple-choice answers in competitive exams cannot be scrutinized by 

this court.
(4) The court observed that the NTA’s expert committee had gone through the 

contentious questions in the NEET (UG) exam, applied their minds and issued 
revised answer key.

 z Students can move to HC:
(1) The Bench allowed the four medical aspirants to withdraw their plea and 

granted them liberty to approach the High Court with their grievances.
Source The Hindu

Request for an expert team, PIL filled in SC
Why is it in 
news?

 z Death toll due to outbreak of Acute Encephalitis Syndrome (AES) claiming life's 
of more than 126 children in Bihar.

More in 
news

 z Petition seeks intervention of SC to constitute a team of medical experts for 
treatment of children suffering from the disease.

 z Petition also suggests that the disease is completely curable but due to non 
availability of doctors, beds, intensive care units and medical professionals the 
disease has become an epidemic. 

 z A Compensation of 10 lacks has been sought by the petitioners for the family 
members of the deceased.

Source The Hindu
Haj Private Tour Operators Plea To SC

Why is it in 
news?

 z Ministry of Minority Affairs on June 3 issued a circular allotting additional quota 
of 10,000 seats to Haj Group Organizations (HGO).
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More in 
news

 z Certain conditions have been laid in relation to allotment of additional quota of 
10,000 seats whereby HGO are to charge rates of Haj committee of India(HCOI). 

 z Petition states the condition imposed is not practically executable and may also 
lead to confusion and mismanagement.

 z SC has sought centre’s response on the issue.  
Source The Hindu

CJI proposes removal of High Court judge
Why in 
news

 z Chief Justice of India RanjanGogoi has written to Prime Minister to initiate a 
motion for removal of Allahabad High Court judge, Justice S.N. Shukla.

 
More in 
news
 

 z Justice S.N. Shukla has been found guilty of misconduct after months of initiating 
a probe by an in-house panel.

 z Committee comprised of Chief Justices Indira Banerjee, S.K. Agnihotri and P.K. 
Jaiswal of the Madras, Sikkim and Madhya Pradesh High Courts, respectively.

 z The committee concluded that there was sufficient substance in the allegations 
against Justice Shukla and that the aberrations were serious enough to call for 
initiation of proceedings for his removal.

What 
Constitut-
ion Says

 z When CJI requests for removal of a High Court judge to the President and the 
PM, Rajya Sabha Chairperson appoints a three-judge inquiry committee in 
consultation with the CJI to look into the allegations.

Zero Pendency Courts Project
Why in 
news

 z Delhi High Court in one-of-its-kind project, the Zero Pendency Courts aimed at 
studying the life cycle of cases to come up with optimal timelines for cases.

 
More in 
news 
 

 z The project was started by the Delhi High Court in certain subordinate courts in 
Delhi from January 2017.

 z A Delhi High Court’s suggested in its report, requirement of 43 judges in addition 
to the current strength of 143 judges to clear the backlog cases in a year.

 z The project was started by the Delhi High Court in certain subordinate courts in 
Delhi from January 2017.

 z Highlights of the Report
(1) Due to delays in delivery of justice the system becomes less credible and with 

increasing number of filings of litigants over the years, the pendency of cases is 
bound to increase

(2) The report highlights the need for setting targetsto overcome the issue. 
(3) Judicial delays cost India around 1.5% of its Gross Domestic Product 

annually. 
(4) Number of criminal cases in Delhi is far more than the number of civil cases.
(5) It said the highest amount of time per hearing on average was spent on the 

final arguments stage followed by the final order or judgment.
 z Why is there a delay

(1) Absence of witnesses during the evidence stage.
(2) Unnecessary adjournments sought by the advocates or the parties at various 

stages.
(3) Delay in the service of summons, especially to outstation parties.

Source The Hindu
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What is Redactive Pricing?
Why in 
news

 z Comptroller and Auditor General of India’s (CAG’s) report on redacted pricing 
which has been observed by the Supreme Court in connection with the Rafale 
fighter aircraft deal. 

Redactive 
Pricing

 z Redaction is the selection or adaption by ‘obscuring or removing sensitive 
information’ from a document prior to publication.

 
More in 
news 
 

 z Issue with redactive pricing
(1) As has been stated by CAG redactive pricing was unprecedented but had to be 

accepted due to the Ministry’s insistence citing security concerns.
(2) It was also unprecedented that an audit report submitted by the CAG to the 

President suppressed relevant information.
(3) Redactive pricing is nowhere used in supreme audit institutions (SAI) audit 

reports.
(4) It is for the SC to decide whether security concerns as mentioned by the 

ministry could be acceptable by CAG under the constitutional provisions.
Role Of CAG

 z CAG’s audit is to pinpoint inaccuracies, non-compliance of essential procurement 
procedures, conditions and pricing errors which may have a negative financial 
impact and cause potential damage to the country’s interest. 

 z The CAG’s audit is expected to highlight value for money in purchase decisions 
through its performance audit. It is through this report procurement activity are 
scrutinised keeping in mind economy, efficiency, effectiveness, ethics and equity.

Source The Hindu

 

Move ED under Home Ministry, MP urges Modi
Why in 
news?

 z BJP MP from Jharkhand has written to PM asking that theEnforcement Directorate 
(ED), which investigates crimes related to money laundering, be shifted from its 
current parent Finance Ministry to the Ministry of Home Affairs.

More in 
news

 z Reason given behind the request:
(1) Most of the cases registered underForeign Exchange Management Act 

(FEMA)are for offences under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) or Unlawful 
Activities (Prevention) Act or the Arms Act and others.

(2) Under the present system, the ED cannot independently register a case under 
thePrevention of Money Laundering Act(PMLA).

(3) It has tomandatorily take cognizance of a case registered under other 
lawslike the IPC, NDPS or the Passport Act among others.

(4) The ED predominantlyconsists of officers from the Finance Ministrywhodo 
not have adequate expertiseor training in matters pertaining to the IPC or 
other such laws.

(5) Given that majority of the scheduled offences are in the domain of the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, it is a natural corollary that the PMLA must be 
moved to the ministry and also the ED

Source The Hindu

Miscellaneous
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New status for NPP: what conditions did it meet?
Why in 
news?

 z National People’s Party, has been recognized as a “national party”.
 z The NPP is theeighth partyto get that recognition — after Congress, BJP, BSP, 

NCP, CPI, CPI(M) and Trinamool Congress — and thefirst from the Northeast.
More in 
news

 z The Election Commission lists political parties as “national party”, “state party” 
or “registered (unrecognized) party”.

 z The conditions for being listed as a national or a state party are specified underthe 
Election Symbols (Reservation and Allotment) Order, 1968.

 z A party has to satisfy any one of a number of these conditions.
 z Conditions specified underParagraph 6B of the 1968 Orderare:

(1) 6% vote share in the last Assembly polls in each of any four states, as well as 
four seats in the last Lok Sabha polls. Or

(2) 2% of all Lok Sabha seats in the last such election, with MPs elected from at 
least three states. Or

(3) Recognition as a state party in at least four states.
 z The NPP has satisfied the last of these conditions. It is recognized as a state party 

in four states —Arunachal Pradesh,ManipurandNagaland, besidesMeghalaya.
 z For recognition as a state party,any one of five conditionsneed to be satisfied:

(1) 2 seats plus a 6% vote share in the last Assembly election in that state.
(2) 1 seat plus a 6% vote share in the last Lok Sabha election from that state.
(3) 3% of the total Assembly seats or 3 seats, whichever is more.
(4) 1 of every 25 Lok Sabha seats (or an equivalent fraction) from a state.
(5) 8% state-wide vote share in either the last Lok Sabha or the last Assembly 

polls.
Source Indian express.

MoSPI proposes to use big data analytical tools to improve official 
statistics
Why in 
news?

 z The statistics ministry proposes to set up a 'National Data Warehouse' with a 
view to leveraging big data analytical tools to further improve the quality of 
macro-economic aggregates.

 z Efforts are also on toevolve a legislative frameworkunder which the National 
Statistical Commission (NSC) may function with independence andgive holistic 
guidance for improving the national statistical system.

More in 
news

 z Need for reforms:
(1) Over a period of time, there have beenincreasing demands on the statistical 

systemfor the production of relevant and quality statistics.
(2) As far as the statistical reforms are concerned, it is important to note that 

system reforms are an ongoing process and arenecessary for ensuring 
responsivenessto the changing needs of society.

(3) Advent of technologynecessitates reforms in statistical processes and 
products with an aim to synergize the existing resources so that the system 
remains responsive.

(4) The recent step for themerger of CSO and NSSOwas aimed at leveraging 
the strengths of the two organizations so that it can meet the increasing 
demands.

Source The Hindu



 Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs June - 2019  (Study Material)   65

The Unique Academy

Demand for Paper Ballots
Why is it in 
news?

 z Several activists and student leaders coming forward on behalf of EVM 
VirodhiRashtriya Jan Andolan were questioning legitimacy of EVMs used during 
the recently held Lok Sabha election  

More in 
news

 z In a response to an RTI application which stated that the chips used in EVMs 
come with a flash memory indicating to the possibility of rewritability of the 
chips has sparked demand for paper ballot system among the activists.  

 z The activists raise a question over VVPAT's as not 100% counting was not done.
 z As with every all machines EVMs are not devoid of manipulation stated by an 

activist.  
 z Demanding return to paper ballot to ensure faith and transparency in the 

electoral process the activists stated to work toward raising awareness among 
the people over the issue. 

Source The Hindu

NRC Serves Notice to Ministries, all States and Union Territories
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) sent notices to the Union Health 
and Family Welfare Ministry (MoHFW), and all States and Union Territories for 
the deplorable public health infrastructure in the country.

More in the 
news

 z NHRC took suomotu cognisance based on several media reports which states 
that recent deaths across the country happened due to “deficiencies and 
inadequacies in the healthcare system".

 z Commission Observed it was due to lack of proper medical care, infrastructure, 
manpower and administrative failure which has claimed lives of large number of 
innocent women, children and elderly persons

 z The NHRC cited 143 recent deaths of children in Muzaffarpur as well as the loss 
of lives of children in Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh, due to the failure of oxygen 
supply in 2017.

 z The Commission has reminded the Central/State Governments of their 
constitutional duty under Article 21 of the Constitution under which Right to 
Life is guaranteed. 

 z Quoting the Supreme Court of India, the Commission has observed that right to 
live with human dignity is part of Right to Life. 

 z Commission held State governments responsiblefor widespread malnutrition 
for which they are obliged under Article 47 of the Constitution to raise the level 
of nutrition and standard of living of its people. 

Source The Hindu

 WithholdingNCRB Report
Why in 
news

 z Leader of Opposition (LOP)inRajya Sabha Mr GhulamNabi Azad raised a question 
over non - disclosure of the annual ‘Crime in India’ last released in 2017.

 z The data for the years of 2017 and 2018 are yet to be published
 
Why the 
delay
 

 z All states have sent the requisite date for compilation of the 2017 report, except 
West Bengal and Bihar. 

 z Inconsistencies and errors in data provided by States and Union Territories has 
also caused delay in final publication of the report.
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New 
Reporting 
Format 

 z In 2017-18, the NCRB, in after consultation with the States and other stakeholders, 
a new categorywas added to the report.

 z Before the amendments as many as 35% crimes remained in the “unclassified” 
category. The addition of new “crime heads” reduced the unclassified category 
to 15% of overall crime data.

 z Some of the new categories included were crime against media persons, RTI 
and social activists, besides persons of Northeast States.

 z It will also include crimes by saints, khappanchayats, security guards, proclaimed 
offenders, political party members, illegal immigrants; those committed in 
schools; those committed by government officials, besides cyber crimes against 
women and children.

 z For the first time, crimes by Northeast insurgents, Left Wing Extremists and 
Terrorists will too be included. 

Source •	 The Hindu

Natural Language Translation
Why in 
news

 z The Ministry of Electronics and IT (MeitY) will seek approval of Union Cabinet on 
National Mission for Natural Language Translation.

 
More in 
news 
 

 z It is one amongst the key missions identified by the Prime Minister’s Science, 
Technology and Innovation Advisory Council (PM-STIAC).

 z MeitY is the lead implementing agency along with Ministry of Human Resource 
Development and Department of Science and Technology and PM- STIAC as an 
overarching body. 

 z With a proposal of INR 450 crores over a period of three years, the mission is a 
part of 100 day action plan chartered out by the ministry.

About the 
Mission

 z The major objective that is to be achieved through the mission is to overcome the 
language barrier by creating an ecosystem involving Central and State agencies 
and start-ups. 

 z It aims to make science and technology accessible to all by facilitating access to 
teaching and researching material bilingually i.e. in English and in one’s native 
Indian language. 

 z For translation purposes the government plans a combination of machine 
translation and human translation.

 z Translation activities can also help generate employment for educated 
unemployed. 

Source The Hindu

President’s rule for 6 more months in J&K
Why in 
news

 z The Lok Sabha approved extension of President’s rule in Jammu and Kashmir for 
another six months, from July 3rd.

More in 
news

 z During the tenure of President’s rule in J&K the Govt stated that, terrorism had 
been tackled strongly and the State saw development on a number of fronts, 
including the conduct of panchayat elections.

 z The Election Commission has also held talks with the Central government and all 
political parties, and decided that it would be possible to hold elections at the 
end of this year.
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   z Article 370 of the Constitution, which extends special status to Jammu and 
Kashmir, is “temporary in nature” and “not permanent,” was stated by the Home 
Ministry.

 z Jammu and Kashmir Reservation (Amendment) Bill, 2019
 z The Bill is to replace an ordinance issued by the previous government.
 z People living along the International Border (IB) in Jammu and Kashmir will get the 

benefit of reservation in direct recruitment, promotion and admission to professional 
courses on a par with those living along the Actual Line of Control (ALoC).

 z The Govt also state its “zero tolerance” policy towards terrorism.
 z The government has also withdrawn the security of 919 people in the State as 

they faced no threat.
Source The Hindu

 

Indian Navy Environment Conservation Roadmap (INECR)
Why in 
news?

 z Navy steams ahead with its plans to go ‘green’.
 z Measures include use ofbiodieselandsolar panels.
 z The road map envisions ‘reduction in energy consumption’ and ‘diversification 

of energy supply’ as the key result areas
More in 
news

 z About INECR:
(1) INECR is eco-friendly program of Indian Navy.
(2) Program comprises specific action plans covering the gamut of operations, 

maintenance, administration, infrastructure and community living, the 
service said in a statement on Environment Day.

(3) Numerous policies aimed at reduction of energy consumption and 
environment sustenance have been formulated and disseminated to all 
ships, as well as shore establishments.

 z Aim:
(1) Indian Navy has pledged 1.5% of its ‘Works’ budget towards renewable 

energy generation.
(2) Solar photovoltaic projectshave been one of the focus areas of the Navy.
(3) Since the inception of the INECR and 24 MW of solar photovoltaic projects 

consisting of both rooftop and land-based solar panels are under execution 
at various shore establishments of the Navy under the Jawaharlal Nehru 
National Solar Mission.

(4) To promote use of biodiesel,High Speed Diesel (HSD)(annual usage of 6,300 
kL) is going to replace with B5 blend of HSD.

(5) This would result in a direct savings of 5% of HSD, or approximately 315 kL 
annual savings of HSD.

Environment2
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(1) Afforestation drives at Naval stations would mitigate an estimated 365 ton of 
CO2 emissions.

Source The hindu

Ecologists have 596 reasons to cheer
Why in 
news?

 z Scientists and taxonomists have documented 596 new species of flora and fauna 
from India in the year 2018.

More in 
news

 z About the discoveries:
(1) Of the 596 species, 372 come under fauna (311 invertebrates and 61 

vertebrates).
(2) The newly identified 224 plant species include seed plants, pteridophytes, 

bryophytes, fungi and lichen.
(3) About 31% of the plant species were discovered in the Himalayas.
(4) In the case of animals, the Western Ghats remained a biological hotspot from 

where about 50% of the species were found.
 z Plant discoveries:The plants discovered this year includes close wild relatives of 

many potential horticulture, agriculture, medicinal and ornamental plants.
(1) Plants belonging to groups Amomum (wild cardamom).
(2) Cycads.
(3) Rubus (raspberry).
(4) Syzygium (wild jamun).
(5) Terminalia.
(6) Balsams.
(7) Zingibers.

 z Animal discoveries:
(1) Of the 61 species of vertebrates discovered this year,reptilesdominate(30 

species).
(2) 21 species of fishes,nine species of amphibians, and onemammalian sub-

specieswere also found.
(3) Keralarecorded the highest number of discoveries with 59 species.
(4) West Bengal, a state with both Himalayan and coastal ecosystems, recorded 

38 and Tamil Nadu recorded 26.
 z Number of species:

(1) With these new discoveries, the updated list of animal species in India has 
risen to 1,01,681 which is about 6.49% of all the species in the world.

(2) Number of plant species in the country has been updated to 49,441 which is 
11.5% of all flora in the world.

Source Thehindu

PET project to cut virgin plastic use
Why in 
news?

 z Global sportswear giant Adidas aims at eliminating the use of virgin plastics in its 
products by 2024.

 z For this it has asked for help from a Maharashtra-based firm the only one of its 
kind in the country to produce yarn out of discarded PET bottles.
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More in 
news

 z Virgin plastic: Virgin Plastic, is the resin produced directly from the petrochemical 
feed-stock, such as natural gas or crude oil, which has never been used or 
processed before.

 z What is PET?
(1) PET is short forPolyethylene Terephthalate.
(2) PET is themost common thermoplastic polymerresin of the polyester family 

and is used infibres for clothing, containers for liquids and foods etc.
(3) Plastic bottles made from PET are widely used for soft drinks.

 z Converting PET to polyester yarn:
(1) Factory set up in Nashik deploys a unique technology to break down used 

PET (short for Polyethylene Terephthalate) bottles and convert them into 
polyester filament yarn.

(2) This technology allows for breaking down used PET bottles to the base 
product anester, which is then used to manufacture yarn.

 z Issue of Downcycling:
(1) Downcycling is reuse of waste in a manner that the recycled product is of 

lower value than the original material.
(2) PET material collection rate in India is nearly 80% — among the best in the 

world.
(3) But a good portion of these bottles are downcycled, which eliminates the 

possibility of further recycling.
 z Upcycling process energy efficient:

(1) Reuse of discarded plastic in such a way as to create a product of higher 
quality or value than the original.

(2) The upcycling process consumes 86% less water and 75% less energy than 
conventional manufacturing, but costs approximately 10% more.

(3) A key area where costs can be reduced is curbing the level of contamination 
in PET bottles.

Image source: The Hindu.
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Source The hindu.

Indian girl in UAE honored for green efforts
Why in 
news?

 z An eight-year-old Indian-origin studentNia Tonyhere has collected nearly 15,000 
kg of paper waste in the Gulf emirate as part of a nationwide recycling campaign.

 z She was honored on Monday during the 22nd edition of the Emirates Recycling 
Awards in Dubai.

More in 
news

 z Middle East Waste & Recycling awards:
(1) It is for adopting best practices in the environmental management business.
(2) MEWAR awards will acknowledge excellence in business best practices, 

promote knowledge sharing and innovation all of which will act as drivers for 
sustainable growth in the region.

(3) The awards will be judged by a panel of prominent and respected experts, 
advocates and spokespeople in the focus area of environmental sustainability.

Source The hindu

How much plastic is in your diet?
Why in 
news?

 z Researchers said that people worldwide could be ingesting 5 g of microscopic 
plastic particles every week, equivalent in weight to a credit card.

More in 
news

 z Study findings:
(1) Coming mostly from tap and especially bottled water.
(2) Invisible bits of polymer were also found in shellfish, beer and salt.
(3) The findings are the first to estimate the sheer weight of plastics consumed 

by individual humans: about 250 g over the course of a year.
(4) Average American eats and drinks in about 45,000 plastics particles smaller 

than 130 microns annually, while breathing in roughly the same number.
 z Concerns:

(1) In the last two decades, the world has produced as much plastic as during the 
rest of history.

(2) According to a report the industry is set to grow by 4% a year until 2025.
(3) More than 75% of all plastics winds up as waste.
(4) A third of that is dumped or leaches into Nature, polluting land, rivers and 

the sea.
(5) According toThe New Plastics Economy report, ocean will contain one metric 

tons of plastic for every three metric tons of fish by 2025.
(6) Plastic particles have recently been found inside fish in the deepest recesses 

of the ocean, and blanketing the most pristine snows in the Pyrenees 
mountains between France and Spain.

 z Way forward:
(1) If we don’t want it in our bodies, we need to stop the millions of tons of 

plastic that continue leaking into Nature every year.
Source The hindu

In Arunachal, the golden cat wears new colors
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Why in 
news?

 z Scientists have discovered that Golden is no longer the only color the elusive 
Asiatic golden cat can be associated with.

 z Its coat comes in five other shades in Arunachal Pradesh.
More in 
news

 z Asiatic golden cat:
(1) It is listed asnear threatenedon the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature’s (IUCN) Red List of threatened species.
(2) It is found acrosseastern Nepalthroughnorth-eastern India to Indonesia.
(3) Indian scientists have discovered six color morphs of the golden cat inDibang 

Valley of Arunachal Pradesh.
(4) Scientists have found that its coat comes insix types:

 ¾ Cinnamon.
 ¾ Golden.
 ¾ Gray.
 ¾ Melanistic.
 ¾ Ocelot.
 ¾ Tightly rosetted.

 z An evolutionary puzzle:
(1) The findings have contributed to an evolutionary puzzle because no other 

place on earth has so many colors of wild cats of the same species.
 z Entirely new color morph:

(1) Within the six color morphs recorded an entirely new color morph tightly-
rosetted now sits alongside other 5 types.

(2) The “tightly-rosetted” morph named afterthe leopard-like rosetteson the 
coat

 z Camouflage benefits:
(1) variation displayed in the cat’s coats provides them with several ecological 

benefits such asoccupying different habitatsat different elevations.
(2) Providescamouflage while preyingon pheasants and rabbits.

 z Genetic mutation as natural selection:
(1) Color morphs are thought to arise from random genetic mutations and take 

hold in the population through natural selection.
(2) Scientists suspect that the phenomenonis driven by competition with other 

big catssuch as tigers and clouded leopards.
(3) Being melanistic in the misty mountains during nocturnal hunts mean they 

are better concealed from their prey.
(4) This makes them more efficient predators.

 z Dibang Valley:
(1) Dibang Valley hosts the world’s most diverse range of color morphs of a wild 

cat species ever reported in one site.
Source The hindu

New diagram for water cycle adds humans’ role
Why in 
news?

 z Scientists who have drawn up a new set of diagrams to include effects of 
human interference said that, representations of the Earth’s water cycle used in 
textbooks throughout the world need to be updated.
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More in 
news

 z Reason for human inclusion:
(1) Leaving humans out of the picture contributes to a basic lack of awareness 

of how humans relate to water on Earth and a false sense of security about 
future availability of this essential and scarce resource.

(2) In more than 450 water cycle diagrams in textbooks, scientific literature and 
online85% showed no human interactionat all with the water cycle.

(3) Only 2% of the images made any attempt to connect the cycle with climate 
change or water pollution.

(4) The researchers argue there is an urgent need to challenge this 
misrepresentation.

Source The hindu

Six days on, operations resume at iron ore mines in Chhattisgarh’s 
Bailadila
Why in 
news?

 z Adivasis picketed entry gates against proposed mining on a hill of iron ore mines 
at the Bailadila which they considerd sacred.

More in 
news

 z Project a Joint venture:
(1) The 10-million-tonne-per-annum (MTPA) deposit-13 on the hill is 

beingdeveloped by NCL.
(2) It is a joint venture of theNational Mineral Development Corporation 

(NMDC)and theChhattisgarh Mineral Development Corporation (CMDC).
 z What is the issue?

(1) More than 7,000 adivasis from 200 villages in Dantewada, Bijapur and Sukma 
districts gathered at the mining town of Kirandul.

(2) Protest came against abode oftribal Goddess Pithor Rani.
(3) Adivasis of Hiroli, one of the affected villages, allege false Gram Sabhas were 

held for their consent to mining at the hill, that had led to illicit felling of trees 
by the Forest Department.

(4) For the first time, adivasis and workers have come together for a cause.
(5) Several adivasi employees had felt their faith was in danger.
(6) In 2011, a Forest Advisory Committee had stalled clearance to mining there 

owing to the region’s undisturbed forests, rich biodiversity and hilly terrain.
Source The hindu

Animal rights activists to petition the Supreme Court
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Officials of the Assam Forest Department granted permission for the transfer of 
four juvenile elephants on a six month lease from Assam to Gujarat.  

More in the 
news

 z NGOs such as People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA) has panned the 
torturous train tripof the elephants amid the heat wave in metal railway wagons

 z The NGO reiterated that the decision is a violation of the apex court’s 2016 order 
prohibiting people in possession of elephants from parting with the animals by 
way of transfer in any manner.

 z Experts have warned of the dangers of transporting these elephants over such 
a huge distance, forcing them to work in heat, and of the risk of these elephants 
ending up in the illegal wildlife trade
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 z NGO's recommend use of mechanical elephants or other novel and humane 
approaches instead of real elephants in processions and events. 

Source The Hindu.

Kaleshwaram Project
Why in 
news?

 z The Kaleshwaram Lift Irrigation Project (KLIP), claimed to be the world’s largest 
multi-stage and multi-purpose lift irrigation scheme, was inaugurated. 

More in 
news

 z The project is meant to irrigate over 37 lakh acres of new and existing ayacuts 
and supply drinking water to Hyderabad and villages en route.

Source The Hindu

Road through Tiger Reserve Halted  
Why in
news?

 z The Supreme Court ordered an immediate halt to the construction of a road that 
passes through a corridor between the Rajaji and Corbett Tiger Reserves.

 z Violations of numerous provision of Forest Conservation Act was also noted by 
SC

More in 
news

 z SC issued notice to Uttarakhand government for its reply, within three weeks, 
to a report filed by the court-appointed Central Empowered Committee (CEC).

 z The road, passes through “critical” corridor between the Rajaji Tiger Reserve and 
the Corbett Tiger Reserve.

 z The road is being built without statutory approval of the National Board for 
Wildlife, CEC report stated.

 z As per the 2014 data of All India Tiger Estimation, the area supports up to four 
tigers per 100 sq km.

 z The CEC sought an immediate halt to the construction activities in the Rajaji 
Tiger Reserve as it would “adversely impact the habitat and wildlife of the 
ecologically sensitive area”.

 z The court found out that the neither the advice of the National Tiger Conservation 
Authority (NTCA), nor permission form the Wildlife Board had been taken.

Source The Hindu

Increase in Forest cover
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Union Minister for Environment told Lok Sabha that India’s forest coverup by 1% 
in the last one year.

More in the 
news

 z The Ministry also said for one tree chopped for development work, three to four 
were planted either in the same area or elsewhere.

 z As per the latest report, over 24.39% of country’s geographical area now consists 
of green cover. He said 125 crore trees would be planted along highways to 
increase the green cover.

 z The Minister declined finding of El Dorado Weather a private weather agency’s 
report on climate change that 11 out of 15 hottest places in the world are from 
India. 

Source The Hindu

Antibodies against Chikungunya 
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Why in 
news?

 z The Institute of Life Sciences (ILS), under the Department of Biotechnology 
successfully developed antibodies against the Chikungunya viral (CHIKV) infection.

More in 
news

 z ILS research lab became the first to develop polyclonal antibodies against the 
non-structural proteins - nsP1, nsP3 and nsP4 of CHIKV.  

 z The Lab also developed and characterized a monoclonal antibody against nsP2 
of CHIKV

 z Now that the antibodies have successfully been tested ILS has got non-exclusive 
license for commercialisation of the product. 

 z ILS is to partner with a biotechnology-based company for product 
commercialisation and marketing of antibodies

Significance 
of 
Developing 
Antibodies

 z It will help researchers unravel countless aspects of virus pathogenesis
 z With this development researchers can make progress towards creation of 

efficacious antivirals and other control strategies against the Chikungunya virus.

Source The Hindu

Bio - Jet Fuel
Why in 
news

 z The fleet of AN-32 transport aircraft of the Indian Air Force was certified to fly on 
blended aviation fuel containing up to 10 per cent bio-jet fuel. 

 
More in 
news 
 

 z The approval for use of bio-fuel given by the Centre for Military Airworthiness 
and Certification (CEMILAC).

 z It was after series of evaluation tests and trials which were in consonance with 
the international standards was the approval given.

 z The indigenous bio-jet fuel was first produced by the Indian Institute of Petroleum, 
Dehradun in 2013, but it could not be tested or certified for commercial use on 
aircraft due to lack of test facilities in the civil aviation sector. 

 z The bio-fuel, to be used by AN-32 fleet, would be produced from tree borne oils 
(TBOs) sourced from tribal areas.

Source Economic Times

COP meetings of Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm conventions
Why in 
news

 z A joint meeting of three conventions of Basel, Rotterdam and Stockholm was 
held in in Geneva, Switzerland, from 29 April to 10 May 2019

 More in 
news 

 z It was the fourteenth meeting of the Conference of the Parties (COP) to Basel 
Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movement of Hazardous Wastes 
and their Disposal (COP 14). 

 z Ninth meeting of the COP to Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent 
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides in International Trade.

 z Ninth meeting of the COP to Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic 
Pollutants. 

 z The theme of the meetings this year was “Clean Planet, Healthy People: Sound 
Management of Chemicals and Waste”. 

 z At Basel conventions - two important issues were discussed and decided, 
i.e. technical guidelines on e-waste and inclusion of plastic waste in the PIC 
procedure. 
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 (1) The draft technical guidelines stipulated the conditions when used electrical 
and electronic equipment destined for direct reuse, repair, refurbishment or 
failure analysis should be considered as non-waste. 

(2) India had major reservations regarding these provisions as in the name of 
re-use, repair, refurbishment and failure analysis there was a possibility of 
dumping from the developed world to the developing countries. 

(3) Also because in India there is growing consumption of electronic equipment 
and waste.

(4) Due to strong objection raised by Indian delegation which was supported 
by number of other developing countries the guidelines were not passed by 
the conference of the parties (COP).

(5) Hence On the final day of the COP, a modified decision was adopted in 
which all the concerns raised by India and others were incorporated.

 z Decision taken at the Convention 
(1) Dumping of e-waste in developing countries.
(2) Recognition that the interim guideline has issues and further work is 

required especially on the provision of distinguishing waste from non-
waste.

(3) The guidelines were adopted on an interim basis only
(4) The tenure of the expert working group was extended to address the 

concerns raised by India
(5) The usage of interim guidelines to be done only on a pilot basis.
(6) To amend the convention to include unsorted, mixed and contaminated 

plastic waste under PIC (Prior Informed Consent) procedure and improve 
the regulation of its transboundary movement.

 z Stockholm Convention - It was decided to list “Dicofol” in Annex A (without any 
exemption) and “PFOA” (with some exception).

 z Rotterdam Convention - Two new chemicals (Phorate and HBCD) were added in 
the list for mandatory PIC procedure in international trade.

Source PIB

United Nations Global Assessment Report
Why in 
news?

 z The fifth edition of the United Nations Global Assessment Report on Disaster 
Risk Reduction (GAR) was launched.

More in 
news

 z This edition is issued four years after the adoption of the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 2015–2030 (Sendai Framework). 

 z Global Assessment Report
 z It is the first step in the implementation of the Sendai Framework.
 z It offers an update on progress made in implementing the outcome, goal, 

targets and priorities of the Sendai Framework and disaster-related Sustainable 
Development Goals. 

 z It provides an analysis of how risk science is changing, presents areas for 
additional endeavour, and explores aspects of understanding and managing 
systemic risk.
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 z It presents innovative research and practice for pursuing risk-informed 
sustainable development, and provides an introduction to the wider scope and 
nature of hazards and related risks to be considered.

 z Sendai Framework 
 z It was adopted to address broader scope of hazards and risks.
 z It charts a clear policy pathway for governments and citizens to prevent and 

mitigate shocks caused by natural and man-made hazards, as well as related 
environmental, technological and biological hazards and risks. 

 z It is the connecting tissue for the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, the 
Paris Agreement, the New Urban Agenda, the Addis Ababa Action Agenda and 
the Agenda for Humanity.

Source Relief Web

 

H1B vi
Why is it in 
the news?

 z There was a sharp 10% decline in the approval of H-1B visas by the U.S. in the 
fiscal year 2018.

 z Experts attributed to the “aggressive” policies of the Trump administration to 
clamp down on the use of the work visa program which is popular among highly 
skilled Indian IT professionals

More in 
news

 z H-1B visa:
(1) The H-1B visa is a non-immigrant visa that allows U.S. companies to employ 

foreign workers in specialty occupations that require theoretical or technical 
expertise. 

(2) The U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) approved 3,35,000 
H-1B visas, both new and renewable, in the fiscal year 2018.

(3)` The approval rate of H-1B declined from 93% in 2017 to 85% in 2018.
 z Trump administration: Trump administration has aggressively pursued 

strategies to clamp down on the use of the H-1B program, and these efforts are 
now showing in the data.

 z Buy American and Hire American:  “Buy American and Hire American” executive 
order seeks to create higher wages and employment rates for U.S. workers.

Source The Hindu

India-France relations
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently French Minister of State for Europe and Foreign Affairs Jean Baptiste 
Lemoyne and the Indian alumni of French courses in business, engineering and 
design meet was organised.

International Relation3
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More in 
news

 z Increasing connections: In this meet, one of the major issues discussed was the 
need to increase connections with the French companies based in India.

 z Increase in students number:
(1) A decade ago, the annual number of Indian students in France was just 400. 
(2) By 2017, it had shot up to 5,000 which increased to 8,000 last year.

Source The Hindu

Zakir Naik extradition
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Stating that the fairness of the Indian justice system had never been in question, 
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said the government had made a formal 
request for preacher Zakir Naik’s extradition and would continue to pursue the 
matter with Malaysia.

More in 
news

 z Background: The MEA statement came after Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir 
Mohamad said the country reserved the right to disallow Naik’s extradition to 
India if he was not going to be accorded justice.

 z Extradition preparation:
(1) The Enforcement Directorate, which is probing money laundering charges 

against Naik, is preparing to secure a non-bailable warrant against him.
(2) The court has already taken cognizance of a chargesheet filed in the case.
(3) Based on the warrant, the Directorate can request Interpol to issue a 

Red Notice and also approach the Malaysian authorities seeking Naik’s 
extradition.

Source The Hindu

India-China boundary talks
Why is it in 
news?

 z Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Chinese President Xi Jinping agreed to 
expedite the dialogue on the India-China boundary issue for securing a “fair” 
solution.

More in 
news

 z Meeting: The two leaders met in Bishkek, the capital of Kyrgyzstan, where they 
will participate in the summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO).

 z Finding fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable solution: Both leaders have 
asked the Special Representatives to meet and carry forward the discussion and 
have instructed them to expedite the discussion in this regard for achieving a 
fair, reasonable and mutually acceptable solution.

 z Aftermath of Wuhan summit: The two leaders discussed the status of the 
bilateral relationship since the Wuhan summit of April 2018, which came in the 
backdrop of tension following the 73-day Doklam standoff. 

 z Border issue: The attention on the border issue acquires significance as the 
Chinese President is expected to visit India later this year for a summit with Mr. 
Modi. 

 z BCIM economic corridor: Mr. Xi highlighted the need for regional cooperation 
and connectivity and singled out the Bangladesh-China-India-Myanmar (BCIM) 
economic corridor as an example for expanding the India-China ties, which had 
entered a “new phase” after the Wuhan informal summit.

Source The Hindu
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India-Pakistan relations
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Prime Minister Narendra Modi and his Pakistan counterpart Imran Khan 
exchanged greetings during the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO).

More in 
news

 z Informal exchange: The informal exchange between the two leaders came in 
the backdrop of a strong pitch by Prime Minister Modi for a regional and global 
drive to ensure eradication of terrorism.

 z Significance: Exchange, though brief, is the first since the Pulwama terror attack, 
which led to a dramatic escalation of tensions between the two sides.

 z Regional security: Mr. Modi while addressing the summit of leaders of the 
member countries of SCO hinted at Pakistan’s role in supporting terror elements 
and highlighted the importance of peace in Afghanistan for the overall security 
situation in the region. 

 z International conference to fight terrorism:
(1) Prime Minister urged the international community to look beyond narrow 

concerns and pitched for an international conference to fight terrorism. 
(2) The issue also featured prominently in the Bishkek Declaration of the SCO 

Heads of State Council.
Source The Hindu

Doklam issue
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Bhutan’s Prime Minister Lotay Tshering called for China to maintain 
status quo in the Doklam region.

More in 
news

 z Bhutan stand: It said, “no side” should do anything near the trijunction point 
between India, China and Bhutan “unilaterally”.

 z Boundary talks: The boundary talks between the two sides had made good 
progress, however, with 25 rounds completed. 

 z SAARC issue: 
(1) Mr. Tshering also called on India and Pakistan to work together for the growth 

of South Asia and said it was “too early” to call the SAARC unviable. 
(2) His comments follow calls by Sri Lanka’s President Maithripala Sirisena and 

Nepal’s Prime Minister K. P. Sharma Oli to revive the SAARC, which hasn’t 
held a summit since 2014.

Source The Hindu

India and the U.S. resolve to work through their trade differences 
Why is it in 
the news?

 z India and the U.S. resolved to work through their differences which have led to 
an impasse on trade issues.

 z External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar hosted U.S. Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo in Delhi ahead of a meeting between Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and U.S. President Donald Trump in Osaka.

Note  z This has been covered in contemporary issues section. 
Source The Hindu

MEA rejects U.S. report on the state of religious freedom in India 
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Why is it in 
the news?

 z Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) said that foreign governments do not have the 
right to criticize India’s vibrant democracy and dedication to the rule of law, said 
the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA).

 z It is in reaction to the recent U.S. State Department’s annual report on religious 
freedom which pointed out India’s failure to protect minority communities.

More in 
news

 z Pompeo visit:
(1) The report sets the backdrop of the visit of Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.
(2) The report was released by Mr. Pompeo himself, and he referred to the issue 

of religious freedom as a “deeply personal” priority.
 z 2018 Report on International Religious Freedom:

(1) It referred to multiple instances of the government of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi at the Centre and various State governments of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party has taken steps that hurt the Muslim community.

(2) Apart from the murders and lynching by cow vigilante groups, the report 
pointed out that there were several attempts to undermine minority 
institutions and change the names of cities that reminded one of the 
pluralistic nature of India. 

(3) In this regard, the report highlighted the change of the name of Allahabad to 
Prayagraj.

 z Official statement: India was proud of its “secular credentials”. “It is widely 
acknowledged that India is a vibrant democracy where the Constitution provides 
protection of religious freedom, and where democratic governance and rule of 
law further promote and protect the fundamental rights.” 

Source The Hindu

U.S. Secretary of State Visit
Why is it in 
news?

 z India will press its case for a waiver of United States’ sanctions on the $5.4 billion 
Russian S-400 Triumf anti-missile deal, but will discuss Washington’s concerns 
over the issue during talks with Secretary of State Mike Pompeo.

More in 
news

 z Visit to prepare for the Trump-Modi meeting:
(1) Mr. Pompeo will have full-delegation meetings with Mr. Jaishankar followed 

by a press briefing. 
(2) No MoUs or agreements are expected to be announced.
(3) Negotiations on two important agreements are expected- The Industrial 

Security Annexe and the Geo-spatial cooperation agreement BECA.
(4) Closed-door interaction with Indian and American businesses to speak 

about the impasse over a trade deal and the U.S. withdrawal of India’s GSP 
(Generalized System of Preferences) status.

 z Agenda for talks:
(1) Strategic relations and people-to-people ties.
(2) Trade issues between the two countries.
(3) U.S.’s objections to the purchase of the S-400.
(4) Sanctions on Indian imports of oil from Iran and Venezuela 
(5) U.S’s new demand that India must not allow Chinese telecom major Huawei 

to participate in 5G network trials are likely to come up for discussion.
 z India’s stand on S-400 purchase:
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(1) India said that it has a long-standing defence relationship with Russia.
(2) The S-400 deal had been discussed with the Putin government for a long 

time before it was signed in October last. 
(3) From a legal point of view, India fulfils the requirements for a CAATSA waiver 

(The U.S. law that bans military purchases from Russia, Iran and North Korea).
 z Huawei issue:

(1) On the Huawei issue, Mr. Jaishankar will tell Mr. Pompeo that the government 
will balance the national security implications of the Chinese company with the 
demands of the local telecommunications market before deciding on 5G trials. 

(2) The Chinese foreign ministry weighed in on the debate, calling for India to 
take an “unbiased and non-discriminatory” decision.

Source The Hindu

India-Japan relations
Why is it in 
news?

 z Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Japan for G-20 summit where he said that 
ties between India and Japan had become stronger from the time the two countries 
cooperated to make a car to coming together to manufacture a bullet train.

More in 
news

 z Address of By PM Modi:
(1) Mr. Modi while addressing the Indian community in Japanese city said Japan 

had played an important role in India’s economic development.
(2)  The bilateral ties are going to become more robust as India aimed to become 

a $5-trillion economy in the next five years.
 z Indelible mark: Japanese projects or investments have left its mark in every 

section/field.
 z Bullet train: India is planning to run its first bullet train between Mumbai and 

Ahmedabad with Japan’s help. 
 z India-Japan relations:

(1) Common cultural traditions including the heritage of Buddhism and a 
common commitment to the ideals of democracy, tolerance, pluralism, and 
open society. 

(2) 2 of the largest and oldest democracies in Asia having a high degree of 
congruence of political, economic and strategic interests, view each other as 
partners that have responsibility for and are capable of responding to global 
and regional challenges. 

(3) India is the largest recipient of Japanese official development assistance (ODA). 
 z Cooperation from Japan in projects:

(1) Japan is the largest donor to India in areas like power, transportation, 
environmental projects & Infrastructure development.

(2) New Delhi Metro network.
(3) Chennai-Bengaluru Industrial Corridor.
(4) Western Dedicated Freight Corridor.
(5) Agreement for Cooperation in the Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy.
(6) To build upon cooperation in the field of smart cities.

Source The Hindu
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Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Government officials said it would be ‘premature’ to suggest India could be cut 
out of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) if it doesn’t 
agree to join it by the year-end.

 z It is being negotiated by 16 countries led by the ASEAN bloc.
Note  z This will be covered in July contemporary issues. 
Source The Hindu

UNSC non-permanent seat
Why is it in 
news?

 z India has won the unanimous support of all countries in the 55-member Asia-
Pacific Group at the United Nations in support of its bid for a non-permanent 
seat at the UN Security Council (UNSC) for a two-year term in 2021-22.

More in 
news

 z Support from China and Pakistan: The development is particularly significant 
given that Pakistanand China, both countries with which India has had diplomatic 
challenges at the UN, supported the move.

 z Non-permanent seat on the UNSC: 
(1) The 55-member Asia-Pacific Group gets to nominate one of its members for 

the June 2020 elections to a non-permanent seat on the UNSC.
(2) Estonia, Niger, Tunisia, Vietnam and St. Vincent, and the Grenadines were 

elected earlier this month.
(3) No challenges to India’s candidacy are expected with regard to acquiring the 

support of other UN members. 
 z Criteria for a non-permanent seat on the UNSC: India will need the vote of two-

thirds of the 193 UN General Assembly members to win a non-permanent seat 
on the UNSC.

 z Previous seat holding history by India:
(1) India has already held a non-permanent seat on the UNSC for seven terms: 

1950-1951, 1967-1968, 1972-1973, 1977-1978, 1984-1985, 1991-1992 and 
2011-2012. 

(2) It announced its candidacy for the 2021-22 seat at the end of 2013, 
with Afghanistan, a potential contender, withdrawing its nomination to 
accommodate India’s candidacy based on the “long-standing, close and 
friendly relations” between the two countries.

 z 2021-22 chairs: India has been keen to hold the seat in 2021-22 to coincide with 
the 75th anniversary of Independence in 2022.

Source The Hindu

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Prime Minister Narendra Modi will meet Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
Chinese President Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) summit.

International Organisations
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Note  z This issue has been covered in contemporary issues section. 
Source The Hindu



U.S role in South Asia
Why is it in 
the news?

 z South Asia budget of U.S. is set to fall. The overall budget request of $1.07 billion 
is 16% below the FY2019 request.

More in 
news

 z Annual exercise and a forum to discuss foreign policy:
(1) The U.S.’s top South Asia diplomat will testify before the House Foreign 

Affairs Committee (HFAC) in a hearing on ‘U.S. Interest in South Asia and FY 
2020 Budget’.

(2) The annual exercise formally articulates the budget request to Congress but 
also, in reality, is a forum to discuss foreign policy in the region.

 z U.S. Interest in South Asia and FY 2020 Budget:
(1) The budget request for India will be increased and those for Afghanistan and 

Pakistan will be “rationalized”.
(2) The budget request for India reflects its pre-eminent role in the 

Administration’s Indo-Pacific vision and our two countries commitment to 
shared principles and values.

 z Coherent India policy and relations with India:
(1) The statement talks about the growing bilateral trade with India, a deepening 

defense relationship but notes the challenges. 
(2) The U.S. is looking to India to take stronger action on crimes based on religion 

and this is expected to contribute to a stronger relationship.
(3) The statement also refers to market access issues and tariff and non-tariff 

barriers being “longstanding concerns”.
Source The Hindu

U.S.-Iran tensions
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Secretary of State Mike Pompeo vowed that the U.S. will guarantee free passage 
through the vital Strait of Hormuz, as he accused Iran of recent attacks on oil 
tankers and the downing of a U.S. drone.

More in 
news

 z Recent incidences of tensions: 
(1) U.S. MQ-9 “Reaper” drone was shot down with a missile fired from Yemen 

that had Iranian assistance.
(2) Attacks on two tankers in the Gulf of Oman.

 z Not at war with Iran: Secretary of State reiterated that President Donald Trump 
is not seeking war with Iran.

 z Iran’s reply: Iran has denied the U.S. charges as “baseless” and said they were 
made without “a shred of factual or circumstantial evidence.”

Source The Hindu

International Events
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Iran to breach uranium stockpile limit 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Iran said that it would surpass from June 27 its uranium stockpile limit set under 
the nuclear deal with world powers.

 z It turning up the pressure after the U.S. walked away from the pact last year.
More in 
news

 z Reversal of decision: The decision will be reversed once other parties live up to 
their commitments.

 z IAEA:
(1) It is widely known as the world’s “Atoms for Peace and Development” 

organization within the United Nations family.
(2) The IAEA is the international centre for cooperation in the nuclear field.
(3) The Agency works with its Member States and multiple partners worldwide 

to promote the safe, secure and peaceful use of nuclear technologies.
Source The Hindu

U.S. deploys more troops to West Asi
Why is it in 
news?

 z China and Russia warned about escalating West Asian tensions after Washington 
said it would deploy 1,000 more troops to the region and renewed accusations 
that Iran was behind a tanker attack.

More in 
news

 z Iran’s 10-day countdown:
(1) The U.S. moves came as Iran set a 10-day countdown for world powers to 

fulfill their commitments under a nuclear deal abandoned by Washington.
(2) Iran said that it would otherwise surpass the uranium stockpile limit 

mandated by the accord.
 z Not waging war against any nation:Iran President Hassan Rouhani insisted that 

Tehran would “not wage war against any nation.” 
 z Russia and China’s stand: Both Russia and China urged all sides to show restraint. 

It said that it would prefer not to see any steps that could introduce additional 
tensions in the already unstable region.

Source The Hindu

FATF plenary meeting- warns Pak. but keeps it off the blacklist 
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Pakistan has avoided being placed on the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) 
blacklist during the multilateral financial watchdog’s plenary meetings in 
Orlando, Florida.

More in 
news

 z Warning: The country, which continued to remain on a greylist, was given 
a warning at the end of the plenary session and told that it lacked a proper 
understanding of transnational terrorist financing.

 z Indian efforts: The mention of transnational terrorist financing is significant in 
light of India’s efforts to isolate Pakistan on the international stage in the context 
of its support for terror in Kashmir. 

 z Failure in execution and meeting deadlines:
(1) The FATF expresses concern that not only did Pakistan fail to complete its 

action plan items with January deadlines, it also failed to complete its action 
plan items due May 2019. 

(2) The FATF strongly urges Pakistan to swiftly complete its action plan by 
October 2019 when the last set of action plans are set to expire. 
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 z Reasons to keep Pak. on greylist: No adequate laws to deal with money 
laundering and terrorist financing.

 z Blacklist, greylist criteria:
(1) To stay off of the FATF blacklist, the support of at least three of a total of 36 

(excluding two regional organizations) FATF members is required.
(2) Fifteen members need to support a country’s move off of the greylist, as per 

the FATF charter.
Source The Hindu



Project to curb menstrual waste
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Alappuzha municipality in Kerala has come up with a 
project to address the growing problem of menstrual waste.  

More in the 
news

 z Disposal of sanitary napkins, the majority of which are 
nonbiodegradable, has become a major challenge to the municipality. 

 z On an average, 0.43 tonne of sanitary napkin waste is being produced 
in the municipality. 

 z Hence, in a bid to get rid of sanitary napkins, the local body will distribute menstrual 
cups free of cost to women.

 z Cups can be reused for a period of up to five years. 
 z By distributing 5,000 cups, the municipality will be preventing 

39 lakh sanitary napkins from entering the earth. 
 z In the next phase, reusable pads made of clothing will be distributed. 
 z The local body is implementing the project titled ‘Thingal’ in association with 

Hindustan Latex Limited. 
 z It is funded under the Corporate Social Responsibility initiative of the Coal 

India Limited.  
Source The Hindu.

Food Packaging Norms
Why is it in 
the news

 z As per FSSAI's new norms, Food businesses need to comply with new packaging 
regulations that bar use of recycled plastics and newspapers to wrap food 
articles by July 1.

More in the 
news

 z The new norms will replace all provisions with respect to packaging requirements 
prescribed in the Food Safety and Standards (Packaging and Labelling) 
Regulations, 2011.

 z The new regulations prohibit packaging material made of recycled plastics 
including carrying bags for packaging, storing, carrying or dispensing articles of 
food.

    Social Issues4
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 z The norms also prohibit the use of newspaper and such other materials for 
packing or wrapping of food articles.

 z It also includes respective Indian standard for printing inks for use on food 
packages.

Source The Hindu.

 Human Trafficking report
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The U.S. State Department has released its 2019 Trafficking in Persons (TIP) 
report.

 z The report highlighted the need for action against domestic trafficking in human 
beings. 

 z India continued to be placed in Tier 2 on the country trafficking scale.
  z The US on June 20 retained India in Tier 2 list of countries in its annual report 

on human trafficking.
 z It argued that the country does not fully meet the minimum standards for its 

elimination even as it is making progress.
 z Other Findings of the report:

(1) There are 25 million adults and children suffering from labor and sex 
trafficking all over the world.

(2) In 77% of the cases, victims are trafficked within their own countries of 
residence, rather than across borders. 

(3) The number of victims trafficked domestically was high compared to foreign 
victims being trafficked in all regions of the world except Western and Central 
Europe, the Middle East, and certain East Asian countries. 

(4) Victims of sex trafficking were more likely to be trafficked across borders 
while victims of forced labor were typically exploited within their own 
countries.

 z Tier 2:
(1) Tier 2 is for those countries whose governments do not fully meet the TVPA's 

minimum standards but are making significant efforts to bring themselves 
into compliance with those standards.

(2) TVPA stands for Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, which is Congressional 
legislation that requires an annual report from the State Department on the status 
of human trafficking in countries across the world. 

(3) There are more than 90 countries in Tier 2.
Source The Hindu.

 Niti Aayog health index
Why is it in 
the news?

 z According to the second health index launched by Niti Aayog, Kerala has 
emerged as the top ranking state in terms of overall health performance while 
Uttar Pradesh is the worst.

More in the 
news

 z The second round of the health index took into account the period 2015-16 
(base year) to 2017-18 (reference year).

 z The health index is a composite measure of States and Union Territories based 
on 23 health indicators.

 z Key Highlights of the report:
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 z Andhra Pradesh (65.13), Maharashtra (63.99) have emerged as the second and 
third best performers.

 z Haryana, Rajasthan, and Jharkhand were the top three states in terms of 
incremental performances.

 z Among larger states, Haryana, Rajasthan, and Jharkhand were the top three 
states in terms of incremental performances.

 z Uttar Pradesh continued to be at the bottom of the list with its score falling to 
28.61. 

 z The other States at the bottom of the list were Bihar (32.11), Odisha (35.97) and 
Madhya Pradesh (38.39).

 z Only about half the States and UTs showed an improvement in the overall score 
between 2015-16 and 2017-18.

Source The Hindu.

 UN Report on Malnutrition
Why is it in 
the news?

 z India's food and nutrition security report released on 25th June 2019. 
 z As per the report, almost one in three Indian children under five years will still 

be stunted by 2022 going by current trends.
More in the 
news

 z The report was prepared by the UN World Food Programme in collaboration 
with the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.

More Findings of the report:
 z Over the last decade, child stunting- which is a measure of chronic malnutrition- 

has reduced at a rate of about 1% per year.
 z The slowest decline among emerging economies. 
 z At this rate, 31.4% of children will still be stunted by the 2022 deadline. 
 z India must double its rate of progress to reach the target of 25% by that time
 z The Indian farmer is producing more foodgrains than ever before, making the 

country self-sufficient in this regard.
 z Unfortunately, the consumer’s access to rice, wheat, and other cereals has not 

increased at the same rate, due to population growth, inequality, food wastage 
and losses, and exports. 

Source The Hindu.

POCSO Act
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Madras High Court has suggested that the Protection of Children from 
Sexual Offences(POCSO) Act be amended to exclude consensual sex after 16 
years of age from the purview of the Act.

More in the 
news

Key Provisions of POCSO Act:
 z The Protection of Children from Sexual Offences Act 2012 defines a child as any 

person below the age of 18 years.
 z The Act provides protection to all children under the age of 18 years from the 

offenses of sexual assault, sexual harassment, and pornography.
 z This is the first time that an Act has listed aspects of touch as well as non-touch 

behavior (eg: photographing a child in an obscene manner) under the ambit of 
sexual offenses.

 z The Act incorporates child-friendly procedures for reporting, recording of 
evidence, investigation, and trial of offenses
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 z The attempt to commit an offense under the Act has also been made liable for 
punishment for up to half the punishment prescribed for the commission of the 
offense.

 z The Act also provides for punishment for abetment of the offense, which is the 
same as for the commission of the offense. 

 z This would cover the trafficking of children for sexual purposes.
 z The media has been barred from disclosing the identity of the child without the 

permission of the Special Court.
Source LiveMint.

 Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion Programme (EQUIP)
Why is it in 
the news

 z The Centre is planning to release a five-year vision and action plan to transform 
higher education.

More in the 
news

 z Government is planning to transform higher education by doubling enrolment 
and employability, addressing inequalities of access, and revamping governance 
and funding mechanisms.

 z The Education Quality Upgradation and Inclusion Programme (EQUIP) is likely to 
involve an investment of ₹1.5 lakh crore over the next five years, much of which 
will have to be raised from the market.

 z Objectives of the vision plan:
 z Double the Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) in higher education and resolve the 

geographically and socially skewed access to higher education institutions in 
India

 z Upgrade the quality of education to global standards
 z Position at least 50 Indian institutions among the top-1000 global universities
 z Introduce governance reforms in higher education for well-administered 

campuses
 z Accreditation of all institutions as an   assurance of quality
 z Promote Research & Innovation ecosystems for positioning India in the Top-3 

countries in the world in matters of knowledge creation
 z Double the employability of the students passing out of higher education
 z Harness education technology for expanding the reach and improving pedagogy
 z Promote India as a global study destination
 z Achieve a quantum increase in investment in higher education. 

Source The Hindu.
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RBI's Vision 2021 Document
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Aiming at a 'cash-lite' society, RBI released a vision document for ensuring a safe, 
secure, convenient, quick and affordable e-payment system.

 z RBI expects the number of digital transactions to increase more than four times 
to 8,707 crores in December 2021.

More in the 
news

Highlights of Vision 2021 Document:
 z It envisages achieving "a highly digital and cash-lite society" through the goal 

posts of competition, cost-effectiveness, convenience and confidence (4Cs).
 z Accelerated growth in individual retail electronic payment systems: UPI is 

expected to grow, on an average annualized basis, over 100%, and NEFT at 40%, 
till December 2021. The number of digital transactions is expected to be 8,707 
crores in December 2021.

 z Digital payment transaction turnover vis-à-vis GDP (at market prices-current 
price) is expected to increase to 10.37 in 2019, 12.29 in 2020 and 14.80 in 2021.

 z Debit card transactions at Point of Sale to increase to 35%, and “continued 
growth in PPI transactions”.

 z Shift Cash on Delivery (CoD) transactions to digital modes for e-commerce.
 z Reduction in cash in circulation as a percentage of GDP is a goal, but no specific 

target is being considered by the RBI
 z 50% increase in mobile based payment transactions is expected.
 z The document talks about creating customer awareness, setting up a 24X7 

helpline and self-regulatory organisation for system operators and service 
providers, among others.

Source The Hindu.

RBI unveils online portal for filing grievances
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Reserve Bank of India launched an application for lodging complaints against 
banks and NBFCs with a view to improving customer experience in timely 
redressal of grievances. 

 z The Complaint Management System (CMS) is a software application to facilitate 
RBI's grievance redressal process. 

More in the 
news

 z CMS will be accessible on desktops as well as on mobile devices. 
 z The RBI also plans to introduce a dedicated Interactive Voice Response (IVR) 

System for tracking the status of complaints. 
 z The complaint would be directed to the appropriate office of the Ombudsman/

Regional Office of the RBI. 
 z CMS provides features such as acknowledgment through SMS and email 

notification, status tracking through unique registration number. 

Economics5
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 z Data from CMS can be leveraged by the RBI for analytics, which can be used for 
regulatory and supervisory interventions.

Source The Hindu.

Distressed asset fund for MSMEs
Why is it in 
the news?

 z A Reserve Bank of India (RBI) committee headed by U.K. Sinha has suggested 
a Rs 5,000 crore stressed asset fund for domestic MSMEs.

 z It is proposed in relief to small businesses hurt by demonetization, the goods, 
and services tax and an ongoing liquidity crunch.

More in the 
news

 z The committee to study the problems faced by MSMEs.
 z The fund will assist units in a cluster where there is a change in the external 

environment such as a plastic ban.
 z This would be of significant size which makes equity investments that help unlock 

debt or help revive sick units.
 z Other Key Suggestions of the Panel:

(1) The RBI should increase the limit for non-collateralised loans to Rs 20 lakh. 
This would address a significant proportion of the sector needs. 

(2) In addition, there should be a revision in loan limit sanctioned under MUDRA 
by the Finance Ministry to Rs 20 lakh from Rs 10 lakh.

(3) Banks that wish to specialize in MSME lending, their sub-targets for farm 
loans under the priority sector lender could be waived off.

Source The Hindu.

 Payments data must be saved locally: RBI
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has clarified that payment system providers need 
to store entire payments data in a system only in India.

More in the 
news

Clarifications by RBI:
 z Data processed abroad would have to be brought back to the country within 24 

hours.
 z The entire payment data shall be stored in systems located only in India.
 z Data stored in India should include end-to-end transaction details and info about 

payment transactions.
 z The data can be shared with the overseas regulator, if required, depending upon 

the nature/origin of the transaction with prior approval of the RBI.
 z The data could be pertaining to customer data like name, mobile number, 

Aadhaar number, PAN.
Source The Hindu.

 Financial Stability Report 
Why is it in 
the news?

 z RBI released its half-yearly financial stability report on Thursday 27th June.
 z As per the report, there is a decline in NPAs while credit growth is picking up.

More in the 
news

Findings of the report:
 z Gross non-performing assets in the banking system have declined for the second 

consecutive half year.
 z Gross NPA ratio declined to 9.3% as of March 2019. It was 10.8% in September 

2018 and 11.5% in March 2018.



 90   Contemporary Issues & Current Affairs June - 2019  (Study Material)

The Unique Academy

 z Following capital infusion by the government in public sector banks, the overall 
capital adequacy ratio of commercial banks improved from 13.7% in September 
2018 to 14.3% in March 2019.

 z The number of banks having more than 20% gross NPAs coming down in March 
2019.

 z Credit growth of public sector banks was at 9.6% while private lenders continue 
to the robust growth of 21%. 

 z Overall credit growth marginally improved to 13.2% in March 2019 from 13.1% 
in September 2018.

 z Macroeconomic Front:
 z Implication of CAR:

(1) On the macroeconomic front, the private consumption turned weak.
(2)	A	widening	current	account	deficit	has	exerted	pressure	on	the	fiscal	front.

 z When this ratio is high, it indicates that a financial institution has an adequate 
amount of capital to deal with unexpected losses. 

 z When the ratio is low, an entity is at a higher risk of failure, and so may be 
required by the regulatory authorities to add more capital.

Source The Hindu.



National Statistical Office (NSO)
Why is it in 
the news

 z Government has decided to merge the Central Statistics Office (CSO) and the 
National Sample Survey Office (NSSO) into the National Statistical Office (NSO) in 
a major restructuring move.

 z The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation(MOSPI) has issued a 
notice on May 23 in this regard.

More in the 
news

 z The NSSO and the CSO were functioning independently.
 z The new NSO would be headed by Secretary Statistics and Programme 

Implementation, with various divisions reporting to the Secretary.
 z Objectives of the Move:

(1) To streamline and strengthen the present nodal function of MOSPI with 
respect to Indian official statistics system.

(2) Bring in more synergy by integrating its administrative functions within the 
ministry.

 z Work of CSO: The CSO headed by a DG brings out macroeconomic data like 
economic (GDP) growth data, industrial production, and inflation.

 z Work of NSSO: The NSSO conducts large-scale surveys and brings out reports 
on health, education, household expenditure, and other social and economic 
indicators. 

 z The MOSPI, after the merger of NSSO and CSO, the administrative functions will 
be streamlined with the involvement of DG level officers in

Government Policies & Taxation
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the administrative and overall coordination of the ministry.
Source The Hindu.

 Employees’ State Insurance(ESI)
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Government of India has taken a decision to reduce the rate of 
contribution under the ESI Act from 6.5% to 4%.

 z Reduced rates will be effective from 1st July 2019.
 z This would benefit 3.6 crore employees and 12.85 lakh, employers.

More in the 
news

 z Employers’ contribution being reduced from 4.75% to 3.25% and employees’ 
contribution being reduced from 1.75% to 0.75%. 

 z Significance of the Reduction:
(1) The reduced rate of contribution will bring about a substantial relief to 

workers and it will facilitate further enrollment of workers under the ESI 
scheme.

(2) It will bring more and more workforce into the formal sector. 
(3) Similarly, reduction in the share of contribution of employers will reduce 

the financial liability of the establishments leading to improved viability of 
these establishments. 

(4) This shall also lead to enhanced Ease of Doing Business. 
(5) It is also expected that a reduction in the rate of ESI contribution shall 

lead to improved compliance of the law.
 z The Employees’ State Insurance Act 1948 (the ESI Act):

(1) It provides for medical, cash, maternity, disability and dependent 
benefits to the Insured Persons. 

(2) The ESI Act is administered by the Employees’ State Insurance 
Corporation (ESIC). 

(3) Benefits provided under the ESI Act are funded by the contributions 
made by the employers and the employees.

(4) Under the ESI Act, employers and employees both contribute their 
shares respectively. 

(5) The Government of India through the Ministry of Labour and Employment 
decides the rate of contribution under the ESI Act.

Source PIB.

Inter-creditor agreement
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Indian Banks’ Association(IBA) has tweaked the Inter-creditor agreement 
(ICA) to keep it in line with the revised guidelines of the Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) on stressed assets resolution announced on June 7.

 z The Inter-creditor agreement (ICA) was framed by Sunil Mehta Committee.
More in the 
news

Revised norms:
 z The revised norm had mandated that if there was a default by any lender, all 

lenders should review the borrower account within 30 days of the default.
 z The 30 days period is termed ‘review period’, and to chalk out a resolution plan. 
 z It has been made mandatory for all the lenders to enter into an ICA within the 

review period.
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 z Any decision agreed to by lenders representing 75% by value of total outstanding 
credit facilities and 60% of lenders by number shall be binding upon all the 
lenders.

Project Sashakt:
 z Project Sashakt was proposed by a panel led by PNB chairman Sunil Mehta. 
 z The idea is to help consolidate stressed assets.
 z Bad loans of up to Rs 50 crores will be managed at the bank level, with a deadline 

of 90 days. 
 z For bad loans of Rs. 50-500 crore, banks will enter an inter-creditor agreement, 

authorizing the lead bank to implement a resolution plan in 180 days or refer the 
asset to NCLT. 

 z For loans above Rs. 500 crores, the panel recom mended an independent AMC, 
supported by institutional funding through the AIF. 

Source The Hindu.



Index of Industrial Production (IIP)
Why is it in 
the news?

 z As per the official data released, Industrial production grew at a six-month high 
of 3.4 percent in April.

 z The growth in April is mainly on account of improvement in mining and power 
generation.

More in the 
news

 z The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) had expanded by 4.5% in April 2018. 
 z The expansion in the mining sector was 5.1% compared to 3.8% in the year-ago 

month.
 z Similarly, the growth in the power sector was 6% in April as against 2.1% in the 

corresponding month of the last fiscal.
 z However, there was a slowdown in the manufacturing sector. 
 z The previous high in industrial growth was recorded at 8.4% in October 2018.

Concept  z The Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is the number denoting the condition of 
industrial production during a certain period.

 z IIP shows the status of industrial activity, you can find out if the industrial activity 
has increased, decreased or remained the same.

 z It is important for the IIP to reflect true industrial trends, which in turn has an 
impact on the policy decision-making.

 z These figures are calculated in reference to the base year.  Currently, the base 
year is 2011-12.

 z Index of Industrial Production (IIP) is released by the Central Statistics Office 
(CSO) of the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation.

 z It does not consider measuring of informal sector activity. Same with the PMI.
Source Indian Express.

Industrial Sector
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Inflation
Why is it in 
the news?

 z As per the government data, Retail inflation spiked to a seven-month high of 
3.05% in May.

 z The spike is mainly due to costlier food items.
More in the 
news

 z The consumer price index (CPI) based retail inflation for April was revised 
marginally upwards to 2.99% from the earlier estimate of 2.92%.

 z Retail inflation stood at 4.87 percent in May 2018. 
 z The previous high was in October 2018, when the retail inflation print came in 

at 3.38 percent.
 z Within the index, inflation in the ‘food and beverages’ segment accelerated to 

2.03% from 1.38% over the same period. 
 z The fuel and light segment, however, saw inflation easing somewhat to 2.48% in 

May from 2.56% in the previous month.
 z Retail inflation is a crucial data point, keenly watched by the Reserve Bank while 

deciding its monetary policy.
Concept  z Inflation is defined as a sustained increase in the general level of prices for goods 

and services in a county.
 z Demand-Pull Inflation – Inflation is caused by the overall increase in demand for 

goods and services, which bids up their prices. 
 z This usually occurs in rapidly growing economies. This theory is often promoted 

by the Keynesian school of economics.
 z Cost-Push Inflation – Inflation is caused when companies' costs of production 

go up. When this happens, they need to increase prices to maintain their profit 
margins. 

Source The Hindu.

 Rating agencies to disclose the probability of default
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The markets regulator SEBI directed credit rating companies to start disclosing 
the probability of default for the issuers they rate. 

More in the 
news

 z Background:
(1) The credibility of rating agencies has been eroding since the global financial 

crisis in 2008.
(2) It is because of the conflict of interest arising from the fact that they are paid 

by the issuers to rate their securities.
(3) Rating agencies have also failed upon to downgrade troubled firms until they 

are on the verge of bankruptcy.
(4) The recent defaults by IL&FS that led to a liquidity crisis among non-bank 

lenders in India has focused attention again on credit rating agencies.
 z New Directions by SEBI:

(1) Credit rating agencies will now have to disclose the probability of default for 
the instruments they rate.

Miscellaneous
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(2) They also have to clearly state the sensitive factors that could impact the 
credit worthiness of the entity.

(3) Further, rating agencies will have to adopt a standardised terminology to:
(4) Disclose liquidity indicators like liquid investments.
(5) Access to credit and cash flows while rating an instrument.

Source The Hindu, LiveMint.

 Kimberley Process
Why is it in 
the news?

 z India assured the global community that it would actively help in the evolution 
and transformation of the Kimberley Process (KP).

 z It assured the active role for transiting from 'conflict diamonds' to 'peace 
diamonds'.

 z Also, India is the chair of the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS) for 
2019.

More in the 
news

About Kimberley Process:
 z The Kimberley Process started when Southern African diamond-producing states 

met in Kimberley, South Africa, in May 2000.
 z The states discuss ways to stop the trade in ‘conflict diamonds' 
 z It works to ensure that diamond purchases were not financing violence by rebel 

movements.
 z In December 2000, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a landmark 

resolution supporting the creation of an international certification scheme for 
rough diamonds. 

 z By November 2002, negotiations between governments, the international 
diamond industry, and civil society organizations resulted in the creation of 
the Kimberley Process Certification Scheme (KPCS). 

 z The KPCS document sets out the requirements for controlling rough diamond 
production and trade. 

 z The KPCS entered into force in 2003 when participating countries started to 
implement its rules.

 z Conflict diamond: Also called as Blood diamond defined by the UN as 
any diamond that is mined in areas controlled by forces opposed to the legitimate, 
internationally recognized government of a country and that is sold to fund 
military action against that government.  

Source The Hindu.
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Mutation that protects against HIV raises death rate 
Why is it in 
the news?

 z According to a recent study, People with a DNA mutation that reduces their 
chance of HIV infection may die sooner.

 z It suggests that tinkering with a gene to try to fix one problem may cause others.
More in 
news

 z Case study: The study authors cited the case of the Chinese researcher who 
tried to produce this mutation in twin girls before their birth, to reduce their 
risk for HIV.

 z Heightens risk:
(1) The gene is called CCR5. 
(2) When it is working normally, it lets certain cells of the immune system display 

a protein on their surfaces. 
(3) HIV has co-opted that protein to use as a doorway to infect those cells.
(4) The mutation prevents that protein from appearing, and so reduces the risk 

of HIV infection.
 z Findings: The study found that participants with the mutation in both copies 

had a death rate of about 20% higher than that of the others.
Source The Hindu

Chandrayaan-2 mission 
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Chandrayaan-2, the country’s first moon lander, and rover mission, is a month 
away from launch as ISRO marked mid-July for the take-off and kept the launch 
window open from July 9 to 16.

More in 
news

 z Soft-landing on South Pole:
(1) ISRO has set September 6 as the date to soft-land its landing craft at the 

lunar South Pole - a region where no agency has got to so far.
(2) ISRO recently listed at least six complexities of soft landing a mission on the 

Moon – something that pioneers Russia and the U.S. could not achieve easily 
back in the mid-1960s.

 z Lander-Vikram:
(1) The lander is named Vikram (meaning valour, after the father of the Indian 

space programme, Vikram Sarabhai). 
(2) It will release a small robotic rover, named Pragyan (wisdom), to move 

around, feel and understand the lunar surface.
(3) Vikram must gently descend on a harsh rugged lunar surface, without getting 

damaged. 
(4) It must also avoid landing in a shadowy patch. It needs sunlight for generating 

its power.
(5) The moon’s constantly sunny side gets light for 14 Earth days or one lunar day. 
(6) The lander and the rover are expected to work for just that duration.

Science & Technology6
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More in 
news

 z Orbiter: The mother ship or the orbiter that carries Vikram and Pragyan will go 
around the moon at a distance of about 100 km, taking pictures and gathering 
surface information and sending them back to earth.

 z Payloads or instruments:
(1) The mission carries 14 payloads or instruments to observe and gauge the 

lunar scene – both from a distance and on its surface. 
(2) One of them is a tiny NASA reflectometer to mark the spot for future missions 

and assess the distance from the earth.
 z Heavyweight launch:Weighing about 3,500 kg, Chandrayaan-2 will be launched 

on the heavy-lift GSLV-Mk III rocket. 
Source The Hindu

Chinese probe reveals secrets of the moon 
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, scientists have said that they are a step closer to solving the riddle 
behind the Moon’s formation- unveiling the most detailed survey yet of the far 
side of Earth’s satellite.

More in 
news

 z Chang’e-4: In January, the Chinese spacecraft Chang’e-4, named after the moon 
goddess in Chinese mythology, became the first ever craft to touch down on the 
far side of the lunar surface.

 z Moon formation theories: 
(1) The moon is believed to have gone through a phase during its formation 

when it was partially or entirely composed of molten rock.
(2) As it cooled, denser minerals sank to the bottom of the magma-ocean, while 

lighter materials gathered near the surface to form its mantle.
 z Magma ocean theory:Scientist from the Chinese Academy of Sciences said 

that results support the lunar magma ocean theory, and demonstrate that the 
magma ocean hypothesis can be used to describe the early evolution history of 
the moon.

 z Aitken Basin: China landed its probe in the Von Karmen Crater in the Aitken 
Basin at the Moon’s south pole- home to one of the largest impact craters 
known in the solar system.

 z Rare materials detected:
(1) Probe detected materials such as olivine and low-calcium pyroxene that are 

rare elsewhere on the surface. 
(2) Study suggests that these materials were ejected from the Moon’s upper 

mantle when it was struck by a meteor.
 z Far side topography: Unlike the near side of the moon that always faces the 

Earth and offers many flat areas to touch down on, the far side is mountainous 
and rugged.

Source The Hindu

DNA-based personalized diet advice
Why is it in 
the news?

 z After the success of the Human Genome Project and the affordability of genetic 
sequencing, scientists began to explore the promise of “nutrigenomics.”

More in 
news

 z Results of different studies:The results of early studies from Harvard, Stanford 
and elsewhere were compelling: genetic differences seemed to predispose 
individuals to lose different amounts of weight on different types of diets. 
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 z Lack of further research on studies: Subsequent research has failed to show any 
statistically significant difference in weight loss between overweight people who 
“eat right for their genotype” and those who do not.

 z Individual metabolism:
(1) The effect of genes on obesity has been hard to tease out; various studies 

put the figure at anywhere from 35% to 85%. 
(2) Nutritionists have long observed that no one weight-loss strategy works for 

everyone, and that individuals show striking differences in their responses to 
different diets.

Source The Hindu

Defence Space Research Agency (DSRO)
Why is it in 
news?

 z To enhance the capabilities of the armed forces to fight wars in space, the 
government has approved the setting up of a new agency which will develop 
sophisticated weapon systems and technologies.

More in 
news

 z Defence Space Research Agency (DSRO):
(1) The Cabinet Committee on Security headed by Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi has cleared the setting up of the Defence Space Research Agency 
(DSRO).

(2) It has been entrusted with the task of creating space warfare weapon systems 
and technologies.

(3) The decision was taken at the topmost level some time ago and the agency 
has started taking shape under a Joint Secretary-level scientist.

 z Purpose: To help the country fight wars in the space.
 z Composition:

(1) The agency would be provided with a team of scientists which would be 
working in close coordination with the tri-services integrated Defence staff 
officers.

(2) It would be providing the research and development support to the Defence 
Space Agency (DSA) which comprises members of the three services. 

 z ASAT test:
(1) India had carried out the Anti Satellite Test (ASAT) which demonstrated its 

capability to shoot down satellites and joined an elite club of four nations 
with similar capability. 

(2) The test also helped the country develop deterrence capability against 
adversaries who may want to attack Indian satellites to cripple systems in 
times of war.

Source The Hindu

Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator Vehicle (HSTDV)
Why is it in 
news?

 z Recently, Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) conducted 
the test of an indigenously developed Hypersonic Technology Demonstrator 
Vehicle (HSTDV) along with several critical technologies.

More in 
news

 z Technology demonstrator vehicle: The DRDO launched a technology 
demonstrator vehicle to prove a number of critical technologies for futuristic 
missions from Dr Abdul Kalam Island off the coast of Odisha.
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 z Secrecy maintained:
(1) The Ministry of Defence (MoD) has not given any information and details 

regarding what the technology demonstrator were or if it met the objectives. 
(2) Some technologies have been validated while some remained inconclusive 

of which the data is being analysed.
 z Purpose of the test: 

(1) To validate several technologies including the HSTDV.
(2)  DRDO through the HSTDV project want to demonstrate the performance of 

a scram-jet engine at an altitude of 15 km to 20 km.
 z Applications:

(1) Under this project, DRDO is developing a hypersonic vehicle that will be 
powered by a scram-jet engine. 

(2) This is dual-use technology, which when developed, will have multiple civilian 
applications. 

(3) It can be used for launching satellites at low cost. 
(4)  It will also be available for long-range cruise missiles of the future.

 z Scram-jet technology: In scram-jet technology, fuel combustion takes place in a 
chamber in the missile at supersonic speeds.

Source The Hindu

India to have its own space station
Why is it in 
news?

 z India plans to have its own space station, and modalities for it will be worked out 
after the first manned mission, Gaganyaan, scheduled for August 2022.

More in 
news

 z After Gaganyaan mission: ISRO said, a detailed report would be submitted to 
the government after the Gaganyaan mission.

 z Specifications in consideration:
(1) The proposed space station is envisaged to weigh 20 tonnes and serve as a 

facility where astronauts can stay for 15-20 days, and it would be placed in 
an orbit 400 km above earth. 

(2) The time frame for launch is 5-7 years after Gaganyaan.
 z Collaborations with other countries:The ISRO would also join the international 

space community for a manned mission to moon and beyond.
Source The Hindu

Virtual biopsy device to detect skin tumors
Why is it in 
the news?

 z Scientists have developed a ‘virtual biopsy’ device that can quickly and non-
invasively determine whether a skin tumor is cancerous and needs to be 
removed surgically.

More in 
news

 z Working: 
(1) It uses sound vibrations and pulses of near-infrared light.
(2) The device can determine a skin lesion’s depth and potential malignancy 

without using a scalpel.
 z Non-invasive analysis ability: The ability to analyze a skin tumor non-invasively 

could make biopsies much less risky and distressing to patients.
 z Non-clarity in current practice: Currently, physicians who perform surgical 

biopsies often do not know the extent of a lesion-and whether it will be necessary
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to refer the patient to a specialist for extensive tissue removal or plastic 
surgery- until surgery has already begun.

Source The HIndu

Lunar orbiter spacecraft
Why is it in 
news?

 z The mother orbiter spacecraft of Mission Chandrayaan-2 has reached the launch 
port of Sriharikota from Bengaluru and will soon be joined by its lander and 
rover companions.

More in 
news

 z Launch date fixed: Epic journey of 3.84 lakh km to Moon, to land on it and 
explore its surface will begin on July 15.

 z Orbiter: The mother ship or the orbiter that carries Vikram and Pragyan will go 
around the moon at a distance of about 100 km, taking pictures and gathering 
surface information and sending them back to earth.

 z Lander-Vikram:
(1) The lander is named Vikram (meaning valour, after the father of the Indian 

space programme, Vikram Sarabhai). 
(2) It will release a small robotic rover, named Pragyan (wisdom), to move 

around, feel and understand the lunar surface.
Source The Hindu

Cancer cell detection 
Why is it in 
the news?

 z A team of scientists in Assam has developed a chemical process that turns ‘dirty’ 
coal into a biomedical ‘dot’ to help detect cancer cells.

More in 
news

 z Unique chemical method of producing carbon quantum dots (CQDs): The team 
has applied for a patent for their chemical method of producing carbon quantum 
dots (CQDs) from cheap, abundant, low-quality and high-sulfur coals.

 z Carbon quantum dots (CQDs):
(1) CQDs are carbon-based nanomaterials whose size is less than 10 nm, or 

nanometre.
(2) Carbon-based nanomaterials are used as diagnostic tools for bio-

imaging, especially in detecting cancer cells, for chemical sensing and in 
optoelectronics. 

 z Details about process:
(1) A few chemical companies in the U.S. and Japan have been manufacturing 

CQDs. 
(2) Indian scientists developed fluorescent carbon nanomaterials at one-

twentieth the cost of imported CQDs.
 z Characteristics of developed CQDs: The CQDs that the CSIR-NEIST team 

developed emit a bluish colour with high-stability, good-conductivity, low-
toxicity, environmental friendliness, and good optical properties. 

 z Futuristic materials: Scientists said CQDs are futuristic materials whose demand 
in India has been increasing leading to a considerable volume of import. 

 z Import substitution: The CSIR-NEIST technology can produce approximately 1 
litre of CQDs per day at a low cost to become an import substitute.

 z Use of environment-friendly reagents and less water:This  process uses  less 
water than methods and has environment-friendly reagents.
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Source The Hindu
WHO-New prescription to prevent misuse of antibiotics 

Why is it in 
news?

 z Rx: Keep it simple. This is the WHO’s prescription to combat the growing menace 
of antibiotic abuse and burgeoning resistance worldwide.

More in 
news

 z Access, Watch and Reserve approach: In its latest advisory, WHO has suggested 
the adoption of ‘Access, Watch and Reserve’-an approach that specifies-
(1) Which antibiotics to use for the most common and serious infections?
(2) Which ones ought to be available at all times in the healthcare system? 
(3) Which are must be used sparingly, or reserved and used only as a last resort?

 z Inappropriate use of antibiotics:
(1) WHO estimates that more than 50% of antibiotics in many countries are 

used inappropriately for treatment of viruses.
(2) It thus contributing to the spread of antimicrobial resistance.

 z Controlling resistance:The new campaign aims to increase the proportion of 
global consumption of antibiotics in the ‘Access’ group to at least 60%, and to 
reduce use of the antibiotics most at risk of resistance.

 z Global appeal: WHO has now urged all countries to adopt the Access, Watch 
and Reserve guidelines to reduce the spread of antimicrobial resistance, adverse 
events and costs.

Source The Hindu

ILS develops antibodies against Chikungunya infection
Why is it in 
the news?

 z The Institute of Life Sciences (ILS), which functions under the Department 
of Biotechnology, has entered into a non-exclusive license for product 
commercialization after having successfully developed antibodies against the 
Chikungunya viral (CHIKV) infection.

More in 
news

 z Development of antibodies:
(1) The antibodies were developed following decade-long research on the CHIKV 

infection at the ILS laboratory.
(2) The ILS will partner with a biotechnology-based company for product 

commercialization and marketing of antibodies in a 60:40 profit sharing 
basis.

 z Significant impact:
(1) Generation of antibodies has had a significant impact on the progress of 

CHIKV-based research. 
(2) It will help researchers unravel the myriad aspects of virus pathogenesis.

 z Developing antivirals against Chikungunya virus:With greater light shed upon 
the CHIKV infection biology using these antibodies, research communities are 
now a step closer to developing efficacious antivirals and other control strategies 
against the Chikungunya virus.

 z Lack of information:The molecular virologist, who has 20 years of experience in 
the field, started working on this aspect as there was hardly any information on 
the basic mechanisms underlying CHIKV virus infection and pathogenesis.

Source The Hindu
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Student satellites
Why is it in 
news?

 z Up to 75 tiny satellites built by students of Indian universities could fly to the 
skies between late next year and 2022 in batches.

More in 
news

 z Seventy-five by 75:
(1) This is the dream project that the Indian Technology Congress Association 

(ITCA) has conceived to celebrate the nation’s 75th birthday.
(2) That is also to be the year of Gaganyaan, the first trip of Indian astronauts to 

space.
 z Indian Technology Congress Association (ITCA):

(1) The ITCA, a technology promotion body based in Bengaluru, has roped in 
around 40 engineering colleges to form a consortium. 

(2) It is also in the midst of discussing launch contracts with the Indian Space 
Research Organisation and working out Israeli finance for its ‘75 Student 
Satellites Mission 2022’.

 z Participation and mission purpose:
(1) Students of participating institutions would come from different disciplines 

and get to build nano satellites weighing between 3 and 12 kg. 
(2) They may demonstrate a novel concept, science experiment, or technology 

in orbit. 
(3) Assembling a satellite of their own, creating its ground control system, and 

operating the spacecraft would be a creative experience and give them an 
edge in the job market.

 z India lags behind:
(1) In the last 3 to 5 years, other countries launched about 3,500 student 

satellites that demonstrated innovative technologies.
(2) As compared to it, Indian universities have so far built and launched only 

nine satellites of fleeting lifespans.
Source The Hindu

Drone 'Dragonfly'
Why is it in 
the news?

 z NASA said that it's sending a drone called Dragonfly to explore Saturn's largest 
moon, Titan.

More in 
news

 z Inspection for Life: Using propellers, the drone will fly and land on several spots 
on the icy moon to study whether it can support microbial life.

 z Part of New Frontiers program:
(1) The nuclear-powered mission is part of NASA's competitive New Frontiers 

program, which launched the New Horizons spacecraft that became the first 
to visit dwarf planet Pluto.

(2) Dragonfly beat out nearly a dozen proposed projects, including a mission to 
collect samples from a nearby comet.

 z Launch schedule:
(1) The drone is slated to launch in 2026 and arrive at Titan in 2034. 
(2) The plan is to land on some of Titan's dunes and later on a crater.
(3) Development costs for the mission are capped at around USD 850 million.

 z Titan: 
(1) Titan is a haze-covered world with a thick atmosphere.
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(2) The moon has lakes of methane, mountains of ice and an ocean below the 
surface, making it an attractive place to explore whether its environment can 
support primitive life.

(3) Titan was last studied by the international Cassini-Huygens mission.
(4) In 2017, the Cassini spacecraft plunged into Saturn, ending two decades of 

exploration.
Source The Hindu

MANAV: Human Atlas initiative
Why is it in 
news?

 z Manav-Human Atlas Initiative aims to construct a comprehensive map of 
the entire human body which will explicitly document macro to micro level 
information. 

More in 
news

 z Better understanding of human body and therapeutic targets for treating 
diseases: The project Manav will dramatically accelerate our understanding of 
the working of the human body and help design better therapeutic targets for 
treating diseases like cancer, diabetes and more. 

 z Manpower to understand, extract and collate information: 
(1) This project will require understanding, extracting and collating information 

from millions of scientific papers which would need a massive investment of 
time, effort and manpower. 

(2) The large pool of scientifically literate population in India pursuing a bachelors 
/masters / Ph.D. is a great resource that will be trained and engaged as part 
of this project to use the annotation tool being developed to collate, curate, 
manage and visualize this scientific information. 

 z Funds and collaboration: This project is funded by Department of Biotechnology 
(DBT), Government of India as a collaboration between Persistent Systems, NCCS 
and IISER, Pune.

Source The Hindu, dbtindia.gov.in

Policy on artificial intelligence and cybersecurity
Why is it in 
news?

 z The NITI Aayog has come up with a policy on artificial intelligence and 
cybersecurity and it would be taken up by the Union Cabinet soon.

More in 
news

 z Election year: This policy announcement was delayed owing to the recent elections.
 z Increasing Internet access: At a time when the government promoted the digitization 

program and India emerged the second country with most Internet access, the 
protection of data becomes crucial- be at home, workspace or institutions.

 z National Knowledge Network: NITI Aayog also emphasized the need for giving 
access to National Knowledge Network for setting up centers of excellence for 
research on AI for which funding would be provided by the Union Government.

 z Impacts and applications of AI:
(1) Digitization has brought in enormous data and like oil, it will impact the 

economies of the world. Thus, data protection becomes crucial. 
(2) A global data protection and regulation Act is coming up and in this context, 

thus cybersecurity becomes important.
Source The Hindu
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Sukhoi upgradation with BrahMos
Why is it in 
news?

 z After the Balakot air strikes, the government decided to fast-track arming over 
40 Sukhoi fighter jets with the BrahMos supersonic cruise missile.

 z It is a closely guarded strategic project aimed at bolstering the combat capability 
of the Indian Air Force.

More in 
news

 z Sukhoi upgradation with BrahMos:
(1) In 2016, the government decided to fit the air-launched variant of BrahMos 

in over 40 Sukhoi fighter jets.
(2) A review on ways to strengthen the Air Force against the backdrop of 

the Balakot air strikes and Pakistani retaliation concluded that the early 
integration of BrahMos with the Sukhois should be a priority.

 z Air defense:
(1) The government is undertaking several measures to strengthen the Air 

Force’s combat prowess.
(2) It was felt that the planned induction of Rafale aircraft equipped with the 

Meteor beyond-visual-range air-to-air missile, procurement of the S-400 air 
defence missile system and integration of BrahMos with the Sukhois will 
provide India a significant advantage over the Pakistani Air Force.

 z Significance of upgraded air defense:
(1) Once the weapon is integrated with the combat fleet, the IAF’s capability to 

strike from large stand-off ranges on any target in sea or land is expected to 
go up manifold. 

(2) The missile, coupled with the superlative performance of the Sukhoi aircraft, 
will give the IAF a strategic reach and allow it to dominate the ocean and 
land battlefields.

Source The Hindu

Improvised explosive device (IED)
Why is it in 
news?

 z In a recent incidence of improvised explosive device (IED) in the militancy-hit 
Pulwama district of south Kashmir, 8 Army personnel and two civilians were 
injured.

IED in detail  z Improvised explosive device (IED), a homemade bomb, constructed from 
military or nonmilitary components, that is frequently employed by guerrillas, 
insurgents, and other nonstate actors as a crude but effective weapon against a 
conventional military force. 

 z IEDs have been the predominant weapon of insurgents in the Iraq War and the 
Afghanistan War, and, because of their low cost, ease of employment, and high 
effectiveness.

Internal Security 7
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 z They will continue to be the weapon of choice for guerrillas and insurgents for 
the foreseeable future.

Source The Hindu

Navy to build 6 submarines 
Why is it in 
news?

 z The Navy issued an ‘Expression of Interest’ for shortlisting potential strategic 
partners for the construction of six P-75 (I) submarines costing nearly Rs. 45,000 
crore.

More in 
news

 z 2nd project under the SP Model: This is the second project being undertaken 
under the latest Strategic Partnership (SP) Model, with the 1st being the 
procurement of 111 naval utility helicopters (NUH). 

 z Boost to indigenous design and construction capability: This will provide a 
major boost to the indigenous design and construction capability of submarines 
in India, in addition to bringing in the latest submarine design and technologies 
as part of the project.

 z Initiative under ‘Make in India’: It will be carried out under ‘Make in India’ initiative. 
 z Process progress:

(1) The case was approved by the Defence Acquisition Council on January 31.
(2) The Expression of Interest (EoI) for shortlisting of Indian strategic partners 

has been uploaded on the Defence Ministry and Navy websites.
(3) The SPs in collaboration with OEMs have been mandated to set up dedicated 

manufacturing lines for these submarines in India with an aim to make India 
the global hub for submarine design and production.

(4) All six submarines under this project will be built in India by the selected 
Indian Strategic Partner in collaboration with the selected OEM. 

(5) In addition, the Navy will have the option to manufacture six more submarines 
under the project.

 z Big push: The project would not only aid in boosting the core submarine and 
the ship building industry but also greatly enhance the manufacturing, industrial 
sectors, especially the medium, small and micro enterprises, by development 
of an industrial eco-system for manufacture of associated spares, systems, and 
equipment related to submarines.

Source The Hindu

Christchurch Call
Why is it in 
news?

 z India has recently joined a major global initiative called ‘Christchurch call to 
action’ to combat extremism and terrorism online and make internet a safe and 
secure place. 

 z It was signed by a group of governments and major tech companies at a summit 
in Paris.

More in 
news

 z Background:
(1) New Zealand and France recently launched an ambitious new initiative called 

“Christchurch Call”, which is aimed at curbing extremism online. 
(2) The initiative was pushed by New Zealand’s PM in backdrop of extremist 

attacks on two mosques in New Zealand city on 15 March 2019, in which a 
white supremacist gunned down 51 people and broadcasted live footage on 
Facebook.
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(3) This gave rise to growing realisation that current abuse of social media by 
extremists must be countered.

 z Participants: A total of 18 countries including European Union (EU) and online 
giants like Facebook, Google, YouTube, Microsoft, Amazon and Twitter supported 
the initiative.

 z Objective:To curb online extremism by stopping abuse of Internet by extremists. 
It also calls for an open, free and secure internet to foster economic growth, 
enhance social inclusiveness and promote connectivity.

Christchurch Call Agreement:
 z Non-binding:It is a non-binding set of agreements to combat spread of hate and 

violent content online. 
 z First document of its type: It is believed to be first document of its type like one 

which is signed by both major governments and private companies.
 z Mandate:To eliminate violent, terrorist and extremist content on social media 

as well as other online platforms. 
 z No regulatory or enforcement measures:

(1) It does not contain any regulatory or enforcement measures. 
(2) It would be completely up to each individual country and company to decide 

on how it would honour its voluntary commitments.
 z No definition of ‘violent extremist content:The pledge also does not include 

the definition of ‘violent extremist content’, and it is up to individual companies 
to decide on what constituted objectionable material.

 z Member nations to adopt and enforce laws:It asks member nations to adopt 
and enforce laws which ban objectionable material, and set guidelines on how 
each countries traditional media can report acts of terrorism without amplifying 
them.

 z Ask for comply by Tech companies:It asks tech companies to comply with their 
terms of service, and re-evaluate their algorithms which direct online users 
towards extremist content and at the same time commit to redirecting people 
looking for extremist material online.

 z U.S is not a signed: The United States declined to join the Christchurch call to 
action initiative.

Source The Hindu, Indian express

Indian Tri-Services Commando unit
Why is it in 
news?

 z India initiated steps to create a special forces division, appointing a Major 
General rank officer as the chief of the new Armed Forces Special Operation 
Division.

More in 
news

 z To counter major anti-terrorism operations: Once it takes shape, the division 
is expected to be the first choice for the government to undertake any major 
counter-terrorism operation.

 z Composition:
(1) Major General AK Dhingra appointed as the first Chief of the Armed Forces 

Special Operations Division. 
(2) The proposed new division is expected to have some 3,000 commandos.
(3) The tri-services formation will have Special Forces commandos from Army’s 

Parachute Regiment, Navy’s MARCOS and Air Force’s Garud Commando Force.
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(1) The Indian Army has some 6,000 Special Forces personnel, while the Navy 
and Air Force have about 1,000 special force commandos.

 z Significance:
(1) Reduction in costs of training, logistics and administrative costs.
(2) To gain synergy among forces.
(3) Boost to India’s capability to conduct frequent surgical strikes like tactical 

operations and secret missions.
Source The Hindu, Livemint, MoD




